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meeting this evening. Did not like it
very well.
Jan. 22:-Thursday (Nothing written)
Jan. 23:-Friday. Mr. Van Vradenburg
here today. Elder Turnbull preached
at the school house this evening.  I
heard him.
Jan.24: Saturday (names unreadable)
Mrs. Hunt, Mrs Allen & Susan visited
me this afternoon. Attended singing
school this evening.
Jan.25: Sunday. Did not attend
Church.
Jan. 26:-Monday-Rainy today.
Finished Aggie’s white apron this
evening. Annie has gone.
Jan. 27:-Tuesday-Ann washed today.
Dora & Miss Wells called here this
evening.
Jan. 28:- Wednesday-Attended lecture
this evening.  Liked it better then I
did before. Snows some tonight.
Jan.29:-Thursday-Storm today snows
quite deep.
Jan.30:-Friday-Pleasant day. Snowed
this afternoon. Uncle Milton & Jane
visited here today. Went to Unadilla
this evening to Mr. Owen’s show.
Jan. 31:-Saturday-pleasant. Ironed
this morning. Did not wash. Called on
Mrs. Homan & Susan this afternoon.
Feb. 1:-Sunday. Did not attend
church.  Felt very much disappointed
because I could not.  Anna is not
feeling well today.
Feb.2:-Monday-Had the sick
headache this morning. Did not wash.

Called on Mrs. Homan & Susan this
afternoon.
Feb. 3-Tuesday Washed & baked.  Uncle
Pliny & Aunt Clarise here tonight. Very
cold.
Feb. 4: Wednesday-Cold, very cold today.
Uncle went home. Ben came from Oxford.
Feb. 5:-Thursday-Did housework most all
day.  Annie went down to Unadilla.
Feb.6:-Friday-Rainy today.  Mr.
Thompson came here today to tell us that
Uncle Wells is dead. He died very
suddenly.
Feb. 7:Saturday-Mr. & Mrs. Grays came
here this afternoon.  We had quite a baby
show.
Feb. 8: Sunday-Edwin has been to
Masonville today.  Mr. Youngs people
went home this morning.
Feb. 9: Monday-Washed today.  Sewed on
the baby’s dress this evening.
Feb. 10: Tuesday-Made bread today.  My
throat is quite sore tonight.
Feb. 11: Wednesday-Lib and Earl have
been here today.
Feb. 12: Thursday-Ma, Henry, Aunt Susan
& Luther came here tonight.  Luther not
very well.
Feb. 13:-Friday-My company & Susan in
Mother’s room tonight.
Feb. 14:-Saturday-Anna has gone to see
Mrs. Homan & Mrs. Bundy.  Visited in
other room today.  I attended singing
school.
Feb. 15.: Sunday-At home all day.  Father
Wattles & Ed attending funeral of Carson
Miller.
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Feb. 16:Monday-Washed with
Edwin’s help.  Found it pretty hard to
take care of baby & wash although I
had so much help from Edwin.
Feb. 17:Tuesday- Susan has been here
today.  Father W. Was sick.  Baked
bread pies. Sold paper and got a cup
& basin.
Feb. 18:Wednesday-Ben has gone
down to Mr. D.  Wish I could be
there.
Feb. 19:Thursday-Nothing written.
Feb. 20:Friday-Ben, Anna & Henry
came home today.  Henry brought
Ada home.
Feb. 21:Saturday-Henry, Edwin & I
wrote to H... today.  I sent him an
envelope & hope to hear from him
soon.
Feb. 22: Sunday-Stormy.  Henry has
gone home.
Feb. 23:Monday-Anna washed this
afternoon.  My sweet little Agnes is
sick.  Has cried along time this
afternoon.
Feb.24:Tuesday-Wanted to go to
Walters today but could not.  Baby
was not well enough.
Feb. 25:Wednesday-Baby is better. 
Susan has been here this afternoon. 
Caroline & William came later. Did
not stay long.
Feb. 26:-Thursday-Susan brought her
work this morning.  We fitted her
dress today.
Feb. 27:Friday-Mr & Mrs. Bidwell
visited in the other room today.  Anna

& Ben have gone to the Centre this
evening.
Feb. 28: Saturday-Have been to Walters
all day.  Attended singing school this
evening.  Mr. Youngs is not here any
more.
Mar. 1:Sunday-Anna & Ben have gone to
the Centre to a meeting today. 
Mar.5:Thursday: Finished ironing this
morning.  Mended Edwins coat afternoon.
Mar. 6:Friday-Aunt Ellen called here this
afternoon.
Mar. 7:Saturday-Very stormy all day. 
Baked corn bread & cookies.  Did not
attend singing school tonight.
Mar.8:Sunday:Snow quite deep.  Have not
been to church today.  Father Wattles gone
with the horse & sleigh.  It is one year
today since I came here to live.
Mar.9: Monday-Agnes is 6 months old
today.  Weighs sixteen & a half pounds. 
Edwin & Anna are out this evening.
Mar.11: Wednesday: Susan, Lib, Mother
& I visited Mr. & Mrs. Bartlett today. 
Stayed most all the evening.
Mar. 12: Thursday-Been over to the
Centre today.  Baby cried some on way
home.
Mar.13: Friday-Ivan Chandler has been
here this evening.  Came with Charles
Hubb.
Mar. 16: Monday-Attended the concert in
Franklin. Like it very well.
Mar. 21:Saturday-Mrs. Thompson & Josie
visited me this afternoon.  Mrs. Cleveland
called tonight.  My eye is very sore
tonight.
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Mar.22:Sunday-At home today.
Finished my letter to Hat Lum. 
Received one from her a short time
ago
Mar.23:Monday-Swept the chambers
& broke the stove.  Anna has gone to
stay with Aunt Ellen all night.
Mar.26:Thursday-Finished my short
dress.  Think I shall like it very well
to work in.  Edwin & Ben are boiling
sap tonight.  The first day they have
boiled.
Mar. 27: Friday-Made a small cake of
sugar.  Have not weighed it.  Anna &
Ben are visiting down to Mr. Judsons
this evening.  Very pleasant night.
Apr.1: Wednesday-Anna commenced
work today.  Cleaned the milk room.
Apr.2:Thursday-Anna cleaned the
pantry & ironed today.
Apr. 7: Tuesday-Washed & boiled
sugar in the after & evening.
Apr. 9:Thursday-Aggie is seven
months old today.  Intended to weigh
her but did not.
Apr.10:Friday-Very pleasant day but
rains tonight.  Have been over to
Walters.  Edwin & Walter are on the
hill tonight.
Apr.23: Thursday-Heard today that
Bro. VanHorne is dead & Harriet was
burned so badly Tuesday night that
she died the same night.
Apr.24: Friday-Looked for my folk’s
today but they have not come.
Apr.27:Monday-Ma, Henry & Agnes
came this afternoon.  I would like to

