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the weekly Evening Post sent to you. 
You will get it this week.  
July 21.  Sunset.  I received your
letter last night & got one from Ann
Eliza.  Julia is getting better.  Father
was gaining slowly but had not been
off any where yet.  He & Mother both
are pretty feeble.  I take it by what
they write Tracy has lost a horse got
its leg broke in the field.  I was very
glad to hear from you.  It seems so
good to hear from home.  I am glad
that Eben & Lewis has got home. 
Their folks have seen may an anxious
hour about them.  I guess you forgot
by mistake to put down in that letter
about the debts that to Nobles as I got
the rest & put them down in my book.
July 22.  It is now 6 o.c. p.m. There
was a large lot of men went off last
yesterday & they gave it a pretty good
cleaning out here.  Took many that
had been here as long as I have but
they said nothing to me about my
going.  I have been invited to assist in
the cook house by the little cook & I
am now at work in the cook room.  It
is a little harder but I want to learn to
cook so I can get in that business
where ever I may go.  My health is
better than it was 2 weeks ago.  I have
a mild dysentary now.  I have a
chance not to boil rice when I have an
inclination to & all the sugar I want
on it & I am very fond of it.  I get
pretty tired every night but I mean to
stick to it.  I am treated with much
more respect than I was before we

had our row & fuss.  He has droped the
old & calls me Knapp.  I want you to
write how they gt along with the haying.
July 23.  I had a letter from Lewis of the
19.  He & Aunt Polly were going to start
for home the next day but had  been
delayed about comeing by rail road.
Bridges  being destroyed by the Rebels. 
His hand getting along but had been
worse for a few days.
I want to see you very much but am
resigned & hopeful.  This war is costing
many sacrifices & we must & ought to be
willing to give our share time which is a
universal dweler & settler of all things is
moveing is along as fast as ever.  If it is
not as pleasant to us as I said before it is
the green spot in the future.  Both in time
& Eternity that I am living for it is that
which keeps me cheerful & from
desponding.  I almost envy you as you
have all their little faces to love & kiss. 
But they can give many anxious thoughts
& much hard work.  I want you to write
about Coras lip & jaw.  How she is
getting along & whether she has got any
teeth & also about all the children what
they are doing & about all the things
about home sweet home.  O how I long
for thee.  You have my best wishes & my
sincere love.  I am writing this in great
haste before any one is up so as to send it
this morning.  It is dark & foggy this
morning & looks like rain.  We have
some new potatoes.   S. Knapp
Hart Island, N.Y.  July 25, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now dark & I have
been busy all day & have not got time
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write & if I have a letter tomorrow I
will have to write tonight.  I wrote a
letter last night & sent to Ann Eliza. 
My health is quite good now & I find
plenty to do.  I get up in the morning
at 5 oclock & build a fire of coal. 
The coffee is made over night & sits
on the stove.  We have about 50 men. 
The coffee is in a boiler like ours.  It
warms.  I cut the met & bread & do
some other fixing, wash & comb my
hair & at 6 oclock the men come &
get their breakfast.  I deal out the
coffee my little partner deals out the
bread & meat.  He sleeps till 6 then
we get the breakfast for the non
commissioned officers & they eat & I
eat after same are done.  It is then
about half past 7 then all the dirty
dishes are put out in the mess room to
wash. Then I wash & scrub the
shelves & table & sweep out the
crumbs & dirt & we get but little dirt
in & no grease on the floor.  The
stove is greased & then the floor is
scrubed by getting down on the knees
with a cloth under them & have a pail
of hot suds & hair brush like a clothes
brush then wet with a cloth as far as
you can reach beginning in one corner
then ply the brush last.  Then wipe up
with the cloth so keep doing until I
get over the whole room.  It is about
12 by 16 feet but the stove which is of
porcelian structure is set in brick &
only the front & top is come to view. 
It covers a bout one fourth of the
room.  We have linen cloths in three

pieces which is on the floor & is taken
up in the morning to sweep & scrub
other part down.  Taken up to sweep at
noon & then put down.  They are shook
each time & washed once a week.  The
cook  houses are inspected every day &
the officers wear white gloves & will rub
the shelves & table to see if they will
dirty their gloves.  This process keeps
things very clean.  It takes a bout 2 hours
to sweep & scrub the shelves & floor. 
The meat & beans if we have beans have
to be put on by 9 oclock for diner & be
done by 11 ½ oclock.  The meat & bread
has to be & at 12 is dinner & after the
upper tens has theirs at night the men
have only bread & coffee.  After supper
the coffee has to make for breakfast. 
After dinner the shelves & table washed
in suds.  The dishes are washed in the
mess room by a man that has took my
place.  There is a thousand little things to 
do so it keeps me pretty busy but I get a
little time in the after noon but I to day
washed the windows & 2 shirts & it took
all the spare time I had.  When I feel as
well as I do now what we have to eat is
good enough.  Have new potatoes every
day cost 2.75 a bushel.  Bought by upper
ten. No potatoes drawn by the men.  I am
afflicted with the toothache some.  My
little man is not here more than half of
the time.  The more he is gone the
meanier.  But he has come down a long
ways.  I will send a dollar in this.  I
earned a bout 1.50 last week washing.  I
guess you will think this is not worth the
postage.  I am writing in great haste.  The
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taps has bent to blow out the lights.  I
want you write often.  I want to see
you all very much.  Kiss the little
ones for me.  My love & best wishes
& c.

S. Knapp

Hart Island N.Y. July 29, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now evening & am
very tired & sleepy.  Not having slept
much for a number of nights but I will
write a few lines so I can put it in the
office so as to you in the morning.  I
have not got any letter this week yet. 
My health is about as it has been a
long back.  I don’t see any signs of
my being sent on.  Men are comeing
here quite fast but are sent on in a few
days from 50 to 100 a day.  If New
York furnish 60 thousand in 3 months
they will have to flock in here very
fast.  As this is the only place in the
state now.  Elmira is used for Rebel
prisoners.  There may some come
from around there.  I am in Barracks
F when they can inquire & find me at
any time.  Last Tuesday a man killed
him self by jumping head first most
down a bout 20 feet on some bricks. 
His wife came to see him the day
before & her leaving but upset his
reason.  To day a man was shot
through his lungs by the careless
discharge of a revolver.   The man
cannot live.  It is three months to day
since we come from Albany here.  I
little thought then I would be here at
this time.  We had a noble rain here

last Monday in the forenoon. It rained 5
hours hard.  It is now very hot & sultry. 
2 days more will make me 7 months & I
will be entitled to $1000 wages.  I want
to see all of those little faces & see how
they grow & see them caper a bout &
make fun.  In fact I want to see you all &
will the first convenient opportunity.  I
want you to write particulars how the hay
turns out & how the oats are going to
turn out & all particulars.  I send my love
& best respects to you all.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. August 1 , 1864st

