spells. I have been fixing some hoops
to make a basket.

Mar. 12: Saturday-Charlie and Anna
came about 3 o’clock. They have a
ver fat baby 8 months old and here
tonight.

Mar. 13:-Sunday-Company staid until
afternoon then went down to Walters.
Edwin most sick with a cold.

Mar. 14: Monday-Helped Sarah some
about washing. Went to Unadilla.
Carried a few things to Elder Lack.
He is very little better.

Mar. 15: Tuesday- Baked 7 mince
pies. Mended and greased over a
hundred pans to carry to the sugar
bush. Edwin went to Franklin gt
ingredient for washing cowpond.
Mar. 16: Wednesday-Aggie has been
quite sick all day. She has headache
& sore throat. I don’t know what to
do for her.

Mar. 17: Thursday-Aggie worse
today. Susan here this afternoon.
Edwin has been to Franklin told the
Dr to come down. He hasn’t come
yet.

Mar. 18-Friday-The Dr came this
morning. Aggie looks better. Her
throat is quite bad.

Mar. 19:Saturday-Aggie is better.
Susan & Lillie called this afternoon.
Halsey came to bring the register.
Finished my basket with Lillie’s help.
Mar. 20: Sunday-Sarah was home
today. Mrs. Homan called to see
Aggie. Caroline Bundy came home

with Sarah.

Mar.21: Monday-Sarah washed this rainy
afternoon. I helped her move bedsteads
upstairs. Earl here this evening.

Mar. 22: Tuesday-Sarah finished cleaning
upstairs. Allie came this morning. Baked
bread today. Put straw in the children’s
bed. Walter and Susan here this evening.
Mar. 23: Wednesday-baked some custard
cake. Not very good. Bell, Emily, Kate
& Lillie here this afternoon. All down to
Walter’s tonight. The children and I are
home alone.

Mar. 24: Thursday-Caroline here today. 1
went down to Walters after tea, found Hat
there. When I came home skimmed some
milk for the first time this spring.

Mar. 25: Friday-Kate staid until
afternoon. Cut out my pink apron and
basted the ruffle on. Mrs. Nichols called
a little while this afternoon.

Mar. 26:Saturday-Baked bread, finished
my apron and Carries skirt. Had corn and
beans for dinner. Edwin went to Franklin
to get a steam pit.

Mar. 27: Sunday-We are alone today.
Sarah and Lille here gone home. Walter
brought some papers tonight.

Mar. 28: Monday-Sarah washed. I helped
about the other tasks. Had custard pie for
tea. Walter here this evening.

Mar. 29: Tuesday: Came down to
Mother’s today. Dr. Sill came with me.
Just right. Found the folks about as usual
except for colds.

Mar. 30: Wednesday: Ma and I have been
to Masonville today. Went to Henry’s
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and called to see Jane Priest. Her
baby two months old is little mite of a
thing.

Mar.31: Thursday-Finished a basket,
made a hoop that I commenced last
night. Sewed on an apron for Aggie.
Am very much afraid the water will
trouble us about going home
tomorrow.

Apr. 1-Friday-Aggie & I came over to
Bainbridge this morning. Took
dinner with Uncle Chandler’s folks.
Came to Unadilla at 4 o’clock. Got
home just before dark.

Apr. 2-Saturday-Baked bread and
made sugar. Made nearly sixty
pounds. Sarah and I are very tired
tonight.

Apr. 3:Sunday-Have felt rather old
today. Sarah has gone home. Edwin
is feeling most sick with a cold.

Apr. 4:Monday-We have put a quilt
on the frame and tied about a third of
it. Walter and Horace came tonight.
Apr. 5:Tuesday-Finished my quilt.
Had the sick headache after dinner.
Edwin and Allie over to the Creamery
meeting tonight.

Apr. 6: Wednesday-Baked bread.
Sugared off. Sister Aggie is eleven
years old today. Lillie and Dudley
here tonight. Set the milk in the milk
room for the first time this spring.
Apr. 7:Thursday-Churned this
morning. Helped sister play ‘jewels’.
Mrs. Homan called for some milk.
Walter here this morning.

Apr. 8: Friday-Made sugar. Frank Halsey
called this afternoon. Susan came and
staid the evening. Edwin and Allie staid
on the hill till most ten o’clock.

Apr. 9: Saturday-Sarah ironed a.m.
Cleaned the stairs afternoon. I mended
Edwins drawers and Carrie’s apron.
Helped milk.

Apr. 10: Sunday-Very pleasant and warm.
I went down in the meadow with the
children. They enjoyed it very much. Mit
called a few minutes. I milked ten cows
tonight.

Apr. 11: Monday-Made sugar most all
day. Think it the last we shall have. It is
very pleasant and warm.

Apr. 12: Tuesday-Sarah washed wash.
She could stay with me all summer.
Don’t know how I am going to gt along.
Feel as if it would go pretty hard.

Apr. 13: Wednesday-Have been to
Franklin with Edwin this evening. Had
quite a party to eat warm sugar. Children
went down to Walters.

Apr. 14: Thursday-Finished the ironing.
Baked bread & cake. Sarah cleaned the
sap pans. Edwin and Allie went to
Franklin tonight. Brought the girls down
from Ralphs.

Apr. 15: Friday-Cleaned the parlor.
Father came this afternoon. Aggie does
not want to go home. He says Ma will
come in three or four weeks.

Apr. 16: Saturday-Churned this morning.
Walter and Aggie started for home about
nine o’clock. Edwin went to Unadilla.
Sarah went home. I staid to Walters.
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Apr. 17: Sunday- Edwin, I and the
children here alone. Allie came home
to milk.

Apr. 18: Monday-Washed, cleaned
the floor in the back room. Evening
commenced a basket.

Apr. 19: Tuesday-Made a loaf of
Indian bread. Walter here this
afternoon.

Apr. 20: Wednesday- Made ginger
snaps. Hung out my clothes afternoon
ironed. Aggie went over to Mr.
Emersons with Lillie. Edwin over to
the school house tonight. Emerson
called and got some sugar.

Apr. 21: Thursday-Churned today.
Have not felt as though I could get
up. Don’t see how I can get along
with my work this summer.

Apr. 22: Friday-Edwin away today
with Mr. Hodges. Mr. Woodruff
came for some grapes. Says he will
come again.

Apr. 23: Saturday-Churned and baked
bread. Mr. Woodruff came again
today. Did not come in the house.
Apr. 24: Sunday-Went over to Mrs.
Homans this morning. She is sick.
Attended meeting at the school house.
Elder Wilber preached. Edwin went
to Unadilla.

Apr. 25: Monday-Have not felt at all
well today. Have done only what was
obliged to.

Apr. 26: Tuesday- Sent my washing
down to Mrs. Nichols. Feel better
than I did yesterday. Made pies.

Apr. 27: Wednesday-Churned, blackened
the stove in the small room. Had it put
upstairs. Mrs. Homan came to tea. Susan
called last night.

Apr. 28: Thursday-Allie worked for Mr.
Bundy so I went down to Walters. Cut
Aggies dress. Have been sewing this
evening. Edwin has been to Unadilla.
Carried a tub of butter.

Apr. 29: Friday-Sewed on Aggie’s dress.
She went down to Mr. Nichols. Edwin
and Allie went to Franklin tonight. Left
me alone with the children. I think it ver
lonesome.

Apr. 30: Saturday-Cleaned. Allie went to
Unadilla this afternoon. I helped Edwin
milk.

May 1: Sunday-Have felt very badly all
day. Allie and Peggy went to Franklin.
Called when they came back.