go home with them.
Apr.28: Tuesday-Here I am at home again
with my Mother.  Came down with them
today.
Apr.29:Wednesday-Helped Ma with her
work.  She has a great deal to do.
Apr. 30:Thursday-Called to see Grandma
Bennett tonight.  She is quite sick.
May 1:Friday-Made the baby an apron
today.
May 2-Saturday-Visited Aunt Jane &
called to see Grandma.  She is much
better.
May 3: Sunday-Attended church.  Heard
Elder Wright preach.  Saw Mrs. Bullock
Wells & Aunt Eunice Scofield.
May 4:Monday-Edwin came this p.m.  I
expect to go to Sidney tomorrow.
May 5: Tuesday-Edwin concluded to stay
today.
May 6: Wednesday-Very rainy indeed. 
Could not go home.
May 7: Thursday-Came from Bennettsville
today.  Mrs. VanHorne is ver sick.  They
do not think she will live long.  Aunt
Clarissa has the sore throat.
May 9: Saturday-Agnes weights nineteen
pounds today.  Is eight months old.
May 12: Tuesday-Mrs. Homan came today
to help clean house.  Worked upstairs.
May 13:Wednsday: Cleaned house again
today.  Edwin & Anna whitewashed.
May 14: Thursday-Helped Mrs. Homan
put down carpet this morning.  Went to
Walters this afternoon to see Caroline.
May 17:Sunday-Quite pleasant today. 
Attended meeting at the school house
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today.
May 18: Monday-Edwin & I have
been to Franklin tonight.  Carried my
bonnet to be dyed over.  Got a dress
& under shades & a sack for Anna.
May 19: Tuesday-Received a letter
yesterday from Ma saying that Mrs.
VanHorne was buried last week.  This
morning I was sitting by the stove
with baby & hit her face against it,
buried it quite badly.
May 20: Wednesday-Babys face
looks pretty bad.  I do not know what
to do for it.
May 22: Friday-Miss Henrietta
visited here this afternoon.
May 23: Saturday-Put some new
window shades up this afternoon. 
After tea Edwin & I went out riding. 
Enjoyed myself very much.  Seemed
like old times.
May 24: Sunday-Oh what a beautiful
morning.  Everything seems so
pleasant.  The birds are singing very
sweetly.
May 25: Monday-Sewed for the baby. 
Her face is much better. Almost well.
May 26: Tuesday-Finished the babys
white skirt & fixed a red one.  Ralph
and lady called here this evening.  It
is a very beautiful moonlight.
May 29: Friday-Went to Franklin
tonight.  Got my bonnet was very
much disappointed. It is not as nice as
I expected it would be.
May 31:Sunday-Willie Kirby called
here today with Ralph.

June 4:Thursday-Visited with Mrs. Harry
Birdsall at Walters today.  Expected to
attend meeting this evening but Mr.
Williams did not stay.
June 5: Friday-Sewed on Aggie’s dress
today.  Her face is still red.  Same now but
I do not think it will be long.
June 6: Saturday-Called to Walters to see
Mr. Earl’s baby.  Think they look alike.
June 7: Sunday: Quite cold today.  Anna
has been over to the Union Schoolhouse to
meeting.  Charlie is here tonight.
June 30:Tuesday-Attended exhibition this
evening.  Henry & Lib are here.
July 1: Wednesday-Went to Franklin. 
Staid till noon came home very tired. 
Henry has gone home tonight.
July 4: Saturday - Here I am home again. 
Ma is not very well.  Think I will stay a
while.
July 5: Sunday-Heard Elder Wright today.
July 6: Monday-Call down to Uncle
Pliny’s this morning.  Edwin has gone
back to Sidney.
July 7: Tuesday-Ellen Petry is here.
July 9: Thursday-Father Wattles has come
for me to go home tomorrow.
July 10: Friday-Sidney again.  Got pretty
tired coming home.
July 15: Wednesday-Attended a party at
Mrs. Homans today.  Carried her a cake of
sugar. Had a fine time.
July 19: Sunday-Ma & Henry came this
morning. .....is not very well.
July 24: Friday-Ralph has gone to
Bainbridge.  Ma went with him.
July 26:Sunday- Attended church and
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concert at the Centre today.  Very
warm indeed.
Aug. 2: Sunday-At home today.  Ben
& Anna have been to the Centre.
Aug.3: Monday-Washed the white
clothes.  Churned.  Washed dishes &
c &c &c.  Have to work.  Pretty hot.
Got a letter from Helen Lum.
Aug. 5: Wednesday-Susan helped me
this afternoon very much.  Think of
having help tomorrow.
Aug. 6: Thursday-Mrs. Cleveland has
been here today.  Anna & Edwin both
sick.  Think E will be better soon.  I
have not felt very well today.
Aug. 7: Friday: I feel better today. 
Susan came over & helped me awhile
today.  Edwin is not quite well
tonight.
Aug. 8: Saturday: Mrs. C has been
here again today.  Paid her six
shillings for her work both days. 
Hope I can get along.
Aug. 9: Sunday-Charles is here today. 
Rained very hard this afternoon.
Aug. 11: Tuesday-Washed today. Am
very tired tonight.
Aug. 12: Wednesday-Anna helped me
some today.  Addie Wattles called
here.
Aug. 13: Thursday-Addie has been
here today.  She is going west next
week.
Aug. 14: Friday-Called down to Aunt
Ellen’s this morning.  Capt. Webb is
sick.  Ironed after I came home. 
Received a letter from home.

Aug. 15: Saturday-Mrs. Homan drank tea
with us tonight.  Anna has gone over to
Mr. Emerson’s.
Aug. 30: Sunday-Anna has gone to Mr.
Wakeman’s to pick hops.
Sept.4: Friday-We were surprised tonight
by Harrie coming in.  Very unexpected.
Sept.5: Saturday-Edwin & I went to carry
Harrie over to the auction today.
Sep. 9: Wednesday-Visited at Carolines
today.  Came home after dark.
Sep. 21: Monday-Harried started for
Syracuse this morning.
Sep. 23-Wednesday-Ma & Henry came
tonight.  I was writing at Walters.  Mrs.
Morse was here.
Sep. 24: Thursday-Have been to the fair
today.  There was but a few things to see.
Sep. 25: Friday-Edwin & Anna here. 
Been to get Williams & Lady.  The Cook
& Lady are here tonight.
Sep. 26: Saturday-Called to Walters with
Mrs. Cook this morning.  They went home
after dinner.  Harrie came from Syracuse.
Sep. 28: Monday-Harrie started very early
this morning.  Expects to get here
Saturday.
Sep. 30: Wednesday-Charlie & Anna were
married.  Have gone to Bennettsville.
Quite a rainy day.

Nov. 3: Tuesday-Mr. Bacon & Lucy
started on their wedding train this
morning.
Nov. 13: Friday-Received a letter from
Father Wattles.  Mother has been sick. 
His reason they have not come home.
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Nov. 14: Saturday-Eleven o’clcock. 
Edwin has been to Franklin.  Emily
staid with me.
Nov. 15: Sunday-Charles & Anna
here to dinner. Rainy.
Nov. 16: Monday- Washed clothes.
Nov. 17: Tuesday-Butchered.  Mrs.
Cleveland helped me this afternoon. 
Aunt Ellen was here to dinner.
Nov. 20: Friday-Edwin has been to
Franklin today.  Got some cloth for a
set of clothes.
Nov. 21: Saturday-Rainy.  William &
Caroline & Susan visited here this
afternoon.  I feel pretty tired tonight.
Nov. 22:Sunday: At home today. 
Walter is sick.  E called to see him
this morning.
Nov. 23:Monday-Washed today. 
Edwin has been to the Centre.
Nov. 24: Tuesday-Mrs. Robinson
cleaned house for me today.  It has
been rainy & warm.
Dec. 24: Thursday-Came from
Bennettsville this afternoon.  Had a
very good visit.  Found Mother all
alone.  Anna staid here while we were
gone.
Dec. 30: Wednesday-Caroline came
here a little while today.
Dec. 31: Thursday-Edwin has been to
the Centre today.  Had picked some
chickens for him to carry to market.