Dear Friends.  I embrace this an other
opportunity to write a few lines to you.  I
have not had any letter last week as yet. 
It is now evening.  I have been very busy
the past two days as my mate has been
off on a pass.  But I have improved my
chance in the 2 days when he was gone. 
I have bought eggs of the sutler at 50 cts
a doz. & boiled & sold enough at 3 for
25 cts to clean $8.50.  He is back now so
my cake is dough now but I will manage
to get a couple of dollars a week.  I have
been afflicted with the toothache &
neuraliged in the face for the past 2
nights & I have walked the floor of the
mess room for at least half of the night. 
It is now 9 o.c. & it don’t ache yet so I
think it wont trouble me to night.  It is
very warm here now.  It is 7 months now
since I enlisted so time rolls on.  It will
soon be fall.  If I were going to stay in
the cooks rom I will be glad as it is very
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unpleasant now on account of the
excessive heart.  Every thing remains
the same in regard to my being sent
off as it has done the soldier one
meekest class of men in the world &
will submit to be shaved without
murmuring & pay 5 cts for three
boiled eggs & 10 cts for a glass of
cider, 40 cts for a plate pie & so on.
August 2.  It is now morning & I have
not time to write much.  All is well.  I
want to see you & hear from you
write often.  How they get along with
the work.  I have got a large lot of
things to send home.  7 pair
pantaloons & one over coat & many
other things. $18.50 in money.  I will
send you 420 soon.  I send my love &
c. S. Knapp

In the next  letter was a list of items
that Seymour was going to send
home:
2 whole coats, 2 with back gone, 3
cups, 1 hat, 3 testaments, 1 giant
pail, 2 cups, 3 plates, 3 spoons, 3 or
4 knives, 2 forks, 1 canteen, 6 pair
of pants, 1 blanket, 3 or 4 shirts. 2
or 3 drawers, 1 linen bed tick, 3/4 of
linen bed tick, 1 jack knife, 2 shoes,
1 pair of stockings & other things.
         

Hart Island, N.Y. Aug. 5, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now 8 ½ o.c.p.m.
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& I am very tired have worked every
minute.  I have washed to come to 70
cts the rest of the time I have worked
in the cook house.  I got a letter
Wednesday night No. 6, No. 5 has not
come.  Yesterday they sent nearly all
the men on the Island away.  In
Company F where I belong we had
45.  They took them all but 3 only but
did not call on me.  My health is
midling good.  I have been afflicted
with the tooth ache & neuralgia a
considerable.  Wednesday I had the
tooth pulled out & in the lower jaw
that was the mate to the one that
Charles Georgia pulled.  I had been a
wake nights with it so much that I
was completely used up.  I had it
pulled at 2 p.m.  There was so great a
reaction in my system when the pain
ceased which was soon after that I
could hardly keep a wake till night. 
My little mate who is the most
contemptible of all the human species
feels sore to think I made so much
when he was gone & is very cross
since.  But let him bile.  I am
determined not to be disturbed by
him.  I have sent a large package
weighing as much as 40 pounds to
NY to day by Mr. Hammond the P.M.
who was a clerk in Dean & Browns
store in Oneonta when they broke
down.  It was so large if I had not
been acquainted with Hammond years
ago I could not have got it through.  It
is to be sent to Meredith to Stephen &
the freight paid.  I have not seen Mr.

Hammond to night & may not in the
morning.  Before I send this but it can
be got just as well without the receipt
if it is only there.  There is a list of the
things in this. 
August 6 .  It is now morning.  Theth

bundle is worth $25 or $30 to any one
that wants the things.  Some of the
pants are not half worn.  One of the
blowses I found down on the beach. 
It had not been worn to get the paper
on the inside of the neck telling the
size & number of some one had
deserted & thrown it away.  All of the
things I have got cost me nothing but
my work.  I have got 1 overcoat it has
not got a hole worn in it.  2 pair of
pants one pair of calvary pants is not
half worn.  1 shirt, 2 drawers.  I guess
I will be able to keep you in rags if
nothing more.  The bed ticks are fit
for 2 summer pants.  I don’t think
there is any one here in my company
that mistrusts.  That I have sent off a
thing as I am washing for every one.
They think the are for some one else. 
I have over $20 but it will between 2
& 3 to pay the charges on the
package.  I am sorry it has been so dry
but it is all for the best probably.  I
want to see you all very much &
enjoy your presence but will have to
wait for future events but time is
moveing us all fast along.  Write often
& more of what you are doing & how
getting along & about the children.  I
send my love & best wishes & may
Heaven protect you.
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Seymour Knapp
The charge is paid the whole cost
$3.50

Hart Island, Aug. 7, 1864
Dear Jane.  It is now evening.  I have
just wrote to Lewis in answer to one
he sent me just before he started from
Washington.  I have requested him on
any of his folks if they go down to
Tompkins to go to Haywoods & get
those calf skins.  I have wrote to
Haywood more than a month ago to
go to the Tannery & get them & send
or fetch them up the first opportunity. 
I sent another bundle the 5  toth

Meredith & the receipt & invoice in a
letter the 6 .  It cost $2.50 to get itth

through to Meredith.  I guess you will
think I can keep you in rags.  The taps
have blown to put out lights.  
Aug. 8 .  It is now night again.  Soth

time rolls on.  I have got a letter No. 4
to night.  It very pleasant to receive
such things from such a source.  It is
just such a one as I like to read as it
tells about the children & things at
home.  I have to send home 1
overcoat that is quite good.  No holes
worn in it.  It was thrown away.  2
pairs pants 2 coats 1 shirt nearly new
2 drawers & some other things.  The
army blue cloth wears first rate.  My
pants will last a couple of months yet
before they will have holes in. If I
should try I might get more than I do
but by looking around every morning
& pick them up where thrown out. 