May 2: Monday-Washed. Mr. Bryon and
Steve here laying wall. Make short cake
for supper. It was very good.

May 3: Tuesday-Baked bread. Boiled
cream. Liz and Mrs. Carley cleaned the
school house. Here to dinner. Edwin got
a letter from Frank Kelsey.

May 4: Wednesday-Takes most all the
time to cook for the men. Mrs. Homan
here today. Staid and washed the dishes.
I ironed this afternoon. Churned tonight.
May 5: Thursday-Made parsnip stew for
dinner. Mrs. Homan here to supper.
Edwin went to Unadilla tonight. Brought
a letter from Ma, Aunt Belinda is dead.
May 6: Friday-The men have finished the
wall and gone. Allie is down to Mr.
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Byrons. Susan here this afternoon. I
have not felt very well today.

May 7: Saturday-Churnded, baked
bread and cake. Edwin and Allie
cleaned the stove pipe. Carried the
sitting room stove upstairs. Had
some asparagus for supper.

May 8: Sunday-Very rainy this
afternoon. Mr. Webber did not come.
I have been sick most all day. Milked
8 cows. Allie gone home.

May 9: Monday-Have commenced
today rainy. Edwin went to Unadilla.
Put away some tallow. Sent my
clothes down to Mrs. Nichols to be
washed. Do not feel well enough to
do it myself.

May 10: Tuesday- Feel some better
today. I churned. Cleaned the floor.
Mr. And Mrs. Douglass here this
afternoon.

May 11: Wednesday-Baked bread,
biscuits and fried some cakes. Aggie
has quite a hard cold.

May 12: Thursday-Cleaned. Edwin
went to Unadilla with Ralph. Called
down to see Aunt Eleanor tonight.
May 13:Friday-Ed Beach here to tea
had some asparagus.

May 14: Saturday-Edwin cleaned. 1
did not feel well this forenoon. Sarah
came this afternoon. Says she is not
going to stay at Otego much longer.
May 15: Sunday-Staid at home today.
Allie went away with the horse. Rode
up to Ralphs tonight with Edwin. Got
the milk can.

May 16: Monday-Commenced sending
the milk to the creamery. Edwin planted
corn. Ralph called to see about going to
election.

May 17: Tuesday-Edwin gone all day. I
helped milk tonight. Milked seven cows.
Daniel Bradley called at the door tonight.
Did not come in.

May 18: Wednesday-Edwin and Allie up
to Ralphs most all day. Br. B. H. Rose
here tonight.

May 19: Thursday-Edwin went up to the
creamery to fix a pin for his logs. Mrs.
Homan here this afternoon. Have had
quite a hard thunder shower tonight.
May 20: Friday-Have been to Unadilla
and Ralphs folks. Got some hats and
fixings for a bonnet. Uncle Porter called
a few minutes. They are up fishing.

May 21: Saturday-Baked bread and pies.
Fell tired out tonight. Seems as though I
could not get along alone much longer.
May 22: Sunday-Have been over to see
Mr. Weber preach this afternoon. Like
him well. Carrie went to sleep. Edwin
went to Unadilla to meeting.

May 23: Monday-Did house work most
all day. Baked some giner cake. Mended
my dress this evening.

May 24: Tuesday-Baked Indian bread.
Cleaned the shelves and cupboards in the
backroom. Cleaned floors. Called down
to Walters tonight.

May 25: Wednesday-Went up to Mr.
Douglass’ Pit and Eda called here
tonight.

May 26: Thursday-Baked bread and cake.
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Edwin and Allie worked on the road.
I got dinner for Ralph but he had
company and not home. Edwin and
Ralph went to Unadilla tonight.

May 27:Friday-Made some ginger
cake this morning. Washed my
dishes and made some black cake.
May 28: Saturday-Baked some pie
plant pies. Cleaned the floor.
Finished my other housework. Rose
and Earl here this evening.

May 29: Sunday-Expected to go to
meeting but it looked so much like
rain we did not. Allie and Miss
Olendry here this afternoon.

May 30: Monday-Washed the sitting
room window and tried to make some
soap. Did not have very good luck.
May 31:Tuesday-Washed...windows
and cleaned back room and
milkroom. Baked bread.

June 1: Wednesday-Mrs. Kirby,
Elmira Fuller, Ann and Susan here to
dinner. Went down to Walters this
afternoon.

June 2: Thursday-Baked pies. Sewed
on Carrie’s old dress. Went to
Unadilla tonight. Got cloth for
Aggie’s summer dress.

June 3: Friday-Felt most sick this
morning. Visited Ralphs this
afternoon.

June 4: Saturday-Baked bread and
cake. Afternoon went down to
Walters a little while. Edwin and

Allie went fishing got quite a number.

June 5: Sunday-Went to Unadilla to

meeting. The first time in a long while.
June 6: Monday-Cleaned my bedroom.
Put up the curtains. Swept upstairs.

June 7: Tuesday-Baked pies. Susan here
this afternoon. Lillie here tonight.

June 8: Wednesday-Went to Unadilla.
Found cousin laura and Jane at the depot.
Was very glad to see them.

June 9: Thursday-Baked bread this a.m.
Visited with the girls.

June 10: Friday-Sewed some today.
Jennie is making a dress.

June 11: Saturday-The girls have gone.
Edwin carried them to Unadilla.

June 12: Sunday-At home all day. How |
wish we could go to the meeting.

June 13: Monday-Sewed on Aggies white
dress. Got along very well. Finished
tacking the skirt.

June 14: Tuesday-Baked bread. Mr.
Daniels here to dinner. Carrie is most
sick with a cold. Edwin has gone to
Franklin tonight.

June 15: Wednesday-Have been over to
Caroline’s today. Came home in the rain.
Sewed on Agnes dress a little tonight.
June 16: Thursday-Went down to Walters
this afternoon.

June 17: Friday-Susan here this
afternoon. We went out after tea for a
few strawberries. Edwin and Allie gone
to Franklin tonight.

June 18: Saturday-Picked a few berries.
Had a short cake for dinner. Old Mrs.
Homan and Mrs. Carley here to tea.
Edwin & Allie gone to Unadilla tonight.
June 19: Sunday-Ver warm indeed. Did
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not go to Church.

June 20: Monday- Baked bread.
Sewed on Agnes dress. Got it done.
Enough so I put it in the wash. Mrs.
Rifenbark here to dinner.

June 21: Tuesday-Felt very badly
today. Could scarcely do my work.
Mr. Hodges and Mrs. Here to tea. |
had to help milk.

June 22: Wednesday-Baked biscuits
and cakes. Went over to Mrs.
Homans a minute to see her new
things. Edwin gone to Franklin
tonight.

June 23: Thursday-Did housework in
the forenoon. Cut Aggies pink dress.
Got the waits most done. Ralph and
Mrs. Homan here to dinner tonight.
June 24: Friday-Sewed on Aggies
dress. Made the flounce and put it on
the waist. Edwin commenced haying
today.

June 25: Saturday-Worked around the
house in the forenoon. Did some
mending afternoon.

June 26: Sunday-At home again
today. Itis very warm. Mrs.
Olendorf came and staid with us.
Helped milk.

June 27: Monday-Have not done
much today. It is very warm indeed.
Edwin and Allie are haying. Lillie
here to supper. Rained a few days.
June 28: Tuesday-Very warm.

June 29: Wednesday-Sewed on
Aggies dress. Susan called a little
while tonight. It is very warm and

dry.