A note at the end of the diary: Aug. 7,
1863: Bought of Knibloe & Fox

thirteen tons of coal.  Seven dollars for a
ton to be paid in fine lumber at ten dollars
for thousand delivered on or before the
first of January next 1864.

Also noted: March 27 9 1/4 lbsth

       April 6 24 lbs.th

       April 8      32 lbs.th

       April 9 37 lbs.th
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Sidney, Oct. 20th/63

Dear Mother,
I suppose you are looking for a

line from me or I should not think of
writing today.  Emily is helping me
this week we get along very well but I
have so much sewing that I want to
do it seems as if I should fly
sometimes.

I wish you could come up here
and stay a week but I suppose you
have all you can do and stay at home
all the time.  Baby is well only she is
cutting teeth has three or four
through.  Emily wants to see Aggie
much.

I like my calico very well, do
not know when I shall get it
made.
Called to see Anna last week. 

Likes keeping house very well.
Tell Henry Edwin has got a

mate for John that looks so much like
him you can hardly tell them apart.

Write to us soon if you cannot
come and see us.  Have Elder Wright
people moved yet?

It is almost stage time and I
must not write any more,

Louise

The next letter was dated Jan. 10 , 1864.th

Sidney Jan. 10 , 1864th

Dear Mother,
Thank you very much for your

presents.  I could have got along very well
without any more stockings this winter.  I
have began my dress do not know when I
shall finish it.  The baby has got a new one
to wear every day like the one she wore
home.  She begins to walk much more than
she did a week ago.

Father Wattles started north New
Years Day.  I suppose he preached at
Guilford Sunday.  We received a letter
Wednesday directed to him requesting him
to come there immediately.  Mother was
taken worse New Years.  She felt a
dizziness in the morning which she feared
would go to her stomach.  It did and she
vomited every half hour from little after
noon until 4 oclock.  The next morning she
was taken with palpilation very severe. 
She was sitting up when the doctor wrote
but was afraid she should feel worse if she
lay down.

We hardly expect she will (?) come
home, the D. Wrote “there is no prospect of
her being able to ride home this winter”. 
He thought father had not better drive a
horse but he had gone when he letter from
him came.

I wish you could come up here.  I am
getting lonesome and tired of staying alone. 
I want to go down home again very much. 
Write if you cannot come and see us.

Louise B. Wattles
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Sidney, Feb. 1 , 1864st

Dear Mother,
I received your letter this

morning was very glad to hear from
you.  I suppose we have hired a girl
although the price is not agreed upon.

I should be very glad to have
Mary if we can settle it with the other
girl we will see her and perhaps she
will just as soon go somewhere else
to work.  We shall have to give over
twelve shillings.  But I do not know
how much. Tell Mary not to go any
where till you hear from us again.  I
think she would do more work than
Miss Wright at least she would not
want to go home so often.

Mary could get twelve shillings
most any where around here.  But if
she is willing to work for us I should
like it all the better.

We have not heard from Father
Wattles in over a week.  Expect a
letter tomorrow.  Mother was gaining
very slowly then.

I attended meeting in the
school house last evening.  Eld.
Chaplin from Franklin preached.  We
expect Eld. Turnbull to preach here
half the time this year.  He is coming
next Sunday evening.

Aggie and I are all alone this
evening.  Edwin has gone up to
Scotts.

Tell my little sister that little
Aggie can walk almost as fast as she

can and tell her that Emily wants to see her
very much.

I wish I might look for you here, but
I suppose it would not do much good to
look at present.  But do come as soon as
you can.  I want to go home very much but
do not know when we can.

Yours, Louise B. Wattles

In February of 1864 Louise receives a
letter from Harrison from her cousin
Sarah.

Harrison, Feb. 18, 1864

Dear Cousin Louise,
I received your kind letter in due

season and was very happy to hear from
you once more.  I was also very much
surprised for I had long ago given up all
hopes of hearing from you again.

I think correspondence between
professed friends and more especially near
relatives should be more closely attended to
than it has been by you and I.   By
neglecting this pleasing intercourse we
become almost strangers and when we
again attempt to address each other we
hardly know what to say.

I was happy to hear that you were so
pleasantly situated and enjoying life so
well.  I would like ever so much to visit
you and become acquainted with that kind
husband of yours.  And that dear little girl
how I would like to see her.
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Who does she look like and
what is her name?  Surely you did not
tell me half enough about her.

I have not seen that baby at
Uncle Gardner’s in a long time.  Ma
brought her likeness home with her
the other day.  I see that she looks
very much like her mother. She is a
very dear to Aunt and Uncle.  I do not
know how they could live without
her.

This winter is passing very
pleasantly with me.  I am neither
teacher or attending school but
staying at home which is quite a
novelty to.  I have been away so much
during the last five or six years.

I intended visiting Ulysses
friends soon.  Uncle George came
here last week.  He said that Aunt
Mary Ann’s health was very poor.

I have not time to write more at
present.  Please write very soon.

From your cousin,
Sarah

March 5 , 1864th

Dear Mother,
We received a letter from

Father Wattles yesterday.  Mother W.
Is no better but failing.  The bloating
has extended almost all over her and
she grows weak. She began to fail
faster after we left there.  I do not
know but that made her worse.  I was
almost afraid it would.

When we got home I found a letter
from Sara she wrote they were well.  She is
at home this winter.

I fixed the Baby’s skirt as soon as I
got home and she has worn it ever since.  I
have not been any where since I came from
your place.  Baby is well and good as usual
goes to sleep every day now and sleeps
good nights.  Does not ask for anything to
eat or drink.  Mr. Seth Bartlett has lost both
of his girls with Diptheria.  The youngest 3
or 4 years old died last week.  The other
about nine died yesterday.  Mrs. Bartlett is
sick with Diptheria yet and I have heard
that the doctor said he did not think she
would live.  We hope it will not get into
any more family’s but I am afraid it will.

I shall have to begin skiming milk for
making butter next week so I shall have
plenty to do.  Come and see us soon as you
can.

Louise B. Wattles

Sidney, March 15 , 1864th

Dear Mother,
I was glad to hear that you were well

and hope you will be careful and not wash
hard enough this spring to make you sick. 
We ave not heard from our father since I
wrote to you.
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                        Emily Wattles

I am glad you sent the baby’s apron
home but what made you send the
skirt?  I do not need it.

Mrs. Bartlett does not get much
better yet but I do not know how she
is now.  Have not heard in a day or
two.  The Doct. Went down this
morning I suppose he had been there.

Emily has had quite a sore
throat but it is better now.  I have not
been there for Edwin did not like to
have me take the baby near Emily for

fear she had the Diptheria coming on.
We milk two cows.  I shall have to

churn this week.  Think some of buying
three more cows.  Have to give over forty
and perhaps fifty dollars for good ones.

If you have not sold yours you can
get man to sell them at auction than at a
private sale or at least they go very high
around here.

Wish you could come up here and
stay a week but I suppose that is almost
impossible but after your girl comes you
can come a few days.  I shall go down
home if I can but I am most afraid we are
going to have so much to do that I cannot
stay long.