You take some of the shirts & rip
them up & color & make up for your
self & children & drawers to.  The
pants you can take some of the
poorest & make over into clothes for
the boys.  Some will last a long time
to wear as they are the most of this
stuff is thrown out & I pick it up &
wash & roll up & put away out of
sight & it all passes off as washing
for some one else.
I carry to the post office in the
evening & no one knows anything
about it.  I think the last package is at
present prices worth $30.00 when I
send another package I will send what
money I have at that time.  I have
$19.00 now.  My man is going away
on a pass tomorrow & I am in hopes
to make 3 or 4 dollars.  I picked up in
one place the over coat a pair of
cavalry pants which are double on the
inside of the legs & seat. They will
last a man all winter & a coat of the
heavy kind of cloth & not a hole in
nor near it.  The three are worth at
least $10.  Lights out again.  
Aug. 9 early in the morning.  I have
built a fire it just light enough to see. 
Write what there being done in reg
and to paying bounty in the Towns &
how many volunteers they have got &
how those that are liable to draft feel
about it.  It will make many sorry
homes.  My health quite good but I
have a dysentary.  I think we ought to
be thankful that I am not sent on.  A
man here who has got son in the Reg.
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Has just had a letter & he says that
out 2400 men when they went out
only 380 are fit for duty.  I think a
hand of Providence has smiled on me
& I would ever feel gratefull. 
 Write more little somethings about
your garden & cows & more
particularly about the children & your
money matters.  I cant see how your
last letter dated July 31 is not mailed
till Aug 5.  I must close ever remain
your best friend.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Aug. 12, 1864
Dear Jane.  I have but a half hour to
write before the lights will have to be
blown out. & have no time in the
morning as we have got to have
breakfast at 5 o.c. as a large lot are
going off.  We have got over 100
men.  My mate went off on a pass &
was gone 3 days.  I made $14.00 in
the time but had to work very hard.  I
have got $34.00 by me now which
with the two I sent home & $4 I spent
sending bundles makes $40.00.  I
have picked up while others have
spent $40 to $100.00.  My health is
quite good.  I have got a letter from
Ann Eliza to night.  Our folks are all
as well as usual but terribly excited
about the draft.  It has been awfull dry
there on the hill so they have rained
but little.  It very hot here & dry.  I
have been squandering 10 cts for 6
peaches & have come the means to
getting the wroth of my money as on

anything I have bought.  The taps
have beat.  I want to see you all.  All
them little faces.  I want you to write
often.
Aug. 13 5 ½ o.c.  I have got the
breakfast ready & the men don’t come
so I will write a little more.  Orrin has
bought the Johnson place beyond the
school house but has raised nothing
by hand on account of the drought. 
Water melons fetch from $1.00 to
$2.00 a piece .  Write how much hay
there is in the barn.  When they are
done haying.  My love to all & hope
to see you soon.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y.  Aug. 15, 1864
Dear Jane.  I am still here.  My health
is quite good. We have over 100 men
to cook for & it keeps me very busy. 
So I can gt no time to write.  I have
earned 60 cts this evening & then
went to the post office & got a letter
from you but not half time to read it
with taps were beat to put out lights. 
It is now half past 10.  I have the light
in a barrell turned down on the side
with the light shineing under the table
& & I am laying on the floor writing
so as to send you a few lines.  You
must not think I think less of you if I
don’t write any letters.  If I write
under such circumstances.  It will be
6 months tomorrow since I left you. 
Itis very pleasant to get a good long
letter from you.  I am glad they are
getting the haying in good season &
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the rain will bring on the mowin so
the cows will have a large run & good
feed through the fall.  I want to see
you all a little more than ever before
as it longest since I see you.  But I
must close with my love & prayers &
may Heaven protect you.

S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Aug. 19, 1864
My Dear Friends.  It is again evening
& I have not got any thing wrote & I
must send in the morning.  I am so
very busy but the greater part of the
men are going to be sent off
tomorrow & then I won’t have so
much to do.  I have not been called on
the sign & there is not much
probability of my going with these.  It
is some what singular that I am not
sent on but I am thankful for every
days delay.  My health quite good but
yet very tired.  I received your letter
No. 9 quite unexpectedly but very
welcome & exactly the kind as it told
about things at home. All about the
children & garden & apples & pears
& the hay & oats so that when I think
of home I can have some correct
notion how things are situated.  I
want you to write in the same way
every time.  I had a letter from
Erastus last night.  They are about the
sam3e as when An Eliza wrote. The
draft was earneing considerable
excitement.  It had been awful dry not
more than one third of a drop.  I think
it has not been as dry as I thought It

was in Franklin for the crops must be
better than I expected.  Write often as
you can.  I may be sent on cant tell
but time is on the wing.  Most 8
months since I enlisted.  I would be
glad to write more but taps have
blown.
Aug. 20.  All is well my love & best
wishes.

S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Aug. 22, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now 8 o.c.p.m.  I
have less than a ½ hour to write.  My
health is tolerable good now.  There
is nothing new to write.  It is the same
old story to work from morning to
night, but it has this advantage.  It
makes time pass quickly.  We have
had a little excitement today.  Two
citizens in a sail boat passed near the
Island.  The guard is order to be smart
commenced fireing on them.  The
wind blew so they could not come in
so they lay down in the boat so as not
to be shot.  The sail was down so they
drifted before the wind.  A boat put
out from the Island after them from
deserters & when they over hauled
them as they lay down in boat one of
the guard struck him with his gun
over the head.  They having them
conquered 2 unarmed men.  They
valiantly brought them in.  The men
made no resistance but instead of
deserters they were the sons of
prominent citizens of New York &
were recognised here as such.  They
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were released.  But it will end in a
law suit.  I am still here.  Everything
looks just as much like staying as
ever.  Write often & all about the
little incidents of home.  The little
cook with is the meanest of all men
with whom I ever got acquainted if I
was free to go where I please I would
not stay with him an hour.  Lights out.
Aug. 23
All is well.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island N.Y. Aug. 26, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now night again &
only a short time to write.  My health
is quite good.  I am to work very
steady & get very leg weary.  I have
got $40 by me now & shall send it
home in a few days.  I see no more
signs of being sent on.  The men that
come in now don’t stay only length of
time.  They come in at the rate of
about 200 a day.  I got up this
morning at 2 o.c. an got breakfast for
80 men & they eat by candlelight. 
The most of them went off
immediately after eating.  One man
half drunk was run over one or two
nights ago by the Sutlers wagon &
hurt so he died.  Time passes on quite
swiftly.  I am busy it is almost full.
Almost 8 months have passed away
since I enlisted & I got your letter
Wednesday.  It is a real pleasure to
get again a long letter from you & all
about the little incidents of home. 
Your flax you have not wrote about. 

Whether it come to any thing or not. 
I was glad to hear that Wilburn Nutt
got & was well.  I wish he had known
I was here he could have come up
from N.Y. on the Gov. Boat & it
would have cost him nothing.  I am in
Co. G. Cooks house.  He must come
& see me when he goes back.  I am
very sorry to hear that Eben is so
poorly & suffers so much.  I hope he
will not loose his leg.  I want to see
you all very  much.  Little Cora first
of the children, then Ellis the little
smiling fellow, then Virg he will
make a man  he learns so well & then
La Grand.  I want to see him just as
much as the rest.  I am glad he learns
good.  Am sorry for him.  He has a
hard time for a little boy.  But he must
be a good boy & do the best be can &
help his Mother all he can & he must
loose nothing by it.  I will remember
it of him if he is a good boy & Hattie
the she whips around with la Grand &
Mary Jane.  I want to see all of your
lovely faces for they all look good to
me. & I love you a little better than I
even did before.  Be sure & write
every little thing in your home affairs
& remember your home is my home. 
All my affections are there.  O how I
wish I had some of your apples.  They
are sold here 3 for 10 cts.  5 peaches
for 10 cts.  Eggs 50 cts a doz.  Poor
butter 60 cts, poor milk 20 cts a quart. 
I have bought a few peaches &
apples, Taps have beat to put out the
light so good night.
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Aug. 27. Morning.  It rains hard this
morning.  I send my love & best
wishes to you all.