June 30: Thursday-Finished Aggies dress.
Cut out some drawers for Carrie. Aggie
went home with Lillie Wells tonight.
Carrie and I went home with Mit. She
was here this p.m. Had a little rain this
afternoon.

July 1: Friday-Sewed on Carries drawers.
Mrs. Homan brought me more berries. I
thought that I should never gt them
looked over. Took me till night. Sent
Mrs. Nichols five dollars tonight for
washing.

July 2: Saturday-Baked bread. Cleaned
floors and lamps. Frank Halsey called
this afternoon. Mit called tonight for a
few minutes.

July 3: Sunday-At home as usual.

July 4: Monday-Allie and I have to help
milk.

July 5: Tuesday-Henry and Emma came
just before noon. Went to Franklin
tonight. Allie came home. Mrs. Bartlett is
sick.

July 6: Wednesday-We are all tired today.
Went to Franklin for a ride tonight. Had
a very pleasant time.

July 7: Thursday-Henry and Emma went
home after dinner. It is very lonesome.
July 8: Friday-Have not worked much
today. Sick this afternoon. Etta came and
helped. Aggie washed dishes.

July 9:Saturday-Feeling better than I did
yesterday. Susan came up and helped me
a little while. Mrs. Williams called
tonight.

July 10: Sunday-Went down to Walters
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today. Staid there for diner. Had new
peas.

July 11: Monday-Baked bread, cake
and pies. Went out and got berries for
our pies. Mrs. Bartlett’s worse
tonight.

July 12: Tuesday-Mrs. Bartlett died
this morning. Edwin, I and Carried
came down to Mother’s today. Found
them about as usual.

July 13: Wednesday-Went to
Masonville. Took dinner at Henry’s.
Visited at Plinys this afternoon.
Called at Mits after tea.

July 14: Thursday-Felt almost sick all
day. It has been very warm. Drove
home after tea had a very pleasant
ride.

July 15:Friday-Feel better today. Cut
the dress Ma gave me. Have got it all
together by the seams. Susan called
tonight. Had string beans for dinner.
July 16: Saturday-Sick this morning
with headache. Felt better about
noon. Baked a loaf cake and ginger
bread.

July 17:Sunday-We are alone tonight.
Allie has gone to Frank to stay a
week.

July 18: Monday-Called down to Mr.
Nichols tonight a few minutes.

July 19:Tuesday-Mrs. Nichols and
Sarah came up to cut a dress.

July 20: Wednesday-Sewed on my
dress some besides doing my other
work. Sarah came up this morning
and got some pork and a few string

beans.

July 21:Thursday-Almost finished my
dress. Old Mrs. Homan here this
afternoon. Mit and Sarah called tonight.
July 22: Friday-Finished my light dress
all but the buttons. Cut out the dark one.
July 23: Saturday- Did house work and
mended a little.

July 24: Sunday-Mr. DeForest’s wife and
little girl called here a few minutes.

July 25: Monday-Sarah commenced work
again. Hope she will be contented to stay
as long as I want her.

July 26: Tuesday-Sarah ironed. Made
cake and ginger bread. Sewed on my
dress. Went to Franklin tonight with
Mr.Bundy and Caroline.

July 27: Wednesday-Judah Bartlett’s wife
and children here to dinner. They have
gone to Well’s to stay tonight.

July 28: Thursday-Made the button holes
on my dress. After milking went out with
Sarah got a few berries.

July 29: Friday-Baked bread & pies.
Elmira and Julia here to dinner. We went
over to school this afternoon. It is the last
day. Agnes got the prize in her class.

July 30:Saturday-Dinished by dark calico
dress. Cleaned the closet and bureau.
Susan called a little while tonight.
Edwin’s wrist is most well.

July 31: Sunday-Sarah has been down
home today. Brought me some
whortleberries her folks had. Green over
for dinner.

Aug. 1: Monday- Sarah washed I did the
chores this afternoon. Sewed a little on
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Agnes dress.

Aug. 2: Tuesday-Baked cake, pies
and bread. Sarah ironed part of the
clothes. She went out tonight and got
berries enough for a pie.

Aug. 3: Wednesday-Caroline called a
few minutes. Went down to Walters
this afternoon. Caroline gave Carrie
five dollars for her ..... Mrs. Bundy
here tonight.

Aug. 4:Thursday-Finished fixing
Aggies dress. Cut some pieces for a
hat. Uncle Loockwood’s folks gone
to Franklin and coming here
tomorrow.

Aug. 5-Friday-Our company came
before noon. Uncle is quite feeble.
We have fed a great deal today. Had
bad luck making bread.

Aug. 6:Saturday-Uncle Chandler’s
folks went home after diner. 1 knit on
Agnes stocking this afternoon. It is
so very warm indeed.

Aug. 7: Sunday-It has been very hot
today. It seems as if everything
would die of it, if it don’t rain.

Aug. 8: Monday-Baked bread. Sarah
washed. Spread the clothes on the
grass.

Aug. 9: Tuesday-Took up the carpet
in my bedroom. Had quite a good
rain this afternoon.

Aug. 10: Wednesday-Elder Smith and
wife here for tea. Susan, Walter here
this evening. Aggie has been down to
Mr. Osborns this afternoon.

Aug. 11: Thursday-Baked cake in the

forenoon. Helped iron afternoon. Allie
went away this morning came back
tonight. We had very fine rain this
afternoon.

Aug. 12: Friday-Allie is away again. Has
finished his work here. William and
Caroline here to dinner. Susan and Gill
called a few minutes after they had gone.
Aug. 13: Saturday-Sewed on Carolines
dress today. Went down to Susan’s this
afternoon. Found Aggie sick when I came
home. Quite rainy tonight.

Aug. 14: Sunday-Emma and Ellen came
here with Sarah tonight. Staid a little
while.

Aug. 15: Monday-Eddie Brownson here
to dinner. Henry Wells and wife came
tonight.

Aug. 16: Tuesday-Henry’s folks were
away about nine o’clock. Sarah ironed. I
finished Aggie’s stockings. Worked a
little on my hat.

Aug. 17: Wednesday-Washed five
windows this morning. Carrie is real sick
this afternoon. Susan has been sick.
Allie came and got his trunk tonight.
Aug. 18: Thursday-Felt very badly all
day. It seems as if I never should get my
work done. I feel so little like doing
anything. Edwin gone to Unadilla tonight.
Aug. 19: Friday- Baked pies and cake.
Sarah finished ironing.

Aug. 20: Saturday-Commenced putting
my mat together. Think it will take
sometime to finish it. Lillie here a little
while tonight.

Aug. 21: Sunday-Getting cool today.
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Sarah has gone home to see her
sisters.

Aug. 22: Monday- Sarah washed. 1
helped to the rest of the work.

Aug. 23: Tuesday-I made bread and
cake. Sarah white washed the
kitchen.

Aug. 24: Wednesday-Sarah put the
carpet partly down in the kitchen.
Worked some on my mat.

Aug. 25: Thursday-Sarah ironed most
the clothes. I mended dark socks
most of the time. Edwin and Agnes
went to the Creamery for some butter
this morning. Have had a beautiful
rain this afternoon.

Aug. 26: Friday-Helped Sarah a little
about putting down the oil cloth.
Work on my mat. Hope I have got it
most done. Susan and Walter here
tonight.

Aug. 27: Saturday-Baked bread and
pies. Partly mended Edwins pants.
He 1s most sick tonight.

Aug. 28: Sunday-Do not know if |
shall ever go to meetings again. Have
not felt like doing anything today.
Aug. 29: Monday-Sarah washed. Had
a mess of old clothes to wash.