Write when you can.
Louise B. Wattles

June 18 , ‘64th

Dear Henry,
Walter is going to carry Ben home

this morning & thought I would send you a
line.  He want to come down very much but
our hired girl has left us and we are tied up
for the present.  We churn one hundred
pounds of butter a week.  Come & bring
Mother up next Thursday & we will go
down the creek & catch river chub.  They
weigh 2 ½ pounds apiece.  If you will come
you may have all we can catch.  As soon as
my horses get home I am coming down 
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after your mowing machine.  I wish
you would get it repaired.  Whatever
it needs & I will pay you for it.  Ben
says Mr. Sands will use his old
machine only for old iron.  May be
you can get something off from that. 
It will be so late before I can come
down that I should not have time to
fix it up.  If I should have to send off
after any part that is missing.  Come
up soon.

Edwin

At the bottom of the same letter Louise
writes to her Mother.

Mother, 
Becky’s Grandmother is sick, the

reason for her going home.  She may not
have to stay long.  Do not worry about me. 
Anna said she would help me some next
week.  My health is very good.  Agnes is
well and takes care of herself most of the
time.

Please take care of sisters curl till I
come.

Louise B. Wattles
(7 ½ oclock my churning was done some
time ago)

Sidney, Oct. 17 , 1864th

Dear Mother,
We were quite disappointed this

morning in not receiving a letter from you. 
I thought you would write for Edwin to
meet you some day this week.

I am very anxious you should come
and stay with me as long as you can.

I am all alone this evening as usual
and it is very lonely here.  Edwin has gone
over to Sluman’s.

I received a letter from Hat Friday. 
They are well.  Her throat has been very
bad but not diptheria.  It is better now.  She
sent her photograph.

Louise B. Wattles
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Hattie Smith

Ulysses, Nov. 27 , 1864th

Dear Aunt Jane,
Having a few leisure moments I

thought I would write a few lines to
you to let you know that I shall not
soon forget you or my visit there.  I
think very often of the days spent at
your house as the most pleasant spent
in the place.  It always seemed so
good after being away some time, to
get to your house.  I think I could be
contented there a long time.

I sometimes wish I was back

there again now that I have been home and
seen all the folks but Ma says she thought
while I was gone, that if I ever came home
again she would never let me go away
again to stay so long.  So I do not know
how she would have liked the idea of my
staying all winter.  But I do very much
want to see you all.  I often return there in
my dreams and live over those happy days
but I always awoke to find myself many
miles away, surrounded by quite different
scenes.

Our people are all well with the
exception of colds.  I have had quite a hard
cold and sore throat for some time but am
getting better now.  Aunt Mary Ann and
family are well as far as I know.  I have not
been up there but twice since I got home
and then only stayed a short time.  Maria
knew me the moment she saw me and
would not hardly let any one else touch her
after I got there.  She has grown
surprisingly since you saw her and her hair
is so much longer and thicker that I could
hardly own her at first.

The diptheria and fever are raging
here.  There has been more deaths in this
town since I left home this fall than ever
there was before in one year.  Today a
lovely girl about fourteen years of age was
buried.  She was the only child of Mr. And
Mrs. Edward Wagner.  They had centered
all their affections on her and almost
worshiped her to the exclusion of
everything else but death entered that hay
household and snatched from their embrace
the idol of their hearts.  Mrs. Corey died
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one week ago today and many all now
dangerously sick around here.  I never
saw a place so changed in so short a
time.  It does not seem at all as it did
one year ago.

I had about all I could do so
keep Ma from disowning all her
copperhead, democratic, I mean,
relation for a while.  But since
election she feels rather better.  Glad
to find that Uncle Abram has so many
friends.  Judgeing from Masonville.  I
feared they would be scarce.

It is getting late and I must
close.  I hope I shall very soon hear

from you rom your own pen and don’t
you think you could come out here
this winter.  It seems as if you could
leave home in the winter better than
any other time.  I know it is not quite
as pleasant visiting in cold weather,
but I guess you would get along with

that.  We would be very glad to meet you
any time you could come.

My love to Grandma and all other
friends (yourself of course included) and a
kiss for Cousin Aggie.

Don’t forget to write and come and
see us if you can.

Yours aff. Niece Alice 

Alice is the daughter of Clarinda (sister
of Jane) and George Olmstead.

The next letter was inserted in an
envelope that was addressed to another
person before using it to send the letter
to Jane Bennett.
The first address shown was to Annie R.
Scott, Ulysses Center, Potter Co. and off
to the side, almost appearing like a
return address was written: Mr. Charles
W. Scott, Company R 1  Reg. Engineersst

Port Royal South Carolina
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Sidney, N.Y. Nov. 28 , 1864th

Dear Mother,
I feel much more contented

since your visit.  Do not know what I
should have done if you had not came
for I see no way for me to leave home
although I would like to visit you
very much.

I have commenced spinning
and expect Mrs. Homans to come and
spin for me a few days.  So I think I
shall get along very well.  Send some
yarn and I will color it when I color
for Aggie.

Father’s face is some better
than it was when you were here.

We sleep up stairs, like it better
than I thought I should but Agnes is e
for I cannot leave her awake.  Tried it
the first nigh and soon heard her
coming down the stairs.  I have to
rock her to sleep or lie down with her
until she asleep.  She is now sitting on
my lap so you need not wonder at my
poor writing for she can’t keep very
still.  Susan and I visited Mrs. Louise
Williams last week.  The only time I
have left house since you were here.

I must stop writing and put my
baby to bed.

Write often as you can.
Louise B. Wattles

And on the bottom of this same
letter is written:

Dear Brother Henry,

Will you be so kind as to find out
how much corn is worth.  Also, whether
Uncle Pling, or Reuben, have any to
dispose of.  Or any one else in your
vicinity. If you can find any I wish you
would engage me fifty bushels of ears and I
will do as much for you some time.  The
corn in our Town was a perfect failure
(Chicago Platform) style.  Come up as soon
as you can & don’t wait long either.  If you
cannot come write.

E. R. Wattles

This letter from Ulysses, Pennslvania
and directed to Jane Bennett and
Lucinda Robertson from Clarinda
Olmstead.

Ever Dear Mother and Sister,
I take this opportunity to write a few

lines to you.  We are well as usual while
many of our friends and neighbors are
being carried to the tomb.  A young lady
was buried today.  It was Adaline’s half
sister which is the third young lady besides
and three men in five or six weeks.  Two of
the men complained of sore throats and in a
few hours choked to death.  There is quite a
number very sick at Louisville.  One of our
nearest neighbors boys was thrown from a
wagon loaded with rails and sharpened
stakes.  He was dragged several rods under
the horses feet they running.  One shoulder
was put out of joint. The blade split one
anckle sprained and very badly bruised and
cut with the stakes.  He is doing well I
believe.  
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Gardener was here today, said
Mary was not very well.  Dear sister, I
could wish if it were right to wish that
I could be near you and I think we
should enjoy it very much.  But it is
useless to wish you would not be
contented here and I should not be
there.  But I want to see you and
Mother more than ever.

But dearest don’t urn against
our Government.  If you do I am
fearful I shall lose the desire of seeing
my native place again.  My heart is
pained, my soul is sick of such
miserable trash as fighting for the
Negroes and loving the blacks.  I
detest the thought I abhor it and
almost them that talk it.  Everybody
knows better but enough of this.  I
love my government and the brave
men that defends it wether black or
white.  My faith and trust is in my
father In heaven.  The ship is safe for
he is at the helm.  Blessed by his holy
name I can trust it there.  The wrath
of man shall praise him and the
remainder he will restrain.  I rejoice
that the Lord reigns and is able to
frustrate the evil designs of man. 
Please write soon.