  S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Aug. 29, 1864
Dear Friends.   I again take another
opportunity to write as usual it is just
before bed time.  I am well as usual. 

This summer & am still here.  I have
washed 7 garments this evening &
done another small job which will
bring 40 cts in all.  I have no
particular news to write.  I am
wishing & wating for the time when I
can return to you & this war be
brought to an honorable close.  About
8 months have passed the fall winds
will soon begin to blow then the little
boys & Cora cant take so much
comfort playing around the meadow
& go up in the orchard & get apples. 
But they will save I hope.  I want to
see you all just as bad as ever.  I want
to see all them little white heads &
then there is Cora.  She has my
sympathy but I love them all & want
to see them all.  But am contented to
abide my time.  
Aug. 30. Morning.
It is cool & pleasant this morning & I
feel in good spirits.    II have not been
shaved since the first of March. 
Whiskers about three inches long.  I
have shaved around my mouth & on
back to my ear.  My whiskers is about
as dark as my hair so I must close. 
Write when Wilbur is going back.

S. Knapp
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Hart Island, N.Y. Sept. 2, 1864
Dear Friends.  As usual it got to the
last moment when I must write or
omit one letter.  I have not received
any from you this week.  My health is
poor at present.  We have 170 men &
get not one moments rest.  I have
worked from day break till now 9
o.c.p.m. & am very weary.  Have eat
to night a little tea with a little bread
in it.  I do the most of the work & the
boss could not spare me no more than
he could his right hand.  His health is
poor & he is very nervous. He says
unless I want to go on he can & will
keep me here if it is attempted to send
me as cannot well get along with out
me.  He says he will give me a chance
to make $16.00 a month to send to
send home and from my wages.  He is
going away to morrow I expect.  I
expect to raise my $40.00 to $50.00
& then I will send it home.  He says
he will give me the first week in get
to make enough for to pay Jane
expenses to come down here.  He
thinks it will take $50.00 & thinks I
can make that in a week if every thing
works well.  If you can manage so
that Mary Jane with others help can
take care of things at home.  I would
like to have you come.  At any rate
taps have blown.  I will try & get the
weeks chance & then if any thing
turns up that you cant come I will
have the money.  Write what you
think about it.
Sept. 3. Morning by candle light.  If I

only had some butter & milk & apples
I think I could eat some.  If Willbur
comes down here have him fetch
some butter.  Write often & about
every little thing of home matters.  I
want to see you just as bad as ever
you have my best wishes & constant
affection & may Heaven preserve
you.  All is my most fervent prayer.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Sept. 16, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now 9 o.c.p.m. & I
have worked all day very hard & have
not got any time to write until now &
did not writ Tuesday.  I got a letter
mailed at Franklin on Wednesday &
one mailed at Davenport on
Thursday.  I was very glad to hear
from you.  I sent a bundle to N.Y. &
got a receipt which I send in this
letter.  9 vests which cost me $2.75, 1
over coat, 1 coat, 2 pair pants, 3 pair
shoes, 3 caps & other things.  It cost
me $1.00 to get it to N.Y. & the vests
cost me $3.75.  I have since I sent
them away bought a new over coat &
blanket for $5.00.  The boss cook
went away on a pass the 6 for 24
hours & staid until the 13.  I made
over $100.00 while he was gone by
selling cooked eggs mostly.  But I
have a hard time of it as we had 380
men to cook for.  They have been sent
off.  So we have but 125 now.  But
they are comeing in so we shall be
filled in again. The cook don’t know
as I made more than $50.00 while he
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was gone he is so cross & ugly that
men wont buy of him near as much as
they will of me.  Yesterday C. B.
Smith of Hancock, son of Silas Smith
who lives in the stone house was here
& I sent $150.00 & the over coat by
him to Hancock.  He will send the
money to Delhi by express & the over
coat he will keep until Haywood or
some one else calls & gets it.  If you
have a chance send & get it.  I had to
borrow $3.00 to make out $150.00. 
They all think here I sent $100.00. 
Call at all of the different Express
offices in Delhi as I don’t know what
Company he will send by.  Write
when you get the money.  Pay all your
little debts up unless Dr. Fitch wants
hi pay. But if does pay him.  Do as
you a mind about paying the little
debts.  Perhaps it would be best to
pay him & let the other things go until
you sold the butter.  It will take about
$139.50 to pay him.  The Note is not
interest until the first of April.  I shall
send to N.Y. for that box but don’t
know what ex to send to. If you must
send me the receipt, had ought to
when you sent the box.  My health is
not first rate.  I am writing in the
morning of the 17& I must close. I
will write twice a week after this if I
don’t write six lines & will write
about your comeing down.  If you
come you will not come until after the
draft & the rush of men is over.  I
don’t know as you had better come
but we will see. Write often. I must

close.  I send my love & highest
regard.
                              Seymour Knapp

     Receipt from Express Co.
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Contents of the Box

Hart Island, N.Y. Sept. 19, 1864 
4 o.c.a.m.
My Dear Jane,

It being now early in the
morning & my work is such a shape
that I can write a few lines to you.  I
am going to write regular twice a
week about the first of Sept.  The
head cook said I should make $16.00
a month out of the cook house.  His
health is poor & he is a light slender
chap of 22 years of age & is one of
the quick flashy kind.  He does not
hesitate to say that he misused me like
a dog almost every day the one part of
the summer & that I never once
retorted back.  He treats me well now
but flies in a passion early which is a
natural resentment.  He also said that
if I would have you come down he

would let me have a chance to make
$50.00 to bear your expenses.  It will
take from $18.00 to $20.00 besides
clothing & about the 3 of Sept he
thought he was going to have a pass
for 24 hours & said I could toward
the $50.00 at breakfast & diner.  I
made about $9.00 & had $50.00 with
the $9.00.  He did not get his pass that
day so he did not go until the 6 .  Heth