Aug. 30: Tuesday-Sarah and Aggie
ironed.

Aug. 31:Wednesday-Made some
applesauce. Sewed on my mat. Sarah
cleaned some up stairs.

Sep. 1: Thursday- Sarah washed
windows in forenoon. Went over to
Mr. Pomeroy’s in the afternoon.

Charlie and Ellen staid there.

Sep. 2: Friday-Caroline came today.
Brought me some crab apples. We sewed
on her dress. Mr. Knapp and wife were
here to tea.

Sep. 3: Saturday-Made preserves and
pickles of my apples. Think they will be
very good. Sewed a little on my mat.
Have got I most done.

Sep. 4: Sunday-Has been quite rainy
today. We have been married nine years
today. Does not seem so long.

Sep. 5. Monday-Sarah washed this a.m.
Ironed most all of the clothes in the
afternoon. I finished my mat and very
glad to get it done. Mr. And Mrs. Nichols
here this morning.

Sep. 6:Tuesday-Finished Carrie’s drawers
and commenced a chemise for myself.
Sarah washed the windows up stairs.
Edwin has been to Franklin..

Sep. 7: Wednesday-Have sewed most all
day. Sarah made pies and cake tonight.
Picked some tomatoes for tomato sauce.
Sep. 8: Thursday-Finished my chemise.
Mended Carrie’s apron. Sarah made
bread and cut the tomatoes. Went down to
her mothers and got some onions tonight.
Sep. 9: Friday-Made tomato sauce. Went
down to Walters this afternoon. Susan
was alone. Mit has gone to Coventry.
Sep. 10: Saturday-Made Carrie an apron.
Sep. 11: Sunday-Sarah did not go home
today. Mr. And Mrs. Nichols called a few
minutes this evening.

Sep. 12: Monday- Helped about the house
in the morning. Afternoon made Carrie’s
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night dress.

Sep. 13:Tuesday-Made pies in the
forenoon. Afternoon stewed apples
for jelly. Walter’s folks here tonight.
Mit has gone home. Mr. Bundy &
Nichols her tonight.

Sep. 14:Wednesday-Made my jelly
like 1t very much. Canned some ripe
tomatoes. Mr. N. here today digging
potatoes.

Sep. 15: Thursday-Made pies, apple
and pumpkin. Cut tomatoes for jelly
pickles.

Sep. 16: Friday-Finished Carries
apron and made mine. Mr. N. here
gathering apples. We have some very
nice ones.

Sep. 17: Saturday-Cut out a fine shirt
for Edwin. Sewed part of the day.
Edwin and Sarah have been to
Unadilla tonight. Susan came and
staid with me and changed Agnes...
Sep. 18: Sunday-Sarah got home
today. Mr. N. had our horse to go to
Unadilla.

Sep. 19: Monday-Baked bread.
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Louise wrote a letter to her Mother.

Sidney, Sept. 19", 1870
Dear Mother,

I was very glad to hear from
you. Had looked for a letter every

week this great while.

We are well as usual. The children
are enjoying themselves very much
picking up apples. We have not as
many as we had last year but they are
very nice. I do hope you can come up
here. I want to see you very much.

Sarah has been here since the
25 of July. I expect her to stay as
long as we want her. She has said she
would not go anywhere else as long
as we would keep her. You want five
yards of cloth for your sacque but
don’t wait too long for the sake of
getting that made. You can come
here without it. I wanted one last
winter think I shall have one this
winter. Caroline and Susan like
theres very much.

Edwin got a letter from Elder
Leach Saturday. He gains very
slowly can walk with one crutch.
They like their new home very much.
Have very kind neighbors. He thinks
if we had one quarter the peaches
their hogs have eaten we would feel
rich. Ed says he goes to the orchard
and preserved about half a peck every
day.

It 1s getting dark and I must
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stop and put Carrie to bed. You must
make some tomato sauce. I believe
you have that receipt. I have made
over two gallons. We have a great
many tomatoes. Think I shall make
Silly Pickle before long now. Now
Ma don’t let your work keep you at
home if you can leave the sick. Come
right along, never mind your sacque.
Is Aggie coming? We all want to see
her. Tell her she must answer my
letter just the same as if I directed it
to her. I like to hear from you all very
much. Love to all. Come soon.
Louise

Sep. 20: Tuesday-Ironed part of the
clothes.

Sep. 21: Wednesday-Uncle Thomas
and Susan called here this morning on
their way to Delhi. Finished Edwins
shirt, fixed by wrapper. Old Mrs.
Homan here this afternoon.

Sep. 22: Thursday-Made pies, apple
and pumpkin. Cut tomatoes for jelly
pickles.

Sep. 23:Friday-Made over three
gallons of jelly pickles. Think they
will be very good and very tired
tonight.

Sep. 24: Saturday-Have not worked
around the house today. Dare not.
Felt very wobbly. Edwin has been to



Centre with Ralph. Helped milk.
Sep. 25:Sunday-Quite cool today.
Sep. 26: Monday-Did housework part
of the day.

Sep. 27: Tuesday-Cut out a chemise.
Susan has company from Otego
today. They called here a little while.
Sep. 28: Wednesday-Susan, Julia and
Mit here today. Edwin has gone to
Delhi. Mr. Nichols bought three
pounds butter. Have had two pounds
before.

Sep.29: Thursday-Have been down to
Walters. Edwin came home this
afternoon with Mr. N. Have six
pounds of pork yesterday.

Sep. 30:Friday-Expected to go to the
Centre but it has rained most all day.
Walters folks here this evening.
Salina Bundy is staying with us
tonight.

Oct. 1:Saturday-Have been over to
Williams today to see the Midland
Railroad. It is quite rainy and cold.
Have not felt very well today.

Oct. 2: Sunday-Feel better than I
expected to. Susan called a little
while tonight.

Oct. 3: Monday- Have not felt very
well today. Had a bad spell with my
heart this morning. Feels better
tonight.

Oct. 4: Tuesday-Sarah ironed. Edwin
has been to law suit all day. Earl came
and helped us milk.

Oct. 5:Wednesday-Baked bread.
Finished my tidy tonight. Like it very

well.

Oct. 6: Thursday-Canned my peas.
Ma and Aggie came this afternoon. |
was very glad to see them.

Oct. 7: Friday-Have been to Franklin.
Ma got her cloak cut. Like it very
much.

Oct. 8: Saturday-Ma and Aggie went
home this afternoon. It seems very
lonely. Edwin went over to the
Centre tonight.

Oct. 9:Sunday-Sunday is a very
lonesome day to me. I am left alone
with the children. Do not always feel
like reading and hardly know what to
do with myself.

Oct. 10: Monday-Did housework.
Sarah washed in the afternoon. Edwin
helped take up the sitting room
carpet. Evening went over to the
Centre with Ralph.

Oct. 11: Tuesday-Edwin and Sarah
put the carpet down again. I ironed a
little, washed my picture frames.
Edwin went to school meeting
tonight.

Oct. 12: Wednesday: Baked bread,
pies and ginger cake. Sarah partly
cleaned the milk room. Walter here
tonight.

Oct.13: Thursday-Made a basket for
Sarah this forenoon. Sewed her dress
on the waist. Then went to bed with a
tooth ache. Have felt badly all
afternoon.

Oct.14:Friday-Tooth does not ache as
bad today. Lillie here. Sarah washed



the front bedroom windows this
morning.

Oct.15: Saturday-Sarah washed my
bedroom windows. My tooth aches
again today. Aggie went down to Mr.
Nichols this afternoon. Lyman drew
the milk tonight for the last.

