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ALONZO SEYMOUR is a native resident of the town of Tompkins, which he represents as a member 
of the County Board of Supervisors. His great-grandfather, William Seymour, who, it is supposed, was 
of English birth, for many years was a prominent business man at Newburg, N.Y. He also built two 
Liverpool packets, the "William Penn" and the "Ontario," the latter being a vessel of five hundred tons 
burthen, the largest packet at that time in the Liverpool trade. He was an extensive dealer in real estate, 
and did much for the improvement of the village, where he was a resident to the time of his death. 

His wife, accompanied by his son William, who was born in New Haven, Conn., moved then to 
Delaware County, where they were among the first settlers. This son purchased a tract of heavily 
timbered land on the south side of the west branch of the Delaware River, which included the land now 
owned by the subject of this sketch. .In these early days no railroads or canals shortened the distances 
between towns and villages, and the isolated pioneers subsisted chiefly on the products of their own 
land and the deer and fish which were then abundant in the surrounding country. William Seymour, Jr., 
commenced at once on his removal to his new home to clear his land and take his lumber by-means of 
rafts down the river to Philadelphia, returning over the long route on foot. December 16, 1803, he 
married Dorothy Lord, daughter of Eliphalet and Mary (Green) Lord. She was born August, 28, 1788, 
and died January 28, 1866, the mother of ten children, having lived to see the wilderness about her 
home transformed into the seat of a prosperous, wealthy community. 

Willet Seymour, a son of William and Dorothy Seymour, and the father of the subject of this sketch, 
was born on the old farm in Tompkins, May 6, 1805, and was reared to agricultural and lumbering 
pursuits, in which he was employed throughout his life. On the death of his father he became the 
possessor of the old homestead; and here he still resides in his ninetieth year, retaining to a remarkable 
degree all his faculties. His wife was Mary Goodrich, to whom he was married July 28, 1830. She was 
born in Sidney, N.Y., September 1, 1814. Her grandfather, Zenas Goodrich, who was a Revolutionary 
soldier and a pioneer of Sidney, married Mercy Lawrence. Allen Goodrich, the father of Mrs. Willet 
Seymour, married Miss Elizabeth Lord, a daughter of Eliphalet and Mary (Green) Lord. Nine of the ten
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Willet Seymour lived to reach maturity namely. Amanda, Alonzo, 
Gilbert, Charles, Erastus E., Willet. Florence, and Rector, Lewis dying in infancy, and Washington 
dying at the age of forty-eight years. Mrs. Seymour was a thrifty housewife, and before her marriage 
had. learned, besides the necessary household accomplishments, the art of weaving, carding, and 
spinning, so that in her early, married life she dressed her children in the homespun which she made 
entirely with her own hands. 

Alonzo Seymour was brought up to the lumber business, assisting his father in buying the standing 
lumber and rafting it down the river to Philadelphia. Upon reaching his majority he purchased a tract of



land in the town of Tompkins, on which there was an improved water-power and saw-mill, and has 
been since that time continuously engaged in the manufacture and sale of lumber. He has also been 
greatly interested in farming, and in 1888 purchased the old homestead which he now occupies. In 
1860 he married Miss Josephine Bradbury, who became the mother of six children: Oakley A.; Irvin 
W.; Ziba A.; John W.; June; and Kate, who died at the age of five years. And the)' have also an adopted 
child, Belle. 

Politically, Mr. Seymour is a Republican, being a stanch supporter and active worker of that party, and 
has held many offices of trust and responsibility, among them being that of Supevisor, to which he was 
elected in 1893 and re-elected in 1894. He has also held positions on various committees, his long 
experience and natural business ability and well-known integrity making his co-operation doubly 
valuable. Mr. and Mrs. Seymour are both earnest, active members of the Baptist church, where they are
universally esteemed. 