had a pass for 24 hours so I had the
management & profits we had from 3
to 400 men & worked very hard to
cook to 500 pounds of meat each day
& make more than a barrell of coffee
morning & night & soup an coffee for
dinner.  He staid 7 days & brought a
Drs certificate that he was sick so
there was nothing done with him.  It
was a god send to me.  As you can see
by what I send home & it come in the
right time as we had lots of men to
sell to & he had not been back but
one day when an order came out to
prohibit the sale of anything at the
cook houses.  So you see that by my
determination to not get drawn into
any mess in the fore part of the season
begins to show its fruits.  I should not
have been in here should not have
made the money.  I have sent home &
should have been the Lord only
knows he expects you to come down
when the rush of men is over which
will be in about a month.  He expects
you will do considerable cooking of
cakes & pies when you are here.  We
have plenty of sugar & dried apples if
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you can bring the other material to
make sauce & preserves.  You can
make it here.  He will make you a
present when you leave perhaps
enough to bear your expenses.  He is
reckless with his money.  He gets it
easy & it goes easy.  I make great
reckoning of your comeing but
something may turn up so you may
not come.  Keep $25 or $50.00 of that
money to come with & as I may not
get any more & shall not if the order
not to sell is kept up.  I would like to
have you bring one of the children but
it would not be best if you could get
Mary Jane & Coras likeness & bring
all of the children likeness along & a
trunk full of things.  Although in N.Y.
You would have to hire it carried
from the Rail Road depot a half mile
to the Steam boat landing which is at
the Battery.  The boat that comes up
here is a Gov. Boat & it cost nothing. 
But you will have to have a pass
which I will get & send you.  It comes
from N.Y. up here at 9 o.c. a.m. & 5
p.m. & is 1 ½ hours making the trip. 
It goes back at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.  It may
Willbur will come down so you can
come with him. You will want to start
from home even in the night so as to
get to NY in the morning & come up
on the morning boat.  Or if you failed
on the afternoon boat& not be in N.Y.
over night.
Sept. 20 morning My health is quite
good.  If you have not sent a receipt
for that box send it at once or the

name of the Company you sent it by. 
As there is so many Express Co. That
I don’t know where to send after it. 
You would not have sent it without
specific directions where to send.  I
fear it will turn out some like the box
that Ann Eliza sent to Albany & that I
will never get.  The receipt should
have been mailed when the box was
delivered to the Express office.  
There is perhaps no Express Co.  I
have sent to N.Y. by the post master
to look after it but he isnt having any
guide where to look.  As I wrote
before I sent $150.00 by E. B.  Smith
of Hancock to be sent up to Delhi by
Express.  Send & get it.  I must close
with my best -------Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Sept. 23, 1864
Night
Dear Friends.  I am thankful for an
other opportunity to write a few lines
to you.  My health is about as it has
been.  I am considerable poorer than I
was when I left home & my whiskers
having grown out I look so much
different that Wm. Allen & others that
are here say they would not have
known me if they had not known I
was here.  Elder Longworthy & many
others are here from around there. 
None have been sent on to their Reg.
& more are going to morrow.  If that
money I sent by Smith to Hancock to
be sent to Delhi by express does not
come on safe let me know at once.  I
got my chance to make money just in
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the right time as it was when we had
the largest member of men & the best
chance to sell & in 2 days after an
order was issued & is now in force
that prevents any sales. So that there
is no chance to make any thing now. 
We have 260 men now.  Men are
comeing & going on at a great rate.  I
learned by Silas Butts that Oliver
took all of the hay finally but whether
he paid for it he did not know.  I have
not heard anything of that case &
probably never shall.  It is a very
loose way of doing business to
deliver any thing to be sent &
delivered at another place with out
taking a receipt which can be sent by
mail as you know.  Where to look &
can show that you are entitled to its
delivery.  Ann Eliza sent me a box to
Albany in the same way.  Why you
sent this without any instructions or
desire on my part is what I cannot see
through.  Butter when it is 50 cts a
pound should not be thrown away. 
Dried apples would be of no use to
me as we have nearby a barrell of
sundry here & all of the coffee, sugar,
bread, meat & rice we want.  The
other things except the dried apples I
would like to have.  I appreciate your
kind intentions.  Just as much as if I
had received the box.  I may get it yet. 
I have sent a letter to Reynolds at
Franklin to obtain some clue to the
box & what Co. Has it.  I received
your letter night before last.  I was in
hopes there would be a receipt in it.

Sept. 24 morning.
Longworthy sold his oats to Ezra
Osterhout for $1.25.  It seems to me
that if you would sell what there is to
spare of ours for that it would be as
well to let them go.  The butter it will
be as well to let go in with Leroys as
you wrote.  In selling the oats sell by
measure & not by weight.  Although
they may weigh 32 but I presume not. 
You may send envelopes as I have to
pay 10 cts for 7.  The straw & fodder
of all kinds must be moved & very
careful that it is not wasted.  I shall
not want you to come in some time as
there would be no chance to visit now
as there is men in every direction. 
Perhaps not at all.  I must want you to
come here. A woman cannot stay here
over night without a permit from
Headquarters but a man can generally
get one for his wife as long as he
likes.  Some of the cooks wifes are
here half of the time.  I would like to
have Willbur come up here when he
goes back.  It is now about 4 o.c. a.m. 
I am not taking any more comfort
than I can learn with out inquiry.  I
would be very glad to see all them
little faces & hope the time may soon
come when I may.  I am sorry your
Mother is so afflicted.  I ask your
prayers &may the time soon come
when we may enjoy each others
society & may Heaven protect us all
is my sincere wish.  Write often &
particulars from your Best friend.

Seymour Knapp
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Hart Island, N.Y.  Sept. 27, 1864 
4 o.c.a.m.
Dear Jane,

I have got up early this
morning to write a few lines to you.  I
feel quite comfortable this morning
although yesterday morning I was so
sick.  I went to the Drs.  The trouble
was a terrible pain in my stomach &
bowels.  We have 240 men to cook
for now.  I have not heard any thing
about that box but there may be a
letter in the office as the mail did not
come in until after bed time last night. 
My boss was in an awful rage
Saturday night because 4 of the boys
from Delaware being so many in their
quarters that they could not get a
place to lie down come to me about 8
o.c in the evening.  I was in the wash
house & washing the cloth that we
cover our floor with to keep off the
grease & dirt.  They said they could
not get any place to lie down & it was
raining so they could not sleep out. 
Many did the night before & they
wanted to know if I could not get a
place to let them sleep so I let them
lie down in the wash house.  They
were to get up early in the morning &
go away before the men wanted to
wash.  It was a wet damp place not fit
for any one to sleep in.  About 9 ½
o.c. the little mean whelp who is at
the head of this concern found it out.  
He was in an awful rage at me &
them.  He made them get up & was
going to get them in the guard house

& went to the guard house to see
about it & said they would be arrested
in the morning & as they were going
away they would be sent away in
chains & me he did not known handly
what to do with me as he could not
get along with out me.  The next
morning he said if any of my friends
come there he would kick them out
doors.  So you had not better come &
need not make any calculation on it
until I write.  I don’t think you would
think you would feel paid for your
trouble & I am in hopes to gt a
furlough & come home this winter. 
But I may want you to come here but
I will write so if I do the little mean
whelps name is Joseph McGuire.  He
is very good to his friends but is as
heart less as the devil can be to
strangers.  There is human being in
existence that I have any less respect
for.  He is a little lantern jawed thin
faced with out any stability or
evenness or any principle.  Will lie &
every thing else mean.  I must close it
is time go to getting breakfast.  My
love & highest esteem.

