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Seymour and Jane Knapp’s house in North Franklin, N.Y.

In May of 1865, Seymour Knapp
returns home to his family.  
From the Biographical Review, The
Leading Citizens of Delaware
County, New York of 1895 the
following excerpt was taken:

“Seymour Knapp, a representative
citizen of North Franklin, and a
valued member of the community, is
pleasantly located in joint School
District No. 18, of Meredith and
Franklin, where he has spent the
larger part of his long and useful life. 
His farm comprises some of the most
valuable land in this vicinity, is under
good cultivation, and is supplied with
a comfortable set of frame buildings.

Mr. Knapp is a native of the
Empire State, and was born in
Hillsdale, Columbia County, January
20, 1825, being the son of Alanson
Knapp, who was born in Westchester
County, New York, and died in
Corning, Steuben County, March 10,
1884, at the ripe old age of eight-four
years.  His widow, now an aged
woman of ninety-one years, is a
resident of Steuben County.   They
reared six sons and four daughters,
all of whom are still living, with the
exception of two daughters. A cousin
of Seymour Knapp, martin a. Knapp,
a well-known and able jurist of
Syracuse, was appointed by President
Benjamin Harrison, one of the
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Commissioners of Interstate
Commerce, and now holds that office.
Alanson Knapp was a skillful
mechanic and a farmer, and was at
one time possessed of considerable
means; but, having lost the major
part of his property, he came here
from Columbia County, arriving in
Franklin, May 9, 1835, with two
teams, a pair of oxen, and a pair of
horses.  He bought a small piece of
land at first; and, meeting with good
success as a farmer, he afterward
purchased more land until his
homestead contained one hundred
and fifty acres, a part of which is
included in the farm of the subject of
this sketch. His father, Josiah Knapp,
was for many years engaged in
farming near Hudson, and from there
to the vicinity of Rochester, where he
lived to a good old age.  He reared a
family of nine children, five of them
being sons, namely: Josiah, who was
for many years a judge in Columbia
County; Alanson: Augustus: martin
E.; and Chauncey.  None of this
family are now living, the last
surviving member having been one of
the daughters, Waitey.

Seymour Knapp was ten years
old when he came here with his
parents, with whom he resided until
his marriage.  In his boyhood he used
to work on the farm through seed-
time and harvest, and attend the
district school in the winter seasons. 
Taking upon himself the cares and

responsibilities of married life ere he
attained his majority, he continued to
work at farming as his means of
earning a livelihood, and
subsequently bought a tract of land in
the town of Tompkins, where during
the winter of 1852 and 1853 he
cleared a piece of land in the woods,
one mile from any dwelling.  There he
erected a log house for himself and
family, and in the course of the next
seven years by unremitting toil he
placed one hundred and ten acres of
land under cultivation.  In 1864,
resolving to assist in the preservation
of the Union, Mr. Knapp sold this
farm of three hundred and fifty acres,
and on January 1, 1864, enlisted for
three years as a private in Company
G, Second New York Artillery. 
Happily, after he had served a little
less than eighteen months, the war
closed; and he was honorable
discharged, being one of the very first
to reach home, arriving on May 19,
1865.

On December 31, 1845, Mr.
Knapp was united in wedlock with
Jane A. Greene, who was born March
11, 1839 in the Town of Franklin. 
Her parents, Zadock and Ruth (Dart)
Greene, were both natives of this
state, the former having been born in
Hoosick, Rensselaer County, and the
latter in Harpersfield.  They were
worthy farmers, and reared a family
of daughters, four in number, three of
whom are now living, namely: Mrs.
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Knapp; Emeline, the widow of
Stephen Bradley, of Franklin; and
Eliza, the wife of Leroy Lamphear. 
Into the household circle of Mr. and
Mrs. Knapp four girls and three boys
have been born, as follows: Eunice,
who died at the age of ten years;
Mary Jane, the wife of Franklin
Munson, residing on a farm near
here; Harriet, who married Henry J.
Person, of Susquehanna, Pa., and has
one son and two daughters; Le
Grand, a farmer, married and living
in this town; Laverge, a bright and
ambitious student, who began
teaching when quite you, and
afterward entered the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he
took first the classical and then the
medical course, and was graduated in
June, 1894, with the degree of M.D.;
Ellis, who is working on the home
farm, who married Carrie Wattles, of
Sidney Centre, and has two children,
-Ray and Marion; and Cora, who
married Emmet C. Fisher, owner of
the adjoining farm, and has three
children.