From your aff. Sister and
Daughter, Clarinda

Sidney, April 15th/’65
Dear Mother,

As Father is going down to your
place I will write to let you know how we
are getting along.  We are all well now. 
Aggie has been sick. The Dr. Came to see
her twice but she would not take her
medicine only a very few times.  She was
sick only two or three days but pretty cross
for a week.

Anna has been in here but once and
then came after some things she left here. 
Did not stay.

I have heard that Griff Bartlett has
told her some things he says he heard.
Edwin says and she is just foolish enough
to believe all that Griff says and is mad.

She agreed to work for Mr. Alvin
Bartlettt but now I hear she is going to
housekeeping upstairs where Munsons
folks lived.  I think if she does she will find
out that Griff is no better than other folks.

Amelia came the third of April.  She
is a ver good girl.  I would like to go down
with father but think I had better wait till
we get through cleaning house.  I wish you
would come up here next week.

You may make matches of this as
soon as possible.  That will be good work
for Agnes 

Please send a lock of Aggies hair.
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It is now November 1865 and
Louise writes to her Mother.  She
now addresses the envelopes to
Mrs. Daniel Olmstead.

Nov. 10 , 1865 (Evening)th

Dear Mother,
It seems a great while since you

were here.  I shall look for you now I
suppose you are home again.  How
did Hat and all the rest of the friends
do?  Did you go to Avoea?

Mrs. Homans is with me now. 
Has been here over a week do not
know how long she will stay.

We are all well excepting
Father.  His health is quite poor. 
When I put Aggie to bed I told her I
was going to write to you.  She
wanted to know if it was Grandma
Bennett and said “I do want her to
come up here, and Aunt Aggie.  I do
like to play with her.”

You will be surprised when I
tell you that Amelia is dead.  Edwin
and I attended her funeral today. 
Mary and Lars are both sick but are
getting better already.

Charles and Anna came home
last week.

Edwin has gone to the Post
Office this evening and I shall be
somewhat disappointed if he comes
without a letter from you or Henry.

Aunt Ellen and Mr. Rider were
married three weeks ago last evening. 
Father attended the wedding.  I

believe she is going to move down there
soon.  Ben has bought her farm but does
not intend to move this winter.

We have sold eight tubs of butter for
fifty cents a pound, have two more on
hand.

I hope you will not keep us looking
much longer but come up here next week
and stay just as long as you can.

Tell Agnes I have got something for
her and she must come and get it for I don’t
know when we can go down home.  We
shall soon as we can leave the chores.

If you cannot possibly come very
soon do write us a long letter if you have
not.

11 )th

Edwin did not bring me any letter last
night, so I shall look for one Monday.

Louise Wattles

Sidney, Aug. 10 , 1866th

Dear Mother,
I think I will send you a line for fear

you will not conclude to leave sister here.  I
hope you will not think of taking her with
you.  I am afraid you would be sick before
you get home again.

I shall look for you some next week. 
Have made my dress.  Like it very well.

Fathers face is very bad. He is trying
steaming again.
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If you don’t come next week
please write for I want to hear from
Aunt Belinda.  How is Flavilla?

Louise Wattles
Tell Agnes she will have a nice time
up here.

Dear Louise,
We have just returned from

church had a very interesting meeting
and Sabath School Congregation
large for us.  We have no reason to be
discouraged.  If we put our trust in
God he will be sufferent for in Mr.
Shaver spoke much of leting Christ be
first the world and things pertaining
to it after.  But how the things of
earth step in and steal away my better
thoughts.   My example has been in
very poor one.  I hope you will not
follow it but live like a Christian
before your family.  Grandma is
feeling very uneasy which makes it a
little difficult for me to write.  If any
changes in Aunt Mary it is for the
worse. She is not as strong as when
you were here.  Is very much afflicted
with sores.  I think I shall visit you in
a few weeks if Mrs. Welch can come
and take care of Aunt M. And Mother
is able to go to Uncle Thomas.

Please write soon and tell me
once more how much cloth I want for
saque and cape.  I want to get it
before I go up to your place so you

see it requires an immediate answer.  If I
bring it about before cold weather.  I think I
shall not go to Pennsylvania this fall.  Aunt
Mary wants to get up and I must stop.

Love to all,
Your Ma

Please give me the recipe  for (_?_ ) pickle
in your next letter.
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The only notation by the above
picture was “The Robertson
Children”
Possibly Henry or Lewis’ children.

Sidney, Nov. 16 , 1866th

Dear Mother,
I am very glad to hear you are

better but am afraid you will work to
hard and get sick again.

I do wish you could come up
and stay a long time but I suppose
that would be asking too much so I
will try and get along with a shorter
visit.

Father is sick.  His desease is
working inside and the Dr. says he
cannot stand it long unless it comes

out again.
(Saturday Morning)

Father sits up days but is in a great
deal of pain.  We expect the Dr. To day and
perhaps he can give something that will
help him.  He is very feble and talks very
much about dying.  Tells Caroline he shall
never see her house again.  The rest of us
are well.

Ben came in here last night said
Lydia Axtell has a boy & girl baby.  Think
she will have plenty of work if she takes
care of them alone.

I think you had better not try to spin
any more for if you get sick what shall I do. 
I would like to have you here all the time. 
Sometimes I feel very lonesome and
discouraged and them I think if Mother was
only here, how glad I should be.  Think I
shall send for you in three or four weeks if
you don’t come before that.  Agnes is well
and full of mischief as she can be.

Write again.   Louise B. Wattles

A letter arrives from Harrisburg and
addressed to Mrs. Jane M. Olmstead,
Bennettsville, Chenango County, New
York.

Harrisburg, Nov. 18 , 1866th

Dear Sister,
We recd yours of the 12  inst byth

yesterdays mail for which I felt so grateful
that I sit rite down to the work of
anserwering it as I intend to all the letters
received from our friends at the old home. 
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We were much grateful to hear so
good news from the sick ones. 
Belinda & and Mary Ann.  We had
not heard a word from N.Y. since you
were here.  According to your
information Mary Ann’s prospects for
health are far from flattering.  I have
often read in medical works that the
final termination of bronchitis was
diareah.  Without doubt in my mind
the principal dificulty this many years
has been of that nature and is in its
last stage. I shall expect to hear of
Sister B recovery soon for which we
all ought to be thankful. 
Circumstances remain with us as
when you were here with very few
exceptions.  I have been very lame
with what I call rheumatism for
several week past hardly able to do
the few chores I have to do at present. 
I am better.  Last night Edward came
home to stay a time. He reports Sarah
in good health .  With that eventful 6th

of Nov. Is past, and with it the dark
clouds in the political horizon now it
is plain to us that the people intend to
preserve our republicism and make it
more so I trust we may turn to see the
principles of our declaration “that all
men are created equal & c”  fully
adopted by our government.  If the
South fail to adopt the amendment
and by that means keep themselves
out of Congress they will get a pill to
take that will be more sickening than
that.

I believe it would be for the good of
all concerned if they do.  A clean sweep
would then be made of every vestige of
caste or distinction as to rights of
citizenship and the like.  But no more of
this.

We feel bound to thank you for the
visit you made us this fall & hope that you
& others of our friends will repeat it often. 
Our friend, Deacon Chase, of Whitesville
has been to Avoca & made H’s family a
visit.  He reports them in good
circumstances business plenty and that he
never saw H in so fine spirits, cheerful and
contended as when he was there.