Seymour Knapp
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Hart Island, N.Y. Oct 1, 1864
Dear Jane,

My stated time to write has
again arrived.  It is now between 3 &
4 o.c.a.m. in the morning.  There is
not much chance to write there is so
many around.  If there was no work to
do & it takes at least an hour to get
your turn at the post office at night
after the mail comes in.  My health is
the best for 2 or 3 days it has been in
some time. I received your letter of
the 22  in due time.  I go up to thend

post office & stand there an hour in
the cold & dark in hopes I may get a
letter.  When I do not much expect
one.  I lay nights & think of home &
all those faces that are so near to me
& what they are probably a doing.  It
will be the happiest day of my life
when I can start for home. 
Everything looks favorable now for a
speedy end of the war but there will
be terrible fighting this fall.  We will
hope & pray that the time may soon
come when I can be at home.  I hear
the chilly fall wind blow & fell sorry
for you as a cold winter is comeing. 
For LaGrand in particular.  You must
dress him warm.  The potatoes you
must get dry right off.  The sooner the
better.  The fodder of all kinds you
must save the buck wheat straw & all. 
The old cow you had better sell.  I
think if you can get a fair price but
prices will be lower than they have
been if gold don’t raise again & it

will not if our armies are successful.
Butter is at least 10 cts lower in N.Y.
than it was 2 weeks ago.  I think it
will not go very low as the drougth
has made a short supply & the
shipping demand will make it scarce
before winter is out.  Send me a bill
of all you owe as it will be of interest
to me to see it & when you pay any
debt.  Take a receipt as you could not
be a witness as it would save to go in
my name & the other party could be a
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witness.  I have had a letter from
Reynolds & think I will have the box
yet.  He things the box is in Hancock
on account of not being pre paid it
was not sent on.  He has sent to
Hancock to have it paid & sent on. 
You need not send anything more
unless I send for it.  This will cost by
the time I get it here as it is worth or
would cost at the sutlers as the apples
will be spoiled & spoil all the rest that
is not in the cans.  The dried apples
will be of no use to me unless they are
better than ours.  We have a plenty of
old apples & very dirty. Write when
you get that money.  I will write if I
think you had better come down here. 
I don’t think you would feel half paid
for your trouble & I am in hopes if I
stay here to come home this winter on
a furlough.  I am very glad to see you
but it would be a very hard jaunt for
you & the conveniences to stay here
are none of the best & you would
have to be dependent on the meanest
man I ever got acquainted with.  We
will wait & see how things turn after
the rush of men has gone on & see if I
am left behind.  I must close & ever
remain & c.
                           Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Oct. 3, 1864
Dear Jane,

It is now evening.  In the
morning this must go if I send twice a
week.  My health is better & as the
weather grows cooler my appetite

grows better so that I can eat as much
as is proper for me to eat.  The most
of my living is toasted bread softened
with water & then the gravy from
fresh beef fried put on it.  With tea to
drink.  I am not wearing out many
clothes at the rate I have wore my
boots.  They will last the whole 3
years.  Have not half wore out my old
ones.  Am wearing those now that
cost me nothing.  They will last for 3
months.  My pants will last a month
or two before they will have holes in
the knees.  I wear an apron to keep
the dirt & grease off my clothes.  All
of the boys have gone on come from
around there except Mr. Longworthy
wh is very sociable.  He is not in this
Co. But in Co. M.  But he comes here
every day & stays 2 or 3 hours.  So I
have had a chance to make all the
enquiries in regard to what was going
on in the neighborhood.  That box I
have not heard anything of yet.  I
have not had any letter since the one
dated the 22 of Sept.  The weather
begins to feel like fall.  You can tell
the good people that I intend to vote
for Lincoln & want my name
registered in Franklin. There is a man
here who has just come from the
Army.  He belongs to the James
Brigade that the 2  Artillery does. nd

He says of the 1800 who went out
that 240 remains.  They are going to
have terrible times in Grants Army &
are at it now.  I have not had one
word said to me about being sent
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away since the 15  of May.  9 monthsth

have passed since I enlisted.  One 4 of
the time.  So time rolls on.  I hope to
see you soon & must close.  Kiss the
children for me.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island Oct. 8, 1864
Dear Jane.  The time has arrived for
me to write & I am a going to if few
lines.  I was out all last evening
looking after that box.  I have got it
last night it cost $1.00 to get I from
N.Y. & probably $1.00 from Hancock
to N.Y.  The pears were spoiled &
had injured the dried apples but that
was of no account as we have plenty
of dried apples in the cook house to
cook.  My health is good for this
season.  I have not had any letter from
you since the one dated the 22 Sept. 
Everything looks about as usual. My
boss is as mean & impudent as ever. 
I will write a long letter next time.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, Oct. 10, 1864
Dear Jane,

It is now about 4 o.c.p.m. & as
I have a few minutes leisure I thought
I would spend it writing to you.  My
health is as good & appetite is good
as if I was at home.  I should call my
self well but I am passing time off full
as well as I expected.  It will be a
happy day to me when I get on the
home track.  Evening, my boss came
in when I had wrote the above & that

ended my writing at that time.  I have
very hard work to keep my temper
some times when he talks to me in his
impudent incerning way but it is for
any interest to make it all smooth. 
When I think of the awful slaughter
of this summer & that is still going on
& that I have been kept out of it by
the merest chance I cannot help but
think that an over ruleing Providence
has guided the whole & preserved me
from the impending danger.  I
received your letter No. 18 last night
but the one you sent when you went
to Delhi has not turned up.  I think
you had better pay Dr. Fitch.  I don’t
think you had better come down here
for some time if I should stay here.  I
shall try to get a furlough to come
home but it will be doubtful there is
so many that get passes & never come
back.  But time with it swift wings is
hurrying us a long & three years will
wear away after a while.  One year
will soon be gone never to return.  I
think if you ever sell what oats there
is to spare for $100 a measured & not
weighed at grainery & no expense of
drawing.   Not to keep them until
winter but have them taken away
soon & enough paid down on them to
make it  — they will take them if they
full.  If you have to keep them until
winter & not paid for you had better
not sell until then.  The butter will sell
better the fore part of inter as there is
not as much made this year as
common on account of the drouth. 
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Luther must have known when the
oats was sown that I was to have half
of what grew on the land that was
ploughed from the fact that I
furnished half of the seed.  You can
see Luther & say to him that I say that
I was to have half of what grew on
what was ploughed & one third of
what they ploughed & & to find seed
in that proportion.  The difference
betwixt one fourth which he was
entitled to & one third which he took
is one twelfth of all that grew on what
was ploughed about 88 acres.  On
probably from 15 to 18 cts bushell if
he don’t want to do any thing about it
& you owe him for anything let the
account remain unsettled until I come
back.  You know my motto  don’t get
catched twice in the same trap.    I
have got a bill sent to me from
Reynolds at franklin for $22 which he
paid at Hancock to get my box sent
on to N.Y.  They claimed & had to be
paid again for carrying from Franklin
to Hancock.  Leroy paid them at
Franklin.  He had better see them
when he is down there & try to get it
back.  So Reynolds thinks he had
ought to have 25 cts for postage &
trouble making $25.00 in addition I
paid $1.00 to get it from N.Y.
including what you paid it makes
quite a sum don’t send any more
unless I write.  Elder Longworthy is
still here.  I am very anxious to see
them little faces & to see how they
grow.  If you don’t get that money