In politics Mr. Knapp was a
Democrat until the formation of the
Republican party, when he joined its
ranks and has never since swerved in
his allegiance.  He has served as
Inspector of Elections, and is now
filling the office of Town Assessor,
this being his twenty-seventh
consecutive year.  He is a member of
the Grand Army of the Republic,

belonging to Post No. 132; and
religiously he and his wife have been
for about forty-seven years members
of the Methodist Episcopal church, in
which during the most of that time he
has been an officer.”

While Seymour was serving in the
US Army, Hattie, his daughter was
corresponding with friends and
cousins.  The following letters were
written between Feb. 20, 1865 and
June 24, 1865..........

Oneonta Feb. 20, 1865
Dear Hattie,

I received your letter and was
very much pleased to hear from you. 
I have been wanting to go up to your
house but could not think of any way
than to wait till sugar wether and then
we are going up to Uncle Phinney’s
and then I can walk there.  Why don’t
you come down with your Uncle
Stephen.  Mother and Ida and Jessie
have gone to church they have just
come home with Caroline Campbell. 
We have a new minister to day. 
There is two funerals in the village. 
Frank Birdsall who died in the army
and Raymond Fords wife.  I intend to
go to Edler Crowels donation.  They
raised a house up a little. Was about
the Post Office.  There is an auction
store here this week.
Irena A. Green to Hattie L. Knapp
Note: Irena is the daughter of
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Lewis Knapp.
And from Lena’s sister, Ida to
Harriet Green dated on the same
day is written...............

Ida P. Green to Hattie L. Knapp

Oneonta Feb. 20 , 1865th

Dear Cousin Hattie.
Sunday Evening.  I received

your welcome letter and so glad to
hear from you and was glad to hear
that you .....  We are all well as
common and hope these few lines
will find you in the same way.  I went
up to Uncle Hiram Bornts last
Tuesday and did not get back till last
night about four oclock.  I went to
Elder Smiths donation.  He is the
Baptist minister.  The rest of the of
our folks did not go.  I should think
that Mary Dart would write.  I have
not written to her since the eight of
November and I have not had any
answer yet.  I think that I shall write
another tomorrow or next day and if
she does not answer it I will not write
another to her in three months.  And
then I shall think that I will write
another.

I went to church this morning
and I went to Mrs. Raymond Fords
funeral at two o’clock.  I ment to
evening meeting but Mother went and
I had to stay at home with Minnie.  I
did not like ti very much but I thought
that I could write to you.  Mother and
Jessie has got back and I can not

write any more tonight but I will
finnish to morrow morning. 
Feb. 21, 1865

As I have got a few moments to
spare I will try to finnish this letter. 
Mother and Minnie is going to Aunt
Lavina Campbells today.  Jessie has
gone to school.  Irena is sick so that
she can not go to school.  Minnie and
George Reed Lindsay is playing and
jumping and the table gets a nock
every little while.  It is very pleasant
to day.  I wish that I could be over to
your house to help you let out the
cows then we could run in the snow
and slide on the ice.  It is dinner time
and I have got to lay by my writeing
and get diner for Ada Campbell and
Jessie will be here after their dinner. 
Mother and Minnie have gone to
Aunt Lavinas and Irena is reading.  I
should have a good time to write if
Jay and George Lindsay was not in
hear.  They joggle me now and then. 
There is meeting at the Baptist church
today.

There is a going to be a new
house up a little above the post office. 
There is a new house just opposite
our house.  I made the puzzle without
a bit of trouble.

