
John A. Logan Post #477 Grand Army of the Republic

The Stamford post of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was named after General John 
Alexander Logan born 1826 in Illinois. He helped found the GAR and Decoration Day, and was 
the GAR Commander-in-Chief from its inception in 1868-71. I found a few other GAR posts in 
NYS with the same name. Members of the GAR were all Union Civil War Veterans.  
The Stamford GAR was formed December 13, 1886 and their charter was granted April 28, 
1888. They used the same number as a defunct Grand Gorge Doubleday post that had formed a 
few years before. Hobart also formed a GAR post that only lasted for a couple of years. Schuyler 
S. Cornell, a native of Schoharie who served with the 134th Schoharie County Regiment from 
1862-65, was the driving force behind the formation of the Stamford GAR and the first 
commander of the post. They were thought to be the largest GAR in Delaware County with 
membership totaling 154 men.
Most of the members of Post #477 came from Stamford, 28 in all, but they also came from 
surrounding towns as follows: Gilboa 18, Roxbury 15, Grand Gorge 13, Hobart 12, Arkville 2, 
Breakabeen 2, Conesville 3, Charlotteville 1, Davenport 1, Fleishmanns 4, Halcottville 3, 
Harpersfield 6, Jefferson 6 (they also had their own Post, Tyler #131), Margaretville 2, Kelly 
Corners 1, Kortright 3, Manorkill 2, Middletown 3, Mackey 2, North Kortright 1, Prattsville 11, 
South Gilboa 5, South Kortright 1 and West Conesville 2.
Veterans had served in a variety of regiments but a good portion came from the 144th Infantry 
NYS Volunteers formed in Delaware County, the 134th formed in Schoharie County, numerous 
regiments formed in New York City and some from Pennsylvania. Men could join any regiment 
they wanted but, of course, preferred their home county unit if possible.
From the newspapers: June 5, 1890-There was a general celebration of the day under the 
auspices of the Post, a procession formed of army veterans, village officers, fire department, the
clergy, floral committee and students of the Seminary and public schools marched to the 
cemeteries where addresses were made. 1892-The post met the second and forth Monday and 
the commander was H.S. Preston. The annual election in 1893 was held in the post 
headquarters in the Champlin block and Frank G. Amos was elected commander. 1895- Three 
games of checkers with living men were played at Stamford between the England Post of Delhi 
and the John Logan Post. May 27, 1902- Gartland’s Tenth Regiment band of Albany has been 
engaged by John A. Logan Post and the citizens of Stamford, NY to furnish the music for the 
Memorial Day exercises. Rev. Dr. Wm Mickle, of Coxsackie, has been engaged to deliver the 
address. September 27, 1902- The round trip train fare from Delhi to Washington DC for the 
National Encampment of the GAR was $9.60. The headquarters for the Delaware county GAR 
men will be at the Hotel Lawrence on Pennsylvania Ave. February 6, 1903- Captain J.K. Hood, of 
Delhi, was in Albany making efforts to secure the holding of the NY State Encampment of the 
GAR at Stamford this season. He was employed by the Stamford Board of Trade. (Niagara Falls 



hosted the encampment in 1903, Stamford never did host to my knowledge) May 27, 1908- The 
committee delegated to decorate the graves of the Civil War soldiers was S.S. Cornell, Wm. C. 
Greene, F.C. Ames, Edward Hinman and W. S. Palmer. All those who will kindly contribute 
flowers will please leave them at comrade S.S. Cornell’s office (he was a photographer) and will 
have the thanks of the post. In 1916 it was unanimously resolved that all members offer their 
services to the country in its present imbroglio with Mexico. (I’m not really sure what kind of 
services they could offer as they would all be in their 70’s) October 20, 1922- The post has 
disbanded and donated fifty dollars to the American Legion Post.
The last surviving member of John A. Logan Post #477 GAR was Matthew Sands Keator of 
Hobart who died at age 90 in 1932.
In 1949 the 83rd and last National GAR encampment was held in Indianapolis, IN. Six centurions 
(one from Rochester, NY) of the last 16 surviving Civil War Veterans attended. 
References all can be found in the Stamford Village Library History room: The Members of the 
John A. Logan Post 477 G.A.R. booklet, Stamford Mirror newspapers and website 
fultonhistory.com. The library also has the full roster of the 144th Regiment.


