
Don McPherson of Stamford, NY

Don McPherson lived all of his life in the Town of Stamford. He was a post master, 
blacksmith, father, carpenter, town supervisor, chairman of the Delaware County 
board of supervisors, authority on local history and family genealogist. His official 
birth name was Donald but he always went by Don.

He was born December 11, 1869 (a few years after the close of the Civil War), 
married January 29, 1902 to Elizabeth D. Shutts and died January 22, 1941. Don 
was the oldest child born to Ezekiel W. "Zeke"and Isabella (McDonald) Mcpherson.
Eugene, his brother, 1871-1942 was next and Jennie 1872-1894 was the last. One 
child, Malcolm, was born to Elizabeth and Don in 1904. Malcolm and his wife Pearl
Ann Cronk had three children; Donald (who died at birth in NJ 1931), Duncan and 
Malcolm Jr.   McPhersons with grave stones in the Stamford Cemetery, row “I” lot 
26, are Don, Malcolm Sr. ,Duncan ,and their spouses. (I posted the grave stones on
findagrave.com)

Formal education, for Don, took place at a one-room schoolhouse in South 
Kortright. He went to school until 8th grade, which was the practice of the time. 
His father taught him the trade of carpentry but he decided to apprentice with 
Ben McKillip as a blacksmith, then opened his own  shop. The blacksmith trade 
was ended when Don was kicked in the knee by a horse.

December 31, 1897 Otsego Farmer- The Walton Reporter says: Don McPherson, 
the new postmaster at Almeda (early name for South Kortright), has sent his 
resignation and as soon as he is relieved of his duties will join Abe Whipple at 
Sheep Camp, Alaska in time to get to the Klondike early this spring. Don 
apparently doesn't find licking stamps as remunerative as many think it is and is 
going to find something that pays better. (This article is available on 
fultonhistory.com.  I found another article that stated he was appointed as 
Almeda postmaster August of 1897. I did not see any other mention of a trip to 
Alaska, so I don't believe this ever took place)

Before getting married he took up carpentry in earnest, working for himself 



sometimes but mostly worked for contractors. Don worked on or built numerous 
houses in the Stamford area and built houses in Roxbury, East Meredith and 
Oneonta. A heart attack in 1924 ended his career as a carpenter.

Following 1924, Don was the superintendent of the Stamford Water Company, a 
member of the Board of Education, a Village Trustee, on the Stamford Park 
Commission and a member of the Cemetery Association. He was elected the 
Stamford supervisor, Republican party, in 1928 and remained in the position until 
1939 when his health started to fail.

In 1931 Don published a book "Tombstone Inscriptions in some Old Cemeteries 
near Stamford, Delaware County, NY". The library does not have a hard copy of 
this but I found it online at dunhamwilcox.net

Most of Don's data is typed (pretty much error free, I might add), but what really 
jumped out at me was his handwriting and sketches.  He prints everything 
meticulously in capital letters  with absolute precision and draws perfectly straight
lines to print on. His books also contain numerous sketches of buildings etc. that 
are of architect quality (and most said they were from memory)   I believe Don 
had intended to publish a history of Stamford in book form, but this did not 
happen to my knowledge.

Don was also known for his knowledge and pictures of  covered bridges and 
houses from around Delaware County. He often spoke about his historical 
research at assorted club meetings.

Don certainly did a lot during his 72 years on this earth to preserve the history of 
Delaware County. 

Don's Data books (I call them the McPherson collection), compiled mostly in the 
1930's, with a brief description of their contents:
Volume 1-Town of Stamford records from the town clerk’s office 1795-1855.
Volume 2- Histories and some vitals from the churches of Harpersfield,   Kortright 
and Stamford, and St. Peters Church of Hobart.
Volume 3- History of Stamford Seminary, Stamford Village, Delaware County 



history, Battle at Lake Utsayantha and minutes of Delaware Turnpike Company.
Volume 4- Early land patents, Livingston family, historic sketches of old NY and life 
and times of Sir William Johnson. 
Volume 5- Turnpikes and state roads in Eastern NY 1790-1840. 
Volume 6- Duplicate copy of the  minutes for the  Delaware Turnpike Company 
and people who lived in the Hardenburgh Patent.
Volume 7- Lists of some in cemeteries in Bloomville, Harpersfield, Hobart, 
Jefferson, Kortright, Roses Brook, Roxbury and Stamford.
Volume 8- Deeds, mortgages and sales, assorted area names.
Volume 9- Missing
Volume 10- Assorted historical newspaper articles.
Volume 11- Newspaper articles about the Delaware County supervisors, 
obituaries and items of interest to Don from 1935-40.
Volume 12- Assorted newspaper clippings, of historical interest, about towns in 
Delaware County.
Volume 13- Utsayantha monument and assorted historical newspaper clippings.
Volume 14 & 15- Rafting on the Delaware River.
Volume 16- Assorted newspaper clippings and booklets.
Volume 17- Old Stone Fort (Schoharie) Catalogue 1933, Col. Jacob Klock’s 
Regiment, Following the Old Mohawk Turnpike & 1927 Agricultural Bulletin.
Volume 18- Family trees for the names Howard, Kedsey/Kedzie, McDonald, 
McPherson, Squire, Webster and Yeoman.
Volume 19- Histories of some Delaware County towns.
Volume 20- - Collection of Hardenburgh Papers (originals).
Volume 21- Assorted historical articles.
Volume 22- Assorted correspondence, historical/genealogical, addressed to Don.

Besides the above  22 volumes of data, the Stamford Village Library history room 
also houses the McPherson Family History, The Family History Manuscripts of 
Malcolm McPherson Sr. and McPherson Family Genealogical  Records, all 
authored by Duncan and Malcolm in 1991. 