Oct. 16:SundayOld tooth is very sore.
Can hardly eat at all.

Oct. 17: Monday-Had tooth ache all
day. Uncle Milton and lady came just
at dark. They seem to be very happy.
Oct. 18: Tuesday-Uncle has gone to
Franklin and Otego. My tooth feels
some better today. Have cut a dress
for Aggie.

Oct.19:Wednesday-Sewed on Aggies
dress. Got it most done. Tooth feels
badly tonight. Rose came this
morning for some meat.

Oct. 20:Thursday-finished Aggies
dress. Teeth are getting some better.
Oct. 21:Friday-Sarah went to Otego
this morning. Mrs. Homan here to
dinner. Finished my lamp mat, think
it very pretty.

Oct. 22:Saturday-Churned thirty five
pounds of butter today. Uncle B. And
Georgia here to dinner. Sarah came
back this afternoon.

Oct. 23:Sunday-Very pleasant.
Children went home with Sarah a
little while. Mrs. Homan called.
Oct.24:Monday-Sarah washed. Cut
and made two shirts. Cut a shirt for
Edwin.

Oct. 28: Friday-Washed on my mats

93

today until I was tired out.

Oct. 29: Saturday-Put a new top on
the night dress. Susan and Walter
here this evening.

Oct. 31:Monday-It rains, snows and
some sun shine. First one then the
other. I have been feeling very much
discouraged today. Mr. White here
tonight.

Nov. 1:Tuesday-Very pleasant today
and this evening went down to
Walters. This afternoon had a bad
spell of palpitations. Walter and
Susan came home with me. Edwin
was away with Ralph.

Nov. 2:Wednesday-Felt pretty well
this morning. Had another bad spell
after dinner. Susan came up and staid
awhile. They are all gone over to Mr.
Bartletts tonight. Edwin has gone to
Franklin.

Nov. 3:Thursday-Had quite a thunder
shower this morning. Very cold
afternoon. Mr. Bundy and Earl here
to dinner. Sarah went up home a little
while tonight. Have not felt very well
this afternoon.

Nov. 4:Friday-Very pleasant. Have
felt pretty well today. Made two
white shirts for Edwin. Finished my
last toilet mat. Mr. Bundy and Earl
here to dinner. Finished digging
carrots.

Nov. 5:Saturday-Helped a little about
the work. Afternoon mended
stockings for Aggie. Mrs. Nichols
called this evening. Edwin has been



to Sidney Centre tonight.

Nov. 6: Sunday-Very pleasant indeed
this morning. I do not eat very well.
Think I ate to much for breakfast.
Edwin is very much afflicted with a
boil.

Nov. 7: Monday-Sarah washed.
Horace here ploughing. Mit came
visit this afternoon. Commenced
embroidering a chair cushion.

Nov. 8: Tuesday-Election day. Edwin
away all day. Old Mrs. Homan here
this p.m. The children have been
down to Walters. I worked all day.
Nov. 9: Wednesday- Sarah ironed.
Sewed on flannel this a.m. While the
children are in the garden with
Edwin. Finished my ... this p.m. Am
very tired tonight. Rainy this
afternoon.

Bennettsville, Nov. 6
Dear Louise,

Aggie has not left much for me
to write but I will put in a few lines.
Aunt Mary is very bad. Coughs most
of the time. Consumption seems to
be doing its work with her at present
but she may improve again after a
little. Must very soon if ever. I think
Grand Mothers sore eye keeps her
very quiet most of the time. I know
but very little about any thing out side
of home but want to go and see you
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again very much. Must hear from you
very often do write and let me know
how you get along. May God help us
to put our trust in him and be
reconnected to our lot and to be
thankful for the many blessings we
receive & that we could recount his
benefits and praise him for his good
to us. He is able to carry us through
all our trust and bring light out of
darkness.

Mother is getting very uneasy
and I must stop writing.

You will write very soon I
trust.

Your Ma

Nov. 10:Thursday-Knit on Carries
mittens. Got one most done.

Nov. 11: Friday-Mended Edwins
flannel drawers this forenoon.
Afternoon got out a pair of drawers
for myself. Edwin has gone to
Franklin. Ralph brought a letter from
Mother.

Nov. 12: Saturday-Have sewed most
all day. Finished my drawers tonight.
Susan called a few minutes today.
Nov. 13:Sunday-Quiet, warm and
pleasant today for this time of year.
Nov. 14:Monday-Cut out two shirts
for Edwin. Got one almost done.
Ralph and Walter here this p.m.
Nov.15:Tuesday-Have not felt well
today. Seed some on the shirts. Susan
here this evening. Edwin and Earl



have been to Franklin tonight.

Nov. 16: Wednesday-Walter and
Edwin killed the hogs today. Mrs.
Homan, Ralph and Mr. Nichols here
to dinner. I finished the shirts this
evening. Mr. Beardsley here.

Nov. 17:Thursday-Mrs. Homan here
part of the day. Churned. Sargh and I
worked the butter. Edwin had a barb
on his hand. Cut Agnes nigh dresses
today. Sluman and Homer called this
p.m.

Nov. 18:Friday-Sewed on Aggies
night dresses. Got one most done.
Expected Homer here this afternoon
but he did not come.

Nov. 19:Saturday-Homer called this
morning a few minutes. Has been
over to Slumans today. Came back
here tonight. Got a letter from
Mother today. She will come after I
send for her.

Sidney, Nov. 19" 1870
Dear Mother,

I did not think I should wait so
long before answering your letter.
Was glad to hear from you. Hope
Aunt Mary’s cough is better by this
time. We are all about as usual.
Edwin has been quite afflicted with
boils. They are some better now.
Homer is out from the West. Expect
him here to stay tonight. We were all
invited to Slumans to day. Walter
and Susan have gone.
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I want to see you very much.
Would be glad if you could come up
and stay ever so long but I know it is
almost impossible and I don’t know
but quite but come when you can.
Tell sister Aggie I was very much
pleased with her letter and hope she
will write again soon as she can. Tell
her Carrie sits in the big chair trying
to sew with dolly in her arms. She is
well and grows very fast. We expect
school will commence next week.
They are fixing the school-house
now. Walter and Edwin butchered
Wednesday. Mrs. Homans helped
Sarah about one day. We did not
keep but one hog so it did not make
very much work. I have made two
shirts for Edwin this week and a
night-dress for Aggie. All but the
buttons and button holes.

If you and father don’t go to Avoca
Christmas I wish you would come up
here unless you can come sooner.
Edwin is waiting to go to the office.
You and Aggie both write soon. A
good long letter.

Yours Louise

Nov.20:Sunday-Homer went back to
the Centre today.

Nov. 21:Monday-Sewed on Aggies
night dresses. Afternoon looked over
some old letters. They bring to mind
many things almost forgotten.

Nov. 22:Tuesday-School commenced.
Nov. 23:Wednesday-Mrs. Bartlett



called this morning to get a hand
pattern. Could not find it.

Nov. 24:Thursday-Thanksgiving.
Edwin has been to Franklin this
afternoon. I finished Carries mittens.
Sewed on some night dresses.

Nov. 25: Friday-Caroline here this
forenoon. Expecting to stay all day.
Susan called a little while this
afternoon. Very pleasant.

Nov. 26:Saturday-Had quite a snow
storm this morning. Pleasant
afternoon. Edwin has been to
Franklin. Sarah went to Unadilla
with her Aunt. She is almost sick
today.

