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      Jane Robertson Bennet Olmstead

                           Ira Bennett
                     Born: Dec. 9, 1817
                    Died: Mar. 27, 1860
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Louisa Augusta Bennett
Born: Jan 3, 1842
Died: Jan 5, 1874

  

Edwin R. Wattles
Born: Nov. 14, 1835
Died: Nov. 3, 1912
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               Susan Earl Wattles

          
         

                 Emily Wattles
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Sufferings Untold of a Noble Man
Death of Mr. Wattles Removes From
Our Town a Beloved Citizen

The death of Edwin R. Wattles,
at his home in Sidney Center, on the
3rd inst., brings into the hearts of
friends unnumbered, deep and
ineffaceable sorrow, leaving, as he
does, of memory that becomes a
priceless heritage to family and
friends.

The true hero is not he who
braves the forefront of one battle; life
is always a continual struggle, and he
who by his nobility of heart, purity of
conscience, tender sympathy for
others, moral courage, fortitude under
adversity, gentle speech, encounters
the strife and turmoil of life, that one
is the hero.  All of these noble
qualities Edwin R. Wattles possessed
in a degree seldom found in men. 

The tributes to his memory cannot be
adequately tendered by pen or type;
the tear-dimmed eyes of family and of
friends, their aching hearts, these are
the tributes that tell eloquently of the
love and respect of all who knew him.

For over two years he patiently
and heroic fortitude, suffered from a
relentless disease, suffering a
crucifixion day by day, yet never one
word of murmur escaped his lips;
through doom was in sight, he
marched with Spartan bravery to the
end, with words of love and cheer to
those about him.  And when, at last,
came the Final Summons, he
approached his grave, “as one who
wraps the draperies of his couch about
him and lies down to pleasant
dreams.”

Mr. Wattles was born January
14 ., 1835, at East Sidney and was oneth

of nine children born to Rev.
Nathaniel and Emily Wattles.  His
early life was spent at East Sidney
until in 1874, after the death of his
first wife, whose maiden name was
Miss Louisa Bennett, of Bennettsville,
and he came to Sidney Center, where
he has since resided.  In 1880, he was
united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth
Steele, of Sidney Center, who survives
him.  He was a man of fine mental
attainments and enjoyed the friendship
of men of prominence in literary
circles.  He was always active in town
and county politics and held the
position of post master for many years
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under the Abraham Lincoln
administration.  He was one of the
contributors to the “History of
Delaware county,” which writing the
history of the town of Sidney.  During
the later years of his life he has spent
much of his time writing for
agricultural journals and newspapers.

He is survived by his wife,
three daughters, Mrs. Ellis Knapp, of
North Franklin, Mrs. Frank Wolcott,
of Oneonta, and Mrs. Joseph Finch,
of Sidney Center; one son, Earl N.
Wattles of Corning; one sister, Mrs.
Caroline Dewey, of Sidney Center,
and one brother, Homer Wattles, of
McHenry, Ill.

Mr. Wattles was distinguished
for his shining and various qualitites;
for intellectual brightness, and vigor,
he had few equals in the community. 
He was exquisitely sensitive,
sympathetic and true hearted and
drew to himself a rare quality of
friendship which more intimate
acquaintance never failed to deepen. 
Underneath his genial spirit, there
was a thoughtful, sober mind, and the
temper of moral earnestness by which
respect was added to admiration and
affection.  In the circle of home and
friends, there was no more
delightsome, choice and beloved
spirit and to the world none may
leave a sweeter memory.

A letter from Rev. Spencer J. Ford,
pastor of the Central Park Baptist

Church in New York City the
following was written........

“Edwin R. Wattles
Mr. Wattles was a unique

character.  He never tried to be
anything but himself.  Like Oliver
Cromwell, he thought his own
thoughts, and prayed his own prayers.

He read much and widely, and
kept up with the best thought of the
times.  It would be difficult to
approach him on any current topic
that he was not familiar with.  His was
a vigorous and progressive mind.

He was always interested in the
uplift, the betterment and happiness of
humanity.