I am thankful for the good health and
enjoyment afforded our good mother.  The
use of mental facilities together with good
health is seldom enjoyed by people of her
age.  I should be so glad to see her often
and enjoy her company.

Please write again soon and I will try
to answer promptly.  My love to Agnes,
Henry and all others.

L.S.R.

On the reverse side of this letter Lewis
wrote to his Mother:

To Mother,
I hope you are still as well as when

Jane wrote to me. She said you were
reading the newspaper by lamp light.  I
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suppose you take the Examiner and
like it as well as you used to.  It is a
good paper and contains much to help
poor human beings along in the right
way.  If we keep that, soon our best
days will begin and our hard
troublesome life will be ended.  I
think a great deal late years of the
sweet promices in the Bible.  Of a
house not made with hands eternal in
haven.  Of the time when this mortal
shall put on immortality this
corruption became incorruptible and
death be swallowed up in victory. 
Paul seems to think that poor tired &
trued saints will then shout back to
deaths & the grave and say to them
“Ah you thought to destroy and hold
us bound in darkness and corruption
but now O Death where is thy sting O
Grave where is thy victory.”  Thanks
be to God who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ah
that is it thought Jesus Christ.  I know
very well that if I obtain that victory
how it will be; all through Christ. 
Dear Mother I hope you enjoy much
of the comfort of this hope in Christ. 
I want you to pray for me & all of us
that we may meet in heaven.  I have
no more room to write.  Adelia has
gone to bed with the headache & I
must close.  Good night.

Your son,
L S Robertson

Another year passes before more letters
are found.  This was is dated Jan. 15,
1867 a week after Louise and Edwin’s
second daughter is born.
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Sidney, Jan. 15 , 1867th

Dear Mother,
You will be glad to hear that

we are doing very well.  Louise is up
& dressed this morning & is feeling
very smart. The little responsibility
behaves remarkably well.  I did not
have to get up but once last night. 
Homans stays with us yet.  We have
hired a girl for the season to
commence the first of March.  Father
is very much worse.   I am going to
see him this morning.

Truly yours,
E R Wattles

Tuesday, March 19 , 1867th

Dear Mother,
I intended to send you a letter

last week but did not get about
writing.  Suppose you hard from us
by Graty, Father was feeling quite
well the day she was here but was
worse again in a day or two.  Week
ago Sunday he thought he could not
lie down it made the pain worse but at
night he went to bed and has not sat
up since but a little while at a time
yesterday.  He did not get up to have
his bed made.  This morning he thinks
he will.  He is very poor and weak. 
Eats but little.  I wish you could come
up here.  We want to see you very
much and I cannot leave home now to
visit you.

They are in trouble at Walters. 

This morning when Emily got up she found
her Grandma Earl hanging by a skein of
yarn hung over the door.

Father is sitting up. Do come up soon
as you can.  

Baby grows very fast.  She keeps
some one with her most of the time.

We like our new girl very well so far.
Louise

(Saturday)
Edwin forgot to leave my letter at the

office, so I will add a little.  Father is more
comfortable and may get up again so as to
be around the house, but it is doubtful
whether he will or not.  He is very feble. 
Mrs. Earle was buried Thursday.  They
think she was deranged.  She had a cold
and complained of her head feeling very
bad.  Susan is almost down sick.  Sluman
and Wealthy staid here last night.  Caroline
has been here two nights.  They are all very
good to come.  Edwin sleeps on the lounge
about every other night.  Save nights Father
noes not sleep but very little.  He has rested
pretty good for two nights and eats more
than he has in some time.

I hope you can come up here very
soon.  If you don’t you will not know the
baby and I hardly think you would now,
she has grown so fast.  Is as fat as a little
pig.

Tell Aggie I want her to come too.
We have got most fifty pounds of

carpet rags think we shall get enough after
a while.

If you read this you will do well for I
am sitting by the crib with my paper on my



72

knee.
I send a picture perhaps you

will know it.  If you do not I will tell
you when I see you.

L.A.B.W.
Let Aggie cut this up for matches
soon as possible.

 

             Sluman Wattles

  

        

                      Wealthy Wattles

Sidney, April 13th

Dear Mother,
I want to see you and Father very

much and talk about your comeing up here
to live. Walter will sell his farm.  I heard
him tell father. We thought it was worth
$7000 the way land was selling but perhaps
he would take less.  Uncle Rufus talked
some of buying it and wanted Edwin to
write and let him know how Walter would
sell it.  He has written.  I wish you could
sell yours to Uncle Rufus or some body
else and come and buy this.  I know Father
would like the farm very much.  It is an
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extra good one.
Father Wattles continues about

the same.  Does not set up but little. 
The rest of us have colds.  The Baby
grows very fast.  Tell Agnes to send
that name along. I think it is time she
had one.  Do come up as soon as you
can leave Grandma.  How does she do
now.  I would like to see her very
much.  You cant think how glad I
should be if you were only living here
where I could run in and see you
when I wanted to.  Guess you would
have call plenty.  We shall expect to
hear from you soon.  Walter wants to
know whether he can sell or not so
not to miss the chance of buying a lot
over to the Centre.

Write soon if you cannot
possibly come up.

L.A.B. Wattles

Sidney, July 19 , 1867th

Dear Mother,
Father spoke of sending word

to Bennettsville so I thought I would
write.  He wants to know whether the
minister comes or not and how you
like him.  He says tell them they must
not fail to send a good delegation to
association.

We are all so as to be around
except Father.  He is not as well as he
has been.  Does not set up but little. 
Edwin was thrown from his machine

Monday hurt his back pretty bad but he is
better.  Has got most through haying.  Baby
does not feel very well today.  She has four
teeth.  Father said so much about her name
we have concluded to call her Carrie
Louise.

Tell Father Olmsted he or Uncle
Rufus or Milton must write father a letter
and tell him all about what the Church is
doing.  He is very anxious to hear.

When are you coming up.  We will
meet you at the Depot any time if you will
let us know when you will be there.

I want to go home very much indeed
but cannot at present.

Write soon or come see us.
Louise

This letter is not dated or post marked
but seems to fit in with the time frame of
the previous letters.

Dear Mother,
I want to go with Father today but

cannot leave home so long.  And write this
to invite you and Father Olmsted to visit us
on Wednesday the 28 .  We intend to inviteth

a few of our own folks and want you to be
sure and come, if you could come Tuesday
and stay two or three days it would please
us very much.  Don’t fail to come.

Louise
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           Daniel Olmstead

Sidney, April 10 , 1869th

Dear Mother,
We received your letter

yesterday had heard of Aunt Helen’s
death.  But were very but were glad to
hear from you.  You will be surprised
if you have not heard that we have
moved.  Edwin and Walter have
changed places.  We like it very well. 
I have not time to write much this
morning as we are making sugar and
have some on the stove which needs
watching.  Tell Aggie I want her to
come up and eat warm sugar.  Come
up as soon as you can.  All of you. 