Nov. 27:Sunday-Mrs. Nichols called
this morning to see Sarah. She is
feeling better. Went home with her
Mother. Very pleasant indeed.

Nov. 28:Monday-Have not felt very
well today. Susan came to chop,
ground and mince meat. Walter has
gone to Delhi.

Nov.29:Tuesday-Mrs. Nichols came
and washed for Sarah today. I cut an
apron for Carrie. My old teeth
trouble me some today.

Nov. 30:Wednesday-Finished Carries
apron. Commenced Sarahs other
stocking.

Dec. 1: Thursday-Susan here today.
Starting on Earls vest. I cut a pair of
pillow cases. Did not eat lunch teeth
trouble me some today.

Dec. 2:Friday-Teeth are feeling a
little better tonight. Mrs. N. Has been

here this afternoon. Did not stay
long. Snows very hard tonight.

Dec. 3:Saturday-Very pleasant, rather
windy. Sarah is feeling better. I don’t
know what to do with my teeth and
face. They feel very badly most of
the time.

Dec. 4: Sunday-Sarah has been down
to Walters with Lillie. I am feeling
rather poorly tonight.

Dec. 5:Monday-Feel ever so much
better today. Have finished my
pillow cases. I cut some
handkerchielfs. Mrs. Homan called
this afternoon. Edwin carried three
tubs of butter to the Village.

Dec. 6:Tuesday-Sarah ironed. Mrs.
Homan called this afternoon. Quite
rainy most of the day. Earl home this
evening.

Dec. 7: Wednesday-This morning put
away some things. Afternoon made
some collars. Earl here this evening.
Edna has been over to Mr. Rifenbarks
today. Snows tonight.

Dec. 8: Thursday-Put new bands on
Edwins shirt sleeves. Sewed more
buttons on Carries white stockings.
Sarah’s been to singing school
tonight.

Dec. 9:Friday-Have been fixing
Aggies dress. Am not feeling very
well tonight. Susan here a little while
this evening.

Dec. 10:Saturday-Edwin has been
down to see if Horace will go to
Bainbridge after Ma. Wish she was




here today.

On December 10, 1870 Louise gave
birth to her third child, May
Wattles.

She gave birth to May on that day.
Her Mother did arrive as the next
entry in the Diary is December 25"
in which she states “Baby was born
two weeks ago last evening, Dec.
10™. Susan staid with me till ma
came the next afternoon. Aunt
Mary was failing and Ma could not
stay. She started for home Tuesday
and met a boy. Aunt Mary died
that morning about nine o’clock. I
felt very sorry that I had sent for
Ma but I did not know how to get
along without seeing her a little
while.”

In my research it shows that
Louise’s mother lost two sister’s in
1870. First Belinda died on May 2,
1870 and Mary Ann died December
13", 1870.

Dec.25:Sunday-Christmas Day-The
children were up before light to see
what was in their stockings. I found
cloth for an apron, a hairbrush and a
diary for 1871.

Dec. 26: Monday-Edwin has been to
Unadilla with Ralph. Saw Mr. Rose.
Dec. 27: Tuesday-Edwin has been
over to the Centre. Mr. Halsey here
this afternoon. I sewed up Aggies
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dress skirt. This evening Earl was
here.

Dec. 28:Wednesday-Sewed a little on
Aggies dress. Commenced a letter to
Eunice. Edwin had to go down to Mr.
McCletsus. Did not have to stay.
Dec. 29:Thursday-Have done but
little today except take care of baby
and my old teeth. Mr. Beardsley
fixed the clock. Edwin went after the
Dr or dentist but they could not come
today.

Dec.30:Friday-My teeth have felt
some better today. Sewed on Aggies
dress. Get along very slowly with it.
Dec. 31:Saturday-Have sewed but
very little today. My teeth have felt
very badly all day. My face is sore
and swollen. It needs more
patience.... I have to get along with
the toothache.

The next correspondence that was
found was dated March 5%, 1872.

Sidney, March 5™, 1872
Dear Mother,

I want to see you so much.
Wish you were here today. Eunie is
not well. She has had a very bad cold
that is better. Now she has a sore
mouth. I suppose you know about
how cold it is today. Edwin set up all
night to keep fire. Mr. Scott from
Bainbridge staid here last night. He
has gone to Franklin today. The



water has not run to the barn in a long
time and but very little at the house.
This morning that little froze and I am
afraid we shall not get it running
again until warm weather. Baby has
gone to sleep. Aggie has not been to
school but a few days since you were
here. She had a cold and so much
headache I thought she better stay at
home. Carrie is pretty well just now.
But has a cold and swelled neck most
all the time. Edwin wants me to ask
you what day you will be at Unadilla.
I wish you could come and stay a
week. [ want to see you very much
but don’t see how I can visit you at
your house so do come up here if you
can. I have a pattern all ready for
you. Bring Aggie with you. Write
soon as you get this.

Your Louise

There is a span of one year where
no letters were found from March
of 1872 until January of 1873.

In the previous letter Louise talks
of “Eunie” and not sure if she is
referring to her little girl “May” or
not. In January 1873 Carrie goes
to visit her Grandmother Jane in
Bennettsville and writes to her
Mother , Father and Sister.
Carrie is now 6 years and .

Bennettsville, Jan. 26™

Dear Papa, Mama and sister.
I have just come from church.
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Went with Grandma. [ am well. Am
comeing home next Spring. [ want to
see you but don’t want to go home
yet. I went down to Uncle Henrys
last week. Am going down to Aunt
Augusta’s next week if [ can. Mr.
Cole came a long here & gave me a
bottle of perfumery. I have not been
home sick yet. Or don’t want to be. |
was very much pleased when Uncle
Gardner gave one that letter from you.
Hope you will answer this. T will
write again if you will. I have got one
now telling but no new singing (that
is to papa.) Aunt Aggie is not ready
for me to go home yet she says.
Mama I knew what day my birthday
was & I got an apple & some
chestnuts. I think of you most all the
while. They have had a donation for
Uncle Henry. Papa I am not poor
little Carrie. I am little Carrie. How
tall is Eunie. Does she talk. I like to
stay with Grandma well indeed. The
snow is offle deep here. Aunt Aggie
says you must answer her letter then
she will write again.

Good by from your little
Carrie
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Ulysses, March 26" - 73
Dear Sister,

I often think of you and resolve
to write to you but it seems almost
imposible for me to get at it. I often
long to hear from you and should be
very glad to visit you but cannot tell
when; I have not been very well this
winter and my ambition to get away
from home 1s very small. I know that
you must have a great deal of trouble
with Mother I wish I could help you.

I know that I should be poor help how
you do it I do not know. I want to
write you a long letter but I cannot
today.

From you Aff Sister, Clarinda

(We have killed a hog today I am very
tired.)
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Louise Bennett Wattles died on June
5, 1874 shortly after the birth of her
fourth child, Blanche. Louise was
only 32 years old at the time of her
death. At this time Agnes was 12
years; Carrie was 7 years; May, or
Eunie as she was referred to, was 3
years; and baby Blanche was a few
months old. At this time I have not
ascertained her exact date of birth.
Agnes and Carrie went to live with
relatives and May and Blanche
stayed with Edwin.

The following letter is addressed to
Aggie Wattles in care of William
Dewey (husband of Edwin’s sister,
Caroline), Sidney Center, NY and
dated at Bennettsville, Monday,
June, 1874.




Bennetsville, June 16, 1874
Dear Aggie,

I did not get your very good
letter Saturday because I went round
by Sidney Plains. So I wrote to you
before I got it and have written more
if I had read it before I wrote. 1 am
very glad that you are feeling well &
are contented. You have got the best
place in the world to live and you
must be good to Aunt Caroline and
help her all you can when she is so
sick. I am afraid she will get down
sick and not be able to be around the
house.

