
Irvin W. Seymour
Born Cannonsville, Delaware County, NY

21 Feb 1862 – 10 May 1932

“A History of the Seymour Family ....." by Oakley A. Seymour, 1933:

"Irvin W. Seymour, second son of Alonzo and Josephine Seymour, was born in a log house 
on Sands Creek on Feb. 21st., 1862.  He lived there with his parents until he reached his 
majority, going to school in the district school summer and winter, until old enough to help 
do the work on the place, farming, clearing land and lumbering in the summer and 
attending school in the winter.  He followed up his district schooling with a year in Hancock
High School and a year or so in the Franklin Literary Institute at that time called the best 
school in Delaware County.  After finishing school, he taught school for a few terms, 
meanwhile working at several other projects.  In partnership with his brother, Ziba, they 
bought what was known as the Patterson farm,  but in which he only retained an interest for 
a few years, selling out to his brother Ziba.  This was his first and last venture in farm 
ownership.  He finally went to work for John Douglas at Halstead, Pa. in a general store 
and here found his rightful occupation.

On February 21st, 1888 he married Miss Polly Bailey, who was also born and raised on 
lower Sands Creek, also receiving her education there in the district school.  They began 
housekeeping in Halstead, where they lived for two years, he still working in the store for 
his brother-in-law, John Douglas, heretofore mentioned in this history.  He quit this place 
to work for Kerry Brothers at Fish's Eddy, running their store there and attending to all 
other business pertaining to their acid factory in that place.  They lived there three years, 
then moving to Hancock village where he still continued to work for awhile for the same 
company.  He quit working for the company of Kerry Bros. about the first of the year 1894, 
and on Feb. 1st went into business for himself, starting a general store in a building opposite
the "Hancock House" in what was known at that time as the Allison Building.  He continued
in business there as long as he lived, building up a large trade in the surrounding 
community, by fair dealing, honesty, and handling the products of the surrounding 
communities as much as he was able in his business.  In those early days of his business, all 
kinds of farm produce, also wood, mine props and stone, and hemlock bark, were handled 
more or less extensively in his business.  He also bought land and improved it by fixing it up 
and building houses on it, building no less than six houses in the village, selling all of them 
but his home on Leonard Hill where his widow still resides, her daughter living with her 
since the father's death.  In public affairs he was quite prominent, holding the office of 
President of the School Board for 26 years, and he was also elected to the office of Town 
Clerk and Supervisor, in what was at that time, a Democratic town, he being a Republican.  
He was also one of the most prominent members of the Baptist Church of 
Hancock,contributing largely to the building of a large and commodious church building 
and parsonage, giving freely of his time, money and labor.  He became a Christian in his 
youth, and was always at his post in all things religious.  They had three chiuldren: Ethel, 



born Oct. 17th, 1893; Irene, born June 18th, 1899 and lived only a few months, dying Dec. 
27th, 1899, leaving a heartbroken family to mourn her loss; and Arthur, born 15th Dec. 
1902.  Ethel married Val J. Iverson, a veteran of the World War.  He is owner and operator 
of a garage in Hancock and is a respected citizen of that place.  They have a home of their 
own, but since her father's death, they have lived with the widowed mother.  They are both 
members of the Baptist Church of that place, and are well liked and highly respectable 
people of the community.  She has lived all her life in Hancock.  They have no children.

On March 10th, 1932, Irvin W. Seymour was taken from his home in Hancock, where he 
had lived for nearly 40 years, to the Binghamton City Hospital for observation.  In a few 
days he underwent a major operation from which he rallied nicely and seemed to be on the 
road to complete recovery.  However, it was not to be, as the physicians decided that 
another operation was necessary and he rallied from it, but he failed rapidly until the end 
came on May 10th, exactly 2 months from the day he left his home, never to see it again.  
The body was taken home and prepared for the funeral which was held in the church that 
he helped largely to build and of which he was one of the main stays.  The funeral was very 
largely attended by friends from far and near.  It was estimated that atleast 500 people were 
in attendance, and the loads of flowers were mute evidence of the esteem in which he was 
held in the community.  At the hour the funeral was in session at the church, the stores of 
the village were closed out of respect for the man who they all respected and honored.  
Very few men in this part of the country have risen from a humble birth in a log house to 
the position that Irvin W. Seymour reached in his native place and practically through his 
own efforts.  He was a very unassuming man, and was kind and helpful to all with whom he 
had to do.  He remains were laid to rest in the cemetery at Hancock."

From the "Hancock Herald" of May 12, 1932, Irvin W. Seymour's obituary:

"Hancock lost another outstanding character in the passing of Irvin W. Seymour which 
ocurred Tuesday evening May 10, in the Binghamton City Hospital.  He was born on Sands 
Creek on February 21, 1862, in a log house.  He began business (groceries and dry goods) 
February 1, 1894, in Hancock in the building then known as the Allison Building, in West 
Main Street opposite the Hancock House, and had since successfully continued there.  In 
the interim he built six houses in Hancock, all of which he sold at tifferent times, except his 
home on Leonard Hill.  He was president of the Board of Education of Hancock High 
School for 26 years, 1904 to 1930, he also served as Town Clerk and Supervisor of the Town
of Hancock.  Survivors include his wife, the former Polly Bailey, one daughter, Mrs. Val J. 
Iversen, a son, ARthur, a missionary in Africa, three brothers and a sister."