Write often if you do not come soon.
(No signature but presume it is

from Louise)

Avoco, July 4/’69

Dear Louise,
Last evening Sis and self were sitting

on the porch, she sewing & I reading to
her.  When Miss Lottie & Mary Collier, our
near neighbors, came in & we joined us
there in the pleasant twilight.  We
commenced talking of old times recalling
scenes that seem almost like a pleasant
dream.  Times when we were children
playing to gether even as do the little ones,
who call us mother & auntie do now.  How
far away seems the times, when we were
like them.  I think those were pleasant days,
didn’t you?  But Oh! How changed they
can never never come back.  Those Dear
ones.  How dear, we never dreamed until
they left us.  We shall never see them more. 
Sometimes I cannot bear to think of this. 
Talking of old times made me long more
than ever to see you all.  A few weeks ago
Uncle Milton made us a short call.  From
him we learned for the first time that he
was alone.  That Aunt Vileh—(?) was not
living.  He must feel very lonely.  He had
been to Michigan.  Uncle Rufus & family
are living with him.  We have heard twice
from him since he was here in his last he
tells us.  Josephine, has commenced with M
E Episcopals & will be confirmed as soon
as the Bishop comes.  He says her folks
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feel very said over the step she has
taken.  I suppose it is her husband’s
influence.  I was very glad to learn
that cousin Edwin had joined the
church.  We have no meetings of our
own here.  The people newly painted
& put blinds on the church & that was
the last they have done.  There is no
meetings held there.  Pa preaches at
Coopers Plains five or six miles this
side of Corning.  He engaged to suply
them six months.  They seem quite
anxious for him to move there.  He
has not fully decided but I hardly
think we shall.  I went down with him
tow weeks ago but did not enjoy
myself as much as I should and had
the sick head as I do most of the time. 
We went Saturday came home
Monday.  I wish you could come &
see us in our new home.  Perhaps you
have heard we bought a place this
spring.  Two thirds of an acre.  We
think it quite a pretty place.  We have
a fine view of the railroad can see the
cars a long distance.  We have
improved it some.  We have a nice
front yard but there was nothing in it
when we came.  A gentleman
presented us with to Mountain Ash
trees which we set out each side of
the gate also some shrubs which made
be very pretty, in time.  We have a
circular flower bed, each side of the
path but we have not many flowers in
bloom yet.  Our street is called
Brooklin, it is new & few houses as

yet.  A large farm has been set into streets
& will be thickly settled in time &
preserve.  Store is a considerable building
going on this summer.  A large store among
the rest built of stone & mud & clay. 
Something of that kind.  A large store was
put up last summer.  I got a letter from
Sister Mary last week.  Her health is very
poor.  The Dr recommends  a change of
climate.  Her husband wishes her to come
with out him, but she says she shall not
come unless he sells his farm & comes two. 
She thinks he may sell this fall.  They have
commenced harvesting.  She writes what
they had for dinner.  Green corn, tomatoes,
cucumbers, peas & turnips.  She thinks we
cannot tell the same story. & indeed I think
it will be sometime before we can.  I should
hardly think she would be willing to come
back.

We have a great deal of rain this
spring.  I have not known so much in a
long time.  I have not seen or heard from
our Allegany friends in a long time.  Dr.
Chase & wife & there daughter Lydia
Crandel & her husband made us a visit last
winter.  Pa went to Whitesville & lead a
meeting a week this winter.  They had an
interesting time quite a number saved
seniors.  Mr. Jones cousin 
Sarah husband & a number of others
expected to be baptised.  Deacon Chase has
never quite given up but we should of back
there to live, he told Pa, that was the only
thing lacking to make him happy.  Don’t
you think we are cruel not to make his
happy?  You don’t know how much we
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enjoyed your folks visit here.  But we
did regret very much you did not
come with them. I hope you will not
give up & never come.  We should
enjoy it so much to see you & your
little family.  I am so sorry Aunt Mary
Ann suffers so much.  We wish to
here from you all as soon as possible.
Write soon.

Your affectionate cousin,
Laura

 Mountain Ash Tree

Continuation of Louise Bennett Wattles
Diaries.  The year was 1870.

Jan.1:Saturday-It’s so long since I have
written in a diary.  I don’t know how to
commence.  Have been working around the
house all day.  Finished fixing Edwin’s vest
this evening.  It has been quite warm &
pleasant today.
Jan. 2:-Sunday-Rain, rain, rain all day. 
Wind blows very hard tonight.  Sounds
lonesome.  Wish I could see Mother.  When
will she come here?
Jan. 3:Monday-Pleasant day today. 
Washed.  Had been fixing a sack for Aggie.
Mr. Fleming here this evening.  Jan. 3 , myrd

birthday, I suppose I am 28 years old.  How
time flies.
Jan. 4:Tuesday-Colder today.  Snowed very
little.  Ironed this pm.  Sarah & Ellen called
here this evening.
Jan. 5: Wednesday- Have been down to
Walters today.  Fixed my black dress.
Jan. 6:Thursday-Snowed most all day. 
Sluman & wife came over.  Had a very
good visit.
Jan. 7: Friday-Churned this morning. 
Edwin fixed a bedstead for the children. 
Sarah came in a few minutes.  Quite cold. 
Carrie is 3 years old today.
Jan.8:Saturday-Edwin went to Unadilla this
afternoon.  Earl here this morning.
Jan.9:Sunday-Very cold today.  Have been
at home all day.
Jan. 10:Monday-Washed, baked cake and
fried cake.  Mr. Rose called here and left
his trunk.  I am pretty tired tonight.
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Jan. 11: Tuesday-Company. 
Emmerson & wife, H. Hodges &
wife., A. Jenks & wife.  Had a very
fine time.  Children enjoyed their visit
very much.  Baked cake & biscuits.
Jan. 12: Wednesday-Ironed.  Mrs.
Rose here to dinner.  Cut out a waist
for Carrie’s pruple dress.  Rainy
today.
Jan. 13: Thursday-Rain again today. 
Edwin went to Unadilla to carry Mr.
Banks butter.  Flora here to supper. 
Finished Carrie’s dress this evening. 
Made mince pies in p.m.  Mrs.
Homan called for some.
Jan. 14: Friday-Mr. Nichols here
today.  Lottie Osborn called this
morning. Aggie went home with her. 
Stayed all the afternoon.  Have fixed
my hoops.  Charlie kept fire &
roaring away.
Jan. 15:Saturday-Rose Nichols here
to dinner.  Sew the buttons on my
black dress, made bread.  Read
Damby. Shall be glad when I get
through it.
Jan. 16: Sunday-Home again today. 
Edwin not feeling well.
Jan. 17: Monday-Have been most all
day doing my washing.  Am most sick
with a cold.  Aggie & Carrie both
have colds.  Salted the beef.
Jan. 18: Tuesday-My cold is very bad
tonight.  Hugo here for supper &
stayed all night.  Halsey went home
sick with a cold.
Jan. 19: Wednesday-Ironed this a.m. 