I have not slide down hill this
winter and if I could get their I know
that we should have a god time but I
cannot come.  I have not seen
Imogene but one sinse they came
back.  Then she had bille on her under
lip and it broke inside and out.  Her
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lips and chin was swell so.  You
would not hardly know her it very
paneful & you and Janie must come
down here .  You can get as well as
not.  When your Uncle Steven comes
down Janie said that she would come
down here the first chanse she had. 
Tell her that she must write to me too
as well as you.  The last news we had
from Father he was as well as
common and did not know but he
would have to stand on gard.  We
have not had any letter sinse last
Tusday.  Ought to have a letter twise a
week so to hear that nothing is the
matter of him.

The school girls are all out at
play.  The boys have just gone in the
school house.  I must close for my
sheet is about ful.  I almost forgot to
tell you that Irena and I was comeing
over the first chance we get.  I did not
know where to direct it or I should
have written before.
Write as soon as you get this and do
not write as Mary Dart does, if you do
I will not write to you a bit oftener
than you do to me. Give my love to
all.

Oneonta Feb. 26. 1865
Dear Hattie,

As my letter has not gone to the
office I will write a few more lines to
you.

I have been visiting last week
and did not get back till last night. 
Last Sunday Aunt Louisa and

Imogene and Frank went to Uncle
Hiram Borts today.  Ellie and
Imogene was down to meeting.  Elder
Smith is not going to stay here only
till the last of March.  I am going over
to your house th e first chance I get
but I don’t think that I can get a
chance to see till in the summer.  If
you get a chance to come down here
you must come.

When I was up to Aunt Lavinas
Mother took my envelope and droped
my letter and steped on it and got it
all dirt.  I have not got time to write it
over again for I want to send it off
today.

I cannot write any more now
for it is time to take it to the office.
Please excuse all mistak and bad
writing. Give my love to all.  Good
By.

Write as soon as you get this
for I can not get any from Mary Dart.

I.P.Green to 
Harriet G. Knapp

Oneonta March 13 1865
Dear Cousin,

I received your letter some time
ago.  I ought to have written to you
before but Mother went to Uncle
Phins and took all the paper and
money and I could not get any paper
till Carrie Campbell gave me some
and I though I would write half a
sheet of.  Irena has stayed to Uncle
Jacobs.  I am staying to Aunt Lavinas. 
I think Irena has gone to Uncle Phins
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today.  I have not written to Mary yet
I should before if Mother had left any
paper.  I am comeing over this next
summer if nothing happens.  I wish
that I could see you.  I could tell you
more than I can write.  I think that we
would have old fashioned chat.  I can
not write much for I have not got the
time.

Please excuse all mistakes and
bad writing.  Write as soon as you get
this don’t wait as I have.  Give my
love to all.  Ida P. Green to Harriet L.
Knapp.

Tompkins, Del. Co. N Y April 20,
1865
Dear friend.  As I a few moments to
spare so I thought I would write a few
lins to you.  Mother and I have been
to work in the florors yard today and
they are pretty.  You must down here
see me I should like come up there
and see you.  You must excuse all
poor writing So goobye for I am in
hurry and you know that any think
done in a hurry is never well.
 Mary E. Dart. To

Harriet L. Knapp
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Tompkins June 24 . 1865th

Dear Friend.  I take pen in hand to in
form you that I am well and I hope
that these few lines will find you in
joying the same blessing.  I wish that
you had come down with your Father
and we would had a good time.  You
must come down this fall and make
me a visit.
Write soon Mary E. Dart to Harriet L.
Knapp.

Sunday November 19, 1865
Dear Friend Hattie.  It is with plesure
that I take my pen in hand to write to
you.  I am well and I hope that it these
will find you the same.  I wish that
you could come down here and see
me.  I wish that I could come up there
and see you.  Our school comed last
week.  Emma chase teaches our
school.  I like he.  I supposed you go
to school most of the time.  I cannot
write very good for Mother is
reading.  I must close for I cant think
of any thing more to write so good by
for this time.  Write soon from Mary
E. Dart to Harriett L. Knapp

The next part of these letters will
show the Wattles children and the
Knapp children growing up and the
adventures of LaVerge and Ellis
Knapp going out west and their
adventures.
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