He was never to busy, but that
he could visit the sick of the
community, and always brought a ray
of sunshine with him.  Many a home
for miles around has been gladdened
with the visits of himself, and his
faithful horse, which he delighted to
call “Missionary Tom”.  He was ever
ready to speak a word of cheer, or
render a kind not to those who were
discouraged or in distress.

We, of the hundreds of
recipients, will ever forget these
“Sunshine Bags”.

He was especially interested in
the young.  He sympathized with them
in their struggle.  He loved to see them
succeed, and was willing to make
great sacrifice, in order that they
might realize their ambition.
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In the death of Mrs. Wattles,
the community loses an honored
citizen, a kind brother, a true friend,
a good man.  Like his Master, it can
be said of him, “He went about doing
good”.

Most fraternally,
Spencer J. Ford”

After the death of Edwin
Wattle’s first wife, Louise,  Agnes
and Blanche went to live with
Louisa’s mother, Jane Bennett
Olmstead.

Carrie went to live with her
aunt and uncle, William and Caroline
Dewey, and her cousin Harper.

Edwin remarried shortly after
Louisa’s death, to Elizabeth “Libbie”
Steel, built a new house in Sidney
Center and they had a child, 
Earl.

Agnes graduated from school
and went on and received a teaching
certificate.  After her marriage to
Joseph Finch on Dec. 20, 1882 they
began housekeeping.  Agnes lost her
only daughter in 1893 at the age of
eight years.  Two other children
blessed this marriage, Ralph and
Edwin.

Carrie met and married Ellis
Knapp on January 7, 1890 and she
moved from Sidney Center to
Franklin, Del. Co., NY,

Before Carrie and Ellis’
marriage Ellis  had traveled to
California where he spent almost two
years hunting and fishing and living in
the mountains.  He returned home just
before his marriage to Carrie.  He
farmed in the Town of Franklin and
they had two children.

At this point in time Ellis’
brother, Laverge, graduated from
Medical School in Ann Arbor,
Michigan.  He became addicted to
drugs and Ellis’ and Laverge traveled
to California once more to help
Laverge deal with his affliction.

Ellis returned home to Carrie
after about six months and Laverge
continued to live there supporting
himself with hunting and trapping.

Laverge returned home in 1900
and was a doctor in the Town of
Tompkins.

Lewis Green was a cousin to
Jane Green Knapp, wife of Seymour. 
He enlisted in the Civil War at
Norwich, Chenango County, New
York on Jan. 1 , 1864.st

He was assigned to the same
unit that Seymour Knapp, Eber
Slawson and Wilber Green were.

Lewis  was injured during the
Battle of Petersburg and had his
fingers amputated.  He also lost his
hearing too.

After his medical discharge
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from the United States Army he
returned home to his wife and
children.

In a letter found at the Archives
of War Records in Washington, D.C.
there was many papers found
regarding Lewis Green.  Among them
was an affidavit written by Cary
Green.  It states “I resided in Laurens,
Otsego Co., N.Y. until about a year
ago.  I well knew Lewis Green above
named.  I saw him the time he was
killed on November 9, 1889. I think
that was the date.  I was driving along
the road behind said Green with a
team of my own.  He was sitting on a
load of lumber on the side of the load
with his feet hanging off the load
facing the opposite way from which
the train was coming.  When near &
while crossing the Albany &
Susquehanna R. R. near the Village of
Oneonta, N.Y. he was struck by a
passenger train. It was just after noon. 
He sat on the load facing the opposite
direction from which the train was
coming.  If he had not been deaf he
could have heard the train.  I was
behind him in another load & I heard
it very plainly.  Said Green never
looked around or appeared to notice
or hear anything until the train struck
him..  I knew the fact that he was deaf
& that one standing near him had to
hollow loudly to make him hear &
that he drew a pension fro deafness &
also for a disable hand.  The engine
struck the load of lumber he was on &

then hit him from the track & killed
him.  The train stopped & put Greens
body on board & took him to Oneonta. 
I saw him struck very plainly & knew
he was killed in that way.  I have no
doubt but that if it had not been for his
deafness he would have heard the train
& stopped before he drove upon the
track. He was driving a team and was
alone on the wagon.”

Signed on May 22, 1894
Cary A. Green who

claims no relation to Lewis Green.
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