Baked mince pies this p.m.  Sarah &
Charlie here this evening.  Have felt most
sick all day.
Jan. 20: Thursday-Sarah has been to work
for me today.  Baked bread & biscuits,
cake, fried cakes.  Sarah made some ginger
snaps.  My cold about the same.  Edwin
been to Unadilla.
Jan. 21:Friday-Ma, Aunt Jane & Aunt
Susan here.  Have had a grand good time.
Jan. 22:Saturday-Went to Unadilla with our
friends.  Saw them off the cars.  Got some
dresses for the children.  Very pleasant. 
Wind blows hard tonight.
Jan. 23:Sunday-Rainy this afternoon.  Will
& Walter called a little while tonight.  I
have not felt well enough to set up today
but could not leave the visitors to lie down.
Jan. 24:Monday-Felt some better today. 
Cut out three pairs of drawers for Carrie. 
Mrs. Homan here to supper.  Susan called
this morning.
Jan. 25:Tuesday-Mrs. Homan washed for
me today.  I cut Carrie’s dress.  Aggie is at
a party down to Walters this evening.
Jan. 26:Wednesday-Susan here today.  I
sewed on Carrie’s dress have not got it
done.  Edwins hand and arm troubles him
very much.
Jan. 27: Thursday-Finished Carrie’s dress. 
Made a shirt for her this evening.  Earl
here.
Jan. 28:Friday-Have been to Franklin.  Got
Aggie a dress & shoes.  Ironed some
tonight.  Sewed lace trimming on Carrie’s
shirt.  Aunt Elenor here a little while this
afternoon.
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Jan. 29: Saturday-Finished ironing &
made two kinds of cake.  Cut Aggie’s
dress.  Sewed quite late tonight.  Am
in a great hurry to get it done.  Emily
and Earl called.  Earl staid all this
evening.
Jan. 30: Sunday-We have been alone
all day.  Edwin had a faint spell this
morning while at the barn.  His head
does not get much better.
Jan. 31: Monday-Mrs. Homan
washed.  I fried cakes & made pies. 
Sewed on Aggie’s dress after 3
o’clock.  Walter here this evening.
Feb. 1: Tuesday-Matie VanHorne
came today.  Mit here tonight.  Halsey
here tonight.
Feb. 2: Wednesday-Mit, Matey &
Halsey here tonight.
Feb. 3: Thursday-Have been down to
Walters today.  Matie staid with Mitt
tonight.
Feb. 4: Friday-Got up quite early to
sew on Aggies shirt.  Halsey over in
a.m. and staid for lunch.  He then
started for Unadilla.  Mitt, Matie and
I came to Bainbridge on a freight
train.
Feb. 5: Saturday-Uncle Gardner came
for us about noon.  Came over to
Mothers.  Expect to stay here about a
week.
Feb. 6: Sunday-Have been to church. 
Heard Elder Collins.  Saw quite a
number of our friends.  Wilbur Kelsey
and wife were here.
Feb. 7: Monday-Went down to Mr.

Whites store this morning.  Got some
calico & flannel for Carrie.  A sick Dr.
Livingston & wife, Aunt Eunie & Charlotte
here this evening.  Wish Edwin could have
been here.
Feb. 8: Tuesday: Snowed all day.  Ma was
washing & I did the dishes.  Made the
button holes and sewed the buttons on
Aggies dress.
Feb. 9: Wednesday-Made the holes on
Aunt Mary’s night dress.  Put the band on
Carries shirt.  Cut out an apron for Aggie. 
The chimney burned out this morning at 3
o’clock.
Feb. 10: Thursday-Have been sewing on an
over shirt for Sister Aggie.  Shall look for
Edwin tomorrow.  Hope the snow will not
go off this week.
Feb. 11: Friday-Finished Agnes shirt.  Cut
a sack for Carrie.  Looked for Edwin this
afternoon.  Feel some what heart breath
because he did not come.
Feb. 12: Saturday-Finished Carrie’s sack
this morning.  After dinner came to
Bainbridge.  Waited over an hour for the
cars.  Saw Henry & Eunice at the depot. 
Found Edwin at Unadilla.  Got here a little
after five.  Feel rather lonesome.
Feb. 13: Sunday-I am very sleepy tonight. 
Have been at home all day.
Feb. 14: Monday-Did a little else but wash
& get something to eat.  Agnes did not go
to school.
Feb. 15:-Tuesday-Sewed a little on Aggie’s
apron.  Susan, Walter & Earl here this
evening.  The mice are trying to see what
they can chew up stairs.
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Feb. 16: Wednesday-Fried some
cakes and baked a cake this a.m. 
Brought my clothes in ironed part of
them.  Carrie is feeling very badly
tonight.
Feb. 17: Thursday-Finished ironing
for this week.  Earl over.  Invited
down to Walters this evening but did
not go.
Feb. 18: Friday-Halsey here to dinner. 
Finished Aggie’s apron.  Mended
stockings tonight.  Edwin is feeling
quite unwell with pain in his side.
Feb. 19: Saturday-Made apple pies. 
The best I ever made I think. 
Afternoon looked at Harpers
magazine.
Feb. 20: Sunday-Called on Mrs.
Homan.  She is quite feeble.
Feb. 21: Monday-Washed this a.m. 
Allie and Irving Fleming here this
evening.

    

                      Allie Fleming

                      Irving Fleming
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Feb. 22:Tuesday-Sewed the braid on
my shkirt.  Lillie came home with
Aggie at noon.  Had quite a play.
Feb. 23: Wednesday-Ironed part of
my clothes.  Made Carrie two pair
stockings.  Fixed Aggie’s blue dress. 
Walter and Earl here this evening. 
Expect to go to Otego tomorrow.
Feb. 24:Thursday-Have been to
Otego.  Had a ver nice visit.  Dan’s
folks have a great nice baby.  9 wks
old.  It was very cold coming home
tonight.  Mr. Bundy and Caroline
went with us.
Feb. 25: Friday-The last day of
school.  Edwin & I went over this
afternoon a little while.  Aggie was
marked extremely well.
Feb. 26: Saturday-Have done but little
today.  Baked bread and think it was
very good.  Aggie is most sick with a
cold.  Have soaked her feet and put in
bed.
Feb. 27: Sunday-Very stormy all day. 
The snow is quite deep. Think it very
lonesome to stay at home Sundays.
Feb. 28: Monday- Washed this
afternoon.  Finished about noon. 
Baked cake & fried cakes.
Mar. 1: Tuesday-Willie Kirby & wife
here to dinner.  Went down to Walters
with them afternoon.  William
Caroline, Ralph & Jane came after.
Had a very nice visit.
Mar. 2: Wednesday-Baked pies &
ironed.  It is very cold and stormy. 
Snow quite deep.  Carrie is most sick

with a cold.
Mar. 3: Thursday-Cut out some night
dresses for the children.  Carrie is no
better.  Hope she will be in the morning. 
Sarah has been here this evening.
Mar. 4: Friday- Thought Carrie was better
this morning.  Went over to Seth Bartletts
this afternoon.  Mr. Munson & wife were
there.
Mar. 5: Saturday-Mr. Nichols here to
dinner went home before dark.  Carrie is
real sick tonight.  Brought her crib down
for her and put...............
Mar. 6: Sunday-Carrie looks better
tonight. Mc.....& Wife & Susan & Ralph
here to dinner.
Mar. 7: Monday-Edwin has been away
most all day.  Carrie is worse.  I have sat
by her most all the time.  Wish Edwin
would come home.  I don’t know what to
do for her.
Mar. 8: Tuesday-Carrie seems better.  I
left her with Edwin & Aggie and went
over to Mr. Alvin Bartletts this afternoon. 
They had quite a large company.
Mar. 9: Wednesday-Have not washed this
week.  Think Carrie is better.  She is very
cross indeed.  Hope she will not get any
more cold.  Sewed a very little today on
Carrie’s night dress.
Mar.10: Thursday-Dan Birdsall and wife
came here about 11 o’clock.  I had just
got ready to sew a little.  Susan came this
afternoon.  Edwin went to Creamery
meeting tonight.
Mar. 11: Friday-Carried is better but not
very well.  She has very hard coughing
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