write at once.  It was all in
greenbacks but one ten dollar bill. 
Write if you have got them calf skins.
Oct. 11, morning.  All is well. Write
often from your best friend,

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island N.Y. Oct. 17, 1864
Dear Jane.  It is now evening.  My
health has been poor since Thursday
so went to the Drs on Friday morning
commenced in my stomach & had
cramps in my stomach & legs & feet
& wrists.  Have not had cramps since
Friday but have been so sore that I
could hardly walk with but little
appetite to eat but have worked all the
time.  Elder Longworthy is still here. 
I received your letter of the 11 the
13  & since then I have got the one ofth

the 27 of Sept.  I was glad to hear you
had got that money all safe & had
paid Dr. Fitch.  If Butts pays for that
hay $35.00 so it goes to Griswold.  I
will still owe him about $112.00 on
$115.00 if he does not pay it will be
about $150.00.  You had better pay
the little debts next.  I will write to
Haywood & Griswold & find out just
the amount & write & let you know. 
The best way to get money to
Griswold is to deposit it in the bank
payable to his order & send it to him
or me & I will send it to him.  I did
not write on Friday night as I did not
feel as if I could sit up.  I hope when I
hear from you again the children will
be better.  You have it hard enough
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when all are well & when any one
sick you have a double portion.  I
shall be very glad when I can be with
you & help take care of the children
& I hope & pray that all of our lives
may be spared & we may spend many
happy years in each others society. 
Every thing looks about as common
here as to my leaveing.  I must close
as it is time to put out lights.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Oct. 22, 1864
Dear Jane.

Dear Jane.  I received yours of
the 17  on the 19 .  It is very pleasantth th

to get a letter from home especially if
you are associated with those that you
lothe & have not the least confidence
in & no more respect for than a dog.  I
can read the letter over until I know
them all by heart.  I am glad that you
sent & got the over coat for I paid
$3.00 for it.  My boss don’t know that
I sent but $100.00 home.  It has paid
quite a debt & I am pleased that I had
the opportunity to make it.  There is
no chance to make anything now if I
was alone the boss does not do any
work to speak of but comes in every
little while & if things are not just as
he wants them he flies in to a passion
& slats things around at a great rate.
He slatted things around yesterday
morning & then went out.  I take it as
cool as a cucumber.  He came in in an
hour or so & sit down for 2 or 3
minutes & then asked me how I

managed to keep so even tempered. 
He evidently was ashamed of what he
had done & has behaved quite well
since.  My health is quite good now &
I have a good appetite to eat.  We
have 150 men now & Mr.
Longworthy has got detailed in the
guard & will stay here.  He says he is
very sure Luther told him last spring
that I was to have half of the oats an
what was ploughed.  The crops have
been better than I expected they
would an the place. You can have all
the pancakes you want.  I wish I
could be there to help you.  You must
feed them little boys so they will
grow finely.  I will write again
Tuesday.  Time glides swiftly on.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y.  Oct. 25/64
Dear Jane,

As the time has arrived for me
to write, I will write a few lines
although I have no news to
communicate.  I am enjoying a fair
degree of health & have a good
appetite to eat.  My boss has gone to
N.Y. on a pass for 24 hours.  Went
yesterday.  Said he would be back to
night.  Universal quiet has reigned
since he left.  There is not much
chance to make anything now but we
have made $6.00 yesterday selling
meals.  Half of which is mine.  I can
see no signs of my being sent on but
there is many rumors a float a bout all
the men on the Island being sent off
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which may be true or false as officers
seldom tell what is going to be done
& but few know.  Time wears on
nearly 10 months have passed since I
enlisted & I have been remarkably
favored in not being sent on & it has
been providential as I have asked no
favors.  But there will be an end to
this no doubt & I will leave here at
some time.  Time & absence does not
lessen my desire to see you & all
them little ones with many others.  I
fancy I see you weary & depressed
late at night looking after the children
but you may hope for the best the
country is demanding great sacrifices
& you will always feel as though you
had made your share.  Trust in God &
hope for the best & write often & the
particulars.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Oct. 29/64
Dear Jane,

I take this opportunity to write
a few lines to you.  I have not
received any letters from you this
week as yet.  My health is good at
present & every thing is getting along
as well as could be expected.  My
boss has not got back yet & it is quite
probably that he will be left out of the
cook house when he does come as he
is of no benefit there or no where
else.  Everything has gone on
satisfactorily since he left.  No jars or
trouble with the men so much so that
one of the men who works in the

mess room said on Monday night that
it had seemed like Friday all day.  I
asked him why he said Joe had not
been there to scold & make a fuss.  I
have made eleven dollars since he
went away but have to work in a quiet
sort of way.  I think I stand a good
chance to get detailed in charge of a
cook house as there is two besides
this that the cooks are in the guard
house & am to be relieved which
means dismissed out from the cook
house so I am informed on good
authority.   I have been asked if I did
not want to take charge of a cook
house yesterday.  I may be mistaken
as there is many a slip between the
cup & the life.  I will known by the
nest time I write.  I have sent $2.50 to
Reynolds to pay for my box that he
got forwarded from Hancock.  I think
I will pair off with a McClellan man
& not vote.  If I do not I will send to
D. At Bostwick Esq. & have him
present it for me at the polls on
Election day.  I have a strong desire
to see you all & hope the time is not
far distant when I can be with you &
enjoy your society & help take care of
the children I love so well.  Keep a
plenty of apples for them this winter
& kiss them every day for me.  Write
how many potatoes was raised &&
what become of those we got down to
Fathers & what become of your fare. 
I suppose you have got some
buckwheat flour by this time.  I wish I
had a bout a dozen  pan cakes now. 
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Write all about the children.  Cora,
dear little thing.  She has all my
sympathies but I don’t think I love
her any better than Ellis with his good
natured smiling face on any of the
rest of the children.  Where is Mary
Jane.  Has she forgot who her friends
is or has she joined her self to other
idols & forgot me.  It has been raining
& wet & the wind whistles around the
building & sounds like winter.  Write
how many cords of wood you have
burned.  I must close & may a kind
providence smile on us all & may we
put our trust in him who doeth all
thins well.