She has so much sewing to do
& not much time to do it. I want you
to tell her she may take our sewing
machine and keep it as long as she
wants to. I had rather it would be
used and taken care of than to stand
and get rusty. It is a very good one
and never out of repair and runs so
easy. I think she could run it if she is
not very strong. [ would bring it up
but can’t leave at present. Tell Aunt
Caroline if she can spare Harper to let
him come over & get it & some other
things that you might as well take.
Maybe you could come with him if
you could stand the ride over & back.
Grandma is about the same this
morning. The rest of them are well.

Tell Aunt Caroline that I can
hardly see to write that her great
kindness 1s appreciated and hope that
some day she will get partly repaid
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Caroline Wattles Dewey

William Dewey




for it. If you see Carrie tell her I will
write to her before long and that she
must be a good girl and do just as
Aunt Susan wants her to. Eunie
wants to finish this letter.

Good Bye

From Papa
Dear Aggie I sleep with Papa every
night. Good Bye Eunie

Also on this letter there is more
written but it is all crossed off.

“Is sick and I have been sick but am
better now. Ma was so sick one night
the doctor thought she could not live
more than twenty four hours. She did
not know how it was. Friday before
last about dark she was her worst.
Said she did not feel any pain at all.
Saturday a little girl baby was born
she was a week old yesterday. She
weighs five pounds and a half all
bundled up. It is a very small baby”

Louise Wattles passed away
January 5, 1874 at the age of 32
years. She died shortly after the
birth of her fourth child. The new

little baby was named Blanche.

Aggie, the oldest child, appears to
be with Caroline and William
Dewey; Carrie, the second oldest is
with Susan and Walter Wattles;
Eunie and the new Baby are with
their father.
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Bennettsville, Monday, June 1874
Dear Aggie,

I felt quite disapointed because
your letter did not come Saturday.
Think it must have gone around by
Sidney and will come today when the
Stage goes to Masonville. I hope to
hear that you are well & that Aunt
Caroline is better. Grandma is a little
better but she 1s likely to be sick for a
long time. The baby and May are
well. Aggie Bennett is well & gone to
work to take care of her Mother.
Agnes Boothe has come back & will
stay if she keeps well.

Aggie says tell you that she
wants to see you and will come up
when she can. I cannot go to see you
yet awhile because I cannot leave
home at present on account of Grand
Ma but will come when I can. May
wants me to hold her hand so that she
can write you a letter but I do not think
you can read much of (inserted here
are a few scribbled lines).

I want you should be a good girl
and be contented to stay with Aunt
Caroline because we are so bad off
here at present that I do not know how
we shall get along. But there will be
some way. Write often & let me know
how Carrie gets along.

Good bye from Papa

Along the edge of this letter is
written: Grandma says tell Aggie that
she is feeling better this morning & the



baby is doing well and would like to
hear from you.

On this letter, from the contents, it
appears that Eunie and May are
one and the same.

Bennettsville, June 20", 1874
Dear little Carrie,

I thought you would want to
hear from us by this time. I am not
very well to day because I have taken
a hard cold which has made me ache
all over but will not last long for I
mean to break it up if I can. Grandma
is not much better yet. Her fever
keeps just about the same and I think
she has got to be sick a long time.
Aggie Bennett is well enough to work
all the time.

Aunt Eunice 1s here yet but [ do
not know how long she will stay.
Agnes Brothers has gone home sick
again. She will not come back
anymore. It seems almost impossible
to find any one to work for us and I
do not know how we shall gt along.
Aunt Susan sent James over & got the
baby to day. She will keep her a few
weeks to give Grand Ma a better
chance to get well. May 1s well and
runs all over and talks most all the
time. You do not know how much
company she is for me now you and
Aggie are gone away but maybe |
shall have to find a place for her if
Grand Ma should keep sick a great

while. You must be a good girl and
make Aunt Susan as little trouble as
you can because she is not very well
and will have to much more to do now
she has you to take care of. 1 know
she will have just as much care for you
as Mama died and you must be good
all the time. Uncle Gardener just came
to the desk & says tell Carrie to be a
good girl and that he wants to see her.
Grandma says you must not forget
your Grandma. Aggie says she want
to see you & will remember you. [ had
a letter from Aggie to day. She is glad
she has got such a good place to live
and 1s content. She will go over to see
you this week. I wrote to her to have
Harper come down and get our sewing
machine. She has so much sewing to
do and so little time to do it. I think
they will come down this week.
Grand Pa says tell Carrie he thinks
about her every day & wants you to
write to him. Now I have written you
quite a long letter and must stop but I
want you should remember that you
promised me you would write if
somebody would hold your hand. Earl
and Emily and Aunt Susan will. T am
sure 1f you ask them to. I want you
should ask Uncle Walter , Aunt Susan,
Emily & Earl to write to me because it
seems lonesome some now but | mean
to try and keep up good spirits for
awhile and shall soon feel better.
Good Bye, Papa



==1g Wattl_és

? Susan Wattles
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Walter Wattles

Sidney Center, Dec. 12", 1874

Dear Agnes,

I meant to have written sooner
but have been busy.

The sick ones are better.
Almost well. Donation party last
evening. Did not attend. Received
sixty dollars.

I want you should be very
careful of your health as there is so
much sickness just now. In regard to
matter we was talking about I have no
doubt can be arranged satisfactorily to
all concerned. I want to get a house
for you & Carrie & myself above all
things else! This boarding and living
everywhere or nowhere is pretty



tough and very expensive. I had
rather live in a log cabin with you &
Carrie with nothing but rye bread cold
potatoes and a wooden spoon than to
do as we are doing now. I think a
kind Providence will so order it
before another fall. If enough
belongs to you in the estate for that. |
shall be satisfied and I think you will.
I shall have to be appointed guardian
the first thing then we can naturally
agree upon what is best.

Remember me to your folks
and write soon.

Yours as ever,
E R Wattles

In 1875 Aggie receives a letter from
her cousin, Harper Dewey. The
letter was sent to Bennettsville, NY,
Chenango County.

Sidney Center, Nov. 22™ 1875
Dear Cousin Aggie,

I have just come from the
woods and I haven’t but few minutes
to write and only half a sheet of paper
to write on but [ am going to just
write a word any way because I said I
would. I have been looking for a
letter from you. I did not suppose you
would wait for such a slow thing as I
am to write first but I suppose you are
busy going to school and studying.
That is right. I hope you will learn
lots of things this winter. And I guess
you will teach school before the
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Wheat girls do . Your Pa is off
buying butter and I am all most
homesick. I don’t have any one to
play with but old Rover and get down
on the floor and roll about once in the
while. I went over to Wells Bridge
the eve. They wanted I should come
over. I wish you had been there. I’ll
bet we could beat them dancing
schottische. Lillie went over with me
but I could not get her to come back
with me. She had to stay over and
visit Anson Morse. The revival
meetings still flourishes and
considerable interest is manifest by
some. [ have resisted all the
entreaties of old Parsons so far and
persevere I shall. Br. Davis’ sister
teachers our school this winter. Kate
has engaged it for next summer.
Mother has had the head ache in her
stomach again this afternoon but
guess she is feeling better now. ---- [
must step out do chores. Write me a
long letter and I will take more lines
to answer it then have taken to
scribble this off.

Good Bye Honey

Harper

The next letter that was found is
one written by Carrie and not
addressed to any one in particular,
however she does address Aggie.

Bert Simpson does not get well
enough to go out doors much yet.



Nettie is sick now. Mr. Simpson
comes over most very day to tell us
the news. I have not seen Libbie

since you went away. [ suppose she
is in Walton now. I heard that Lottie
Bell White was married a while ago,
what do you think of that? Tell
Blanche that [ would like very much

to come down and go to school with
her next summer and play with her in
her play-house. Give my love to her Box in which the Charter was
and Grand Ma and Aggie. | have brought over on the Mayflower.
written al I can think of this time. I
guess Aunt Caroline will write some.
Now please write to me soon, Aggie,
you don’t know how glad it makes me
to get a letter from you.

Good Bye, Carrie

1 nobcalled for i 10 dogs, turmto

Pagk Qentral Hotel,

-

,Har er Dewey”
p J/ﬁy
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Park Central Hotel
Hartford City, Conn
May 24" 1875
Dear Aggie,

While we are waiting for train
to go north I will send you just a word
to tell you that our Post Office for the
present will be St. Albans, V.T. and
that you must write to me as soon as
you get this. I am very anxious
indeed to hear from you & Carrie,
more so because Carrie was not well
when I came east. | have been well
since I left home. And have been
staying with friends since Friday, who
were formerly from Franklin. They
have been very kind to us indeed.
Taking great care to make sure our
stay pleasant & showing us the
curiositities of the beautiful city. One
of which is the Althemium which are
the Historical relics are collected &
placed on exhibition. Among which
1s the box in which the Charter was
brought over from England on the
Mayflower.

The old historical Charter Oak tree
was lately blown down by a hurricane
but the body of the tree is preserved.

[ will try & describe to you & Harper
when I see you what is collection
preserved in the Athemium. But I can
give you only a faint idea. It must be
viewed to be appreciated.

Your are all kindly
remembered.

Write, E. R. Wattles
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While searching records I found the
death of May Wattles in the
Bennettsville Cemetery ‘resting’
beside her Mother. There was no
mention of her death in any of the
letters but the gravestone indicates
she died in June of 1875 which would
make her about four years old.

Sidney Center, December 20", 1875
Dear Cousin Aggie,

Your Pa and I have been to
Franklin to day & we had such a long
cold ride that we did not want to go to
the Centre so | have concluded to write
you a letter and by the way I will say I
am afraid you intend to make me do all
the writing. [ wrote you a letter a long
while ago and I suppose you received it
long before this and I have been
looking for an answer but none comes.
Why don’t you write to me! [ want to
hear how you are getting along. I think
it is to bad for you to go away, down to
Bennettsville and not write to me at all.
Not even answer my letters. Carrie is
here. She is rather poorly nothing
seems serious. She has caught cold and
it makes her feel dull and keeps her
coughing. We maker her cheer up
when we commence talking Santa
Claus to her. Your Pa and I saw the old
fellow at Franklin today and told him to
come and bring her something and
while I think of it, as I suppose I shall
not get this started so as to reach you



much before Saturday. I’ll wish you a
Merry Christmas. I presume you
have had some sleigh rides before this
as I see sleighs going by every day
now. But I have not had any yet. Its
so very cold. I don’t get away from
the fire more than I have to. Kate
started for school this morning. You
know she is going to attend school in
Franklin this winter and while I think
of it I’ll speak of our Christmas tree.
There 1s going to be one in the Baptist
Church I believe. You were there last
year. [ wish you could be here this
year. We are expecting to have a nice
time. We went down to Uncle
Ralph’s a few minutes and Lillie told
me there was going to be a tree over
to Mr. Sissons and | saw a scarf she
was making for Trace. I suppose but
who cares if she makes out to get him
perhaps I’'ll get my tailoring done
cheaper but I don’t have but little to
do so that won’t affect me much after
all. I wish you were up here to play
with me. I get lonesome sometimes.

I don’t have much fun any way. 1|
went over to Walters a few evenings
ago. Not to hunt for the North Star
but to hear Bayard Taylor lecture and
I was highly entertained to. There has
been a couple of Temperance lectures
delivered here lately. They did not
amount to much I thought but I went
and heard them both and there is
going to be another and I suppose I
shall go again. Well I guess I will
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close this letter and I hope you wont
criticise to closely as I am aware that
it’s not much of a letter now. Write to
me and write soon or I shall think you
don’t want to hear from me any more
and stopo writing.

Good Bye from your Cousin

Harper

According to the Census records of
1880, Lillian was the wife of Tracy
Morse, a clothier and tailor. Their
family lived in New Berlin,
Chenango County New York.
Lillian was the daughter of Ralph
and Julia Ann (Earl) Dewey and
Ralph was the brother of William
Dewey, husband of Clarissa Wattles,
sister to Edwin Wattles.




s |

Julia Ann Earl Dewey

Lillian Dewey Morse
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March 16, 1876
Dear Agnes,

I have not forgotten that I
promised to write to you but my head
has been so bad I could not write.
Sunday morning when at Mr. Kirby’s, |
felt so poorly I dare not go to Church
for fear I should not be able to get
home and it was well I did not for I had
all I could do to stand it till I got home
and pitched for the bed. The snow
wasted fast. We had bare ground a
good deal of the way. I felt bad enough
to cry to think I never could go any
where with out comeing home all used
up and so prostrated. Your Father has
been away some. Last night he and
Harper watched with Uncle Ralph. He
is very bad but they think a little better.
He has been entirely helpless for more
than a week. It is not very convenient
for your Pa to come to Bennetsville but
he has spoken to Mr. Merithew to bring
you from Masonville. He said he
would and would take just a good care
of you as your Father could. So wrap
up and come. We all want to see you.
Carrie has been told that you were
comeing and she was going home with
you to make a visit. She was perfectly
delighted. I think that will be as well
as we can fix things this summer and
we will see what another fall or spring
will bring forth. Make my respects to
your friends. Tell Grandma and Aggie
to come up this summer.



I did not see them enough. Your Pa
write soon. Aunt Caroline

v
2/

Caroline Wattles Dewey

Sidney Center
April 15, 1876
Dear Aggie & Carrie,

I promised to write soon but
have not found time. Am trying to
write now with a store full of people
and talking and talking to time and
have to stop every few minutes to
weigh somebodys butter. Our folks
are as well as usual. Aunt Clarissa
has come back for Uncle Ralphs.
Lillie expects to go to housekeeping
next week although I think very
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strange that she should think of going
away as long a her Father is so sick.
He gains very slowly, if any, his voice
1s low & weak and he 1s no better in
reality as far as I can judge, still, his
family thinks he is doing well. Dr. Ira
has been quite discouraged about him
but says now he will get well if nothing
new sets in. The Dr. Says inflamatory
rheumatism is such a treacherous
disease that you never know what is
coming next. He has been sick a long
time & feels quite discouraged but on
the whole bears up remarkably well. It
is a great deal of work to take care of
him.

The weather is very rainy, frost
out of the grounds and the roads almost
impassable. Breaking through and the
mud hub deep.

I think Carrie had not better try
to come up until the going is better and
then we will make arrangements to get
her here somehow.

The butter market has dropped a
little, worth now from 32 to 35. Said
two weeks ago 35 to 38.

How is your Grand Ma & Aggie
& all the rest. Are you and Carrie both
well or have you got hard colds. I am
so afraid you will get sick. You
must both be very careful and keep
well if you can. We hear of a good
deal of sickness around the
neighborhood.

You know of course, how
anxious I am to have you & Carrie keep
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