Seymour Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y.  Nov. 1 , 1864st

Dear Jane.  I received your letter of
Oct. 28 but the one before that has not
turned up yet.  My health is good at
present.  Good fortune has turned in
my favor & I am detailed as cook in
charge of the cook house.  So that my
little boss is out.  He got back last
night & is in a terrible state of feeling
but is quiet as a lamb but walks the
floor the most of the time & don’t try
to controll or order anything about
the work.  He has treated me with the
gravest insolence & disrespect.  I bear
it calmly & in silence & it was
remarked to me by almost every one
they did not see how I could stand so
much & not return it.  They could not
do it.  They could not hold their
tongue & would rather lie in the

trenches in front of Petersburg.  I said
it was a long road that never turned &
there might be a turn in this one.  By
quiet attention to my business &
corteous treatment of all.  I have won
hosts of friends & my star is in the
ascendent.  I learned that when it was
determined to relieve him from his
position.  The question came up who
should be put in his place.  The
commandants of Companys generally
say who shall be their cook.  So an
orderly was sent from Head Quarters
to see who he wanted detailed to take
charge of his cook house & to know
if he wanted me.  He said yes he
would rather have me than any other
man on the Island.  So I was detailed
on Saturday & was mustered for pay
yesterday with all of the other
detailed men.  So I will in all
probability get $148 monthly pay
$140 U.S. Bounty in a short time.  If I
had worked on & not detailed I could
not get any pay & was liable to be
sent off at any time.  Detailed men if
they understand their business & are
faithful stay in their place as long as
any one are needed in it.  My little
boss is trying to get back in & have
me detailed to some other cook house
where they have drunken loafers in
now.  I should not care much only I
have the good will of the officers &
men & he has not.  The commandant
says if I am put out & he my boss put
in again he will not stay in the
company or take charge of it any
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longer & says I need not give my self
any uneasiness about it as it will not
be done.  I am cooking for the Capt.
& his lady & the Adjutant of these 10
Cos.  I am prohibited from selling any
thing at present so I will not be able
to make much at present as will not
violate it.  I should be happy to see
you all & I must close.

Seymour Knapp
I have sent my Ballot to David A.
Bostwick.

Big Flats, Nov. 6  ‘64th

Dear Brother.  Your letter was duly
received and I intended to have
answered it immediately but I have
been away from home almost all the
Fall.  And have been so hurried that
no opportunity has offered to keep
Mother from working herself to
death.  I have had to help her
considerable. Tracy having been off
on the canal part of the time, and
Father unable to any thing.  Harriet is
there now in very feeble health and
but little prospect of improving soon. 
Electa and Ann Eliza were both quite
sick when I came from there last
Monday and we have not heard from
them since.

Josephine and the children
have all been about sick for the last
week with some sort of distemper.

My own health has been quite
good for the last few months and I
have been able to do more work than

common.  Am pretty well worked out
just at present, however my house
gets along rather slow as I can only
work on it odd spells.  I was not able
to get any plasterer last fall as I could
find nobody I could hire and it
became too cold before I could do it
alone.  I have not plastered any yet
but shall have four rooms and two
closets ready in about a week.

My tobacco came in very good
considering how late it was set and
everything has gone on as
prsperously as I could expect.  I have
worked considerable on my corn
planter this Fall.  Have a machine
Built and the castings ready to put on,
and hope to be able to try it before
winter sets in yet.  I have but little
doubt that it will work well, still it is
possible it may be a failure.  I can see
nothing to hinder it doing the whole
job up nicely.  That is furrowing,
spacing, dropping, covering, packing. 
The proof of the pudding they say,
harvest, is in the eating.  If it is a
failure it will be a splendid one and I
mean if possible to know what it will
do before the ground freezes.  It
would be useless to say anything
about elections as you well know the
result before this can reach you.  The
prospect here is that Lincoln will
carry the state by a very large
majority.  There are large
neighborhoods of democrats who will
go for Lincoln in a body.  The fact is
the Pendulum hanging from the
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Chicago Platform-they say nobody
can stand on it - has done the job up
nicely for them - Little Mac, if for
nothing else, will be badly beaten for
being found in bad company.  It
seems as though the Democrat Party
had become insane.  All sagacity and
wisdom seems to have forsaken them
and they appear to be given up & a
desperate infatuation.  In short, what
claims to be that Party now is little
better than a mob and rabble.  Their
meetings are little better than
disgusting monkey shows. The whole
thing, both the Party and its
proceedings the fit off shoots of
Slavery and treason, acting from the
basest passions and the blind impulse
of the moment.  Yet in the orderings
of Divine Providence their very
eagerness and determination to win at
all hazards are made. The means of
working their own defeat.

Their last desperate effort will
be made next Tuesday, and desperate
enough it would no doubt be if they
only dared and perhaps it will be fully
enough so to be pleasant any how.

The last hiss of the serpent will
be heard at sundown when from one
end of the land to the other it is
declared “The polls of this election
are now closed”.  What kind of a
place is Harts Island?  A rendezvous
station for invalid soldiers, fort or
what?

Yours truly,
G. W. Knapp

According to the New York
Gazetteer, Big Flats is located in
Chemung County, New York. 

Hart Island, N.Y. Nov. 7, 1864
Dear Jane.  It is now about 1 o.c. a.m. 
I have been to sleep & have got up
again & built a fire & am writing by
fire light in front of the stove.  My
health is good now the cool weather 
seems to have a good effect on me.  I
am fleshing up.  All signs of
dysentery has disappeard.  I have not
received any letters from you since
the one you wrote the 28. Oct.  I have
not wrote as soon as I should but have
waited to see how things turned.  My
little boss came back last Monday &
has left no stone unturned to get me
out & he is again in the cook house. 
He found every Officer & man
opposed  to it in the company. 
Yesterday he came here & sold me
his things in the cook house & is now
trying to get discharged from the
service.  I have bought $17 worth
things among the rest is a small single
bed stead with turned sides & posts
with cloth & crossed to lie on & goes
together with pins at the corners & is
taken down in every morning.  Then
is tick filled with shavings & two
narrow sheets & a hen feather pillow. 
It seems quite good to sleep & not
have your bones touching on a board
every time you turn.  I shall get